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PREFACE. 

T Ii E plan adopted by the Britifli Government 
of tranfporting criminals of a certain dc- 
icn’ption to Botany Bay, in New South Wales, dif- 
covered in the year 1770, by captain Cook, has 
becji fo long and fo. generally the fubjedfc of popular 
difcuifion, that every information relative to a country 
fo extraordinary and fo little known, it is prefumed, 
will be acceptable to the Public. The ifland or 
continent of New Holland, of which it is fuppofed 
to form a part, has hitherto, it is true, been but 
partially explored, and imperfcclly deferibed, con- 
fidcring its immenfe extent: however, die accounts 
which different navigators have given of it, contain 
fufficient matter to afford a, general idea of its ap- 
pearance, inhabitants, and produdfions. But thefe 
accounts being found in works publiflied at very 
dilferent periods of time, fome of v/hich, though 
botli curious and authentic, are not eafily procured 
at prefent, it wms judged worth while to feieft die 
fubflance of them from the extraneous argument 
with which they are involved, and to throw them 
logether in fuch a form, as to prefent at one view a 
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conneftcd dcfcription of the whole country of New 
Holland. This has been done with as much diligence. 


exaftnefs, and method, as the iubjed would admit ; 
which is indeed all the rr^-rit tliat fucli a perfopnimee 
as the folio cun lay ci.il^n to, bung compoRd oi 
materials already before the Public, aiul haviiig tlure- 
fore very litrle c>riginai in irWither to provyhe cen- 
fure, or comniand applaufc. Trtl?*'coT;YpiTer ot :h'i=^ 
work Hands nearly in die fituation of tuac I.ord 
Mayor, wlio harangued the populace in ibc cautious 
terms of, “ 'i'hus faidi the Duke, thus hatli tiic Diiltc 
inferred but nothing tliercft) added oi his own. 


For the acrori'.modaticn of the reader, there am 
feveivii chares annexCvl to this account of New 
Holland, which will convey a more fatisfactory view 
of the route thither, of the general appearance of 
the ifland, and the particular fituation of Botany Bay, 
than could be given by die moil laboured defciin- 
tion ; and, as a neccffiry accompaniment to thcl'c, the 
maiks and bearings of die moft confpicuous jiarts 
of the coafr of New South Wales, from Point Hicks 
to I'.ndeavour River, arc allb laid down in the body of 
the work, by which means the nautical reader in 
paiticular will have a full and accurate idea of the 
whole of that extcnfivc range. 

With regard to the fcheme itfelf of forming a 
fettlemenc in that country, every* reader of every 
df feription is, from the publicity of the fubjeclit, already 
in pon'effion of innumerable ftriftures and arguments, 
touching its [>! obablc advantages or difadvantages. It 

is 
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is befides a meafure which may poffibly very ibon be- 
come the obje<5l of parliamentary attention j and the 
narrow fphere of one who barely relates fa£ts, leaving 
others' to decide on them, equally precludes the editor 
of this work from attemf jfing to add to the multiplicity 
of opinions already ad^^.Iced concerning the expedition 
to Botany or t^^ticipate the future examination 
'of a fubjcdl, which is likely to come before the powers 
more properly competent to its efFeftuab difcuflion. 
Thus much, however, may be aflerted with fafety, 
that the maintenance of the convidts at home has been 
attcndjfd with great expence, without anfwering the 
end of exemplary corredtion; and that though a frigate 
was fejit to the coaft of Africa, for difeovery, no 
proper place could be found whereon to form a fettle- 
ment for the purpofe of exonerating this country of its 
obnoxious members. 

The prefent plan leems therefore to be the only 
experiment which bids fair to anfwer the wiflies that have 
been long entertained on this head by the Ibber part of 
the community; and, when it is confidered as an ex- 
periment, the objedtions of thofe who exclaim againft 
founding a colony upon the infamous aflemblage of 
exiled felons, will fall to the ground, Suppofing that 
Government had chofen to embrace the fingle purpofe 
of forming a fettlement at Botany Bay, they would be 
juftly cenfurable*in inviting the induftrious and re- 
putable artifan to exchange his own happy foil for 
the pofleflion of territority, however extenfive, in a part 
of the world as yet fo little known. But criminals, 
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when their lives or liberties are forfeited to jutlicc, 
become a forlorn hope, and have always been judged 
a fair lubjcft of hazardous experiments, to which it 
would be unjuft to expofe the more valuable members 
of a ftate. If there be thellEfore any terrors in the 
profpeift before the wretch who is banifhed to New 
South W^es, they are no m^^t han Jjte^pefts ; if 
the dangers of a foreign climate, or the improbability ' 
of returning to this country, be confideied as nearly 
equivalent to death, the devoted convift naturally 
reflefts that his crimes have drawn on this pu- 
nifhment, and that offended juftice, in corifigning 
him to the inhofpitable fhore of New Holland, .does 
not mean thereby to feat him for his life on a bed 
of rbfes. And yet, after all, this fentence will per- 
haps he in its effedls more merciful than num- 
bers of thofe who are the objefb of it have ei- 
ther deferved or expedted. The country of New 
Wales does not receive them in a bleak, hi- 
deous fblitude, deftitute of Ihelter from the fury of 
an, inclement Iky, like the frozen defeits of Siberia} 
and fuch of thofe unhappy people as teftify an amend- 
ment in their morals, or an inclination to embrace the 
profefllon of honeft induftry, will probably not be Ihut 
out from enjoying in Ibme meafure even the com- 
forts of life. 

Criminals were anciently allowed to abjure* the 
realm, though the firft ftatute inllidtine tranfportation 

See the^nexed'Kiicoinffe. 
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a punilhment vras pafied in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth: nor was it till the year i6i^ that the re- 
gular mode of tranlporting convifts took, place. They 
were; fent to Virginia; i,where a fettlement had .been 
formed about twelve y^rs before; which donfifted of a 
few creditable people. ’ 

This colony wa^egun under the unhap^ inilu« 
ence of a chartei''trom a king who affedted to be a 
legiflator j the prefent colonization of New Holland 
is likely to be eilablilhed under the wifer policy of 
an a£t of the whole Britilh Government, founded on 
vifible expediency^ aftd matured by temperate delibe- 
ration. The firfl: was loft by an- acknowledged mif- 
management j the latter, by means of falut^ Regula- 
tions, may, for ages to copie, incite the indullby, 
and extend the navigation of this country. Since 
the original period; however, when the Britiih Go- 
vernment firft adopted the mode of transferring its 
obnoxious fubjedts to the ufti and benefit of its infant 
colonies, the interefts of. commerce, and the political 
fituation of many leading ftates in Europe, have un* 
dergone confiderable changes. In the prefent for- 
mation, therefore, of a colony aft Botany Bay, or any 
other part of New South Wales, that efiablilhed by 
fiolland at the Cape of Good Hope is the beft and 
perhaps only model that can be had in vie^. The 
Engliih fettlenaent would difter from the Dutch in 
many circumftances} there are others, however, in 
which they would be, and more in which th^ ought 
to be, fimilar. The Cs^e is indeed the mofi; conve- 
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hteat Ipdt c(f any upon the gfobe as a place of call 
in the Eaft India voyage } on ‘the other hand. Botany 
and AiS'i'eft of New South Wales, may be ren- 
dered, in dte hands of this- nation, a more important 
inftrutnent for the improven^rit of' her commerce; 
a palEve inftrument, it is truo; for, notwithftanding 
the extent of its coaft, 'that ^^try, ^uppofmg it 
alrtfady coloniaed, can never, whil^he charter of the 
Eaft India. Company exifts, pofTefa a commerce of 
its own. It might, perhaps, appear impolTible to 
prevent the inhabitants of a whole colony, eQ>ecially 
if ehcreafed to any ms^itude, Trom becoming mer- 
chants on thek own Account; but, befides the reftric- 
tionH which it is in the power of the mother country to 
im^re> a fingle aft of the legiflature, rendering any 
■ perfon poiSelfod of property in Great Britain or Ire- 
land difqualiiied to become pofleflbrs of fixed pro- 
perty in New South Wales, would, it is imagined, 
go a great way to efieft fuch a prevention. Thus 
the traffic in particular of the Engliih Eaft India 
Company, would be as inacceffible to the colonifts 
of Wsdes, though, fettled on the borders of 
the Eaft, as to the inhabitants of the ifl^d of St. 
Helena. . ' 

But the future exiftence of fuch a colony k by 
fome re^rded as avifionary event, and deprecated 
byndiiirs as the probable fource of*unhappinefs to 
the ^rent ftate. Unfortunately indeed the prefent* 
age hai^ afibrded st precedent unknown to former 
tiAtnes, thb iilue of which ftandx an unfurmountable 
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bbjeftlon in the minds of thole who are adirer&ries to 
colonization upon a large Icale} and there -are others 
who look upon the forming of a new fettkmenc 
amongft an uncivilized people as imprafticable 
without committing an ^ unjuft in itlel^ and in ktt 
circumftances calamitous and fanguinaiy. Yet, cer- 
tainly, the errors and^l^udices of paft ages are not 
fairly adduced as an argument againft the fuccefs of 
fimilar mealures, when undertaken at this' period with 
the afliftance of fuperior lights. 

To time, however, muft be left the fulfilling or 
overturning of theft Irguments : a regular govern- 
ment, eftablilhed in a region ft extenfive and lb dif- 
tant from this country, which' ftems firft to have 
been hinted by Dampier, and afterwards ftill more 
fully recommended by the editor of Harrises voyages, 
may produce unlocked for events. The experiment 
at lead is made, and wears a good afped. Time 
will fliew how far it may be entitled to the approba- 
tion of the judicious and difinterefted, by either add- 
ing to the acquirements of philofophy, or pointing out 
new Iburces of national wealth; time will Ihew 
how far. the knowledge of thoft lately difcovered 
parts of the globe may be direded to enhance the 
comforts and add to the lights of poliftied Ibcie^, aS 
well as of cheir own ftill uncivilized poflefibrs j and 
how far it may tend to the general happinels of man- 
kind, and the glory of that Being, whoft providence 
has reftrved the diftovery of them, lmperft& }S ft is, 
to tbe preftnt generation. 

Concerning 
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Concerning the materials from which this wofk 
was colledted, it may not be improper to repeat, that 
they lie for the moft part fcattered in bulky volumes, 
which equally forbid the purchafc of the poor,- and 
difcourage the perufal of l|jie opulent. The follow* 
ing compilation may therefore lay claim at leaft to 
■die indulgence of the public, N^^on^ing a fund of 
information upon a fubjedt whi^ will probably one 
day becotjie of momentous concern to every indivi- 
dual that wilhes well to the profperity of this nation j 
particularly when it is confidered, that fuch informa- 
tion cannot poHibly be obtained without the laborious 
and defultory infpedtion of numerovis original pieces 
which bear the ftamp of very unequal merit, and cannot 
therefore afford the wifhed for degree of fatisfadtion 
to readers of any clafs. The voyages of captain Dam* 
pier, which contain fbme of the earlieft accounts of 
New Holland, befides being out of print, are written 
in fuch a ftyle, and treat of fuch matter, as confine 
them to the perufal of a few, and thofe chiefly in the 
naOtical line : they have always, however, been held in 
fufficient eftimation with refpedt to authenticity, and the 
variety of particulars that he comprifes in them, many 
of which were at the time of their publication but little 
known to the bulk of Englilh readers. Mr. Dam- 
pier was bred a feaman, and had received an educa- 
tion not much fuperior to that of the generality 
of young men Who embark in the fame prdfelfioi?. 
At the time of his firfb . arrival upon the coall of 
New Holland, he was one of the crew of a privateeri 

having 
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having fet fail from Acom^ck) in Virginia^ under the 
command of a captain Code, with whom he doubled 
Cape Horn, and entered the Great South Sea, in order 
to enjife againft the Spaniards in that quarter, in 
this voyage he was rou^ the worlds and after hia 
return the accounts which he putdiiht^ of his ob-^ . 
fervations on thofe particularly New Holland^ 

. together wkh hiis Ireputation as a feaman, recom> 
mended him fo powerfully to -the Earl of Pembr^e, 
then at the head of the Admirdty^ that his Majefty 
King William III. gave him the command of the 
Roebuck man of war, and fent him upon a voyage 
of difeovery to New Holland in the year 1699. 
From thefe two voyages, the latter of which was 
undertaken profededly foe the purpofe of exploring 
that immenfe trafl of coaft, then fo little known iit 
Eurc^e, are fele6bed all the particulars relative torltj 
which were judged propereft to convey a general ‘ 
defeription of the country and ks inhabitants; and 
the fidelity of Mr. Dampicr’s narrative appears fai- 
contellably from its concurrence with the accounts of 
other both earlier and later navigators who have vi-' 
fited the fame ifland. With the accounts that were 
made public concerning it, antecedent to his voyage 
thither, he leems to have been but imperfeftly ac- 
quainted, if we may; conclude from his manner of 
accounting for khe Dutch name of Endracht LMid^ 
^given to the firft dilcovered part of the Weftern eoaft 
!(fce Dampier’s Voyages, vol. I. p. 289). The 
plainnefs, and indeed roughnefs of his ftyie* in the 

nairation 
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narration of fuch events as took place in his ftveral 
trg^erfesj and the defcription of fuch objefts as fell 
whhin the pompafs of .hU oblervauon, though it may 
at prele]C(( difgoft t^e p^fhed reatkr from wading 
thrtni^fo crude a . mals of inforioiationj by no means 
derogflti^ from the merit of - his wock, with regard 
t^ dii^parttcular uie that has made of it in the 
fisHowing Hiftory of New Hwand;^ nor has the , 
compiler fcrupled to give, various extrafts from Mr. 
Dampier in the fame cn'igmal liinpliciiy of dicbon 
with winch the author has delivered them in his 
voyt^. 

The Journal of Sydney Parkinfon, who accom- 
panied the prefent illuAriops h^ of the Royal So< 
cictyj in quality of draughtsman, during part of his 
voyt^ round the world with captain Cook, afforded 
confiderab^ niatter in the deferiptton here given of 
the inhabitants and prodtrdrions of New South Wales, 
and- particularly the language of thofe Indians who 
inlu^it the banks of Endeavour River. This young 
man, who unfortunatelyj(with fevcral others onboard 
captain Cook’s fhip) fell a lacriiice to the infalubri- 
ous climate of Batavia, appears, from an impartial 
infpedrion of his work, to have been very well qua- 
lified for the department of a joumalifi. He is re- 
ptclented by Dr. Kenrick, the editor his journal, 
upon good authority, as a youth of •uncommon di- 
, ligence and fobriety, pofielfing,. befides thele lauda;.< 
ble .qualifies, an extraorthn^ epriofity and tHirfi of 
knowledge, with a fund of obfetvation feldpfti to be 

met 
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met with, elpecisUly in die youthful members of a 
marine . expedition, let their rank or advafltajges be 
what they may. From the rem^s therefore oCMr. 
Parkinfon, as digeiled 1^ that , i^ile^editor, many cu- 
rious particulars have be^ fekdled, wiikh cannot fail 
of throwing additional fight on the ample account 
given of New South ^ales by thdfe gentlemen, whole 
, more immediate province it was to infbhp the public 
on that head. His remarks will be founej to touch 
in general upon fuch fubjefb as hill equally" under 
the notice of any intelligent peribn, and to which die 
attention of his fupedors, engaged upon objefls' of 
more prefent importance, could not be expedited to 
defeend. The fpecimen which he has left of die 
language ufed on the Eaftern coaft of New Holland, 
and his enumeration of die natural produdls of the 
country, exemplify his minute and diligent obferva- 
tion of whatever moft forcibly engages the re^rds 
of a naturalift or a philofopher } and if the compiler 
. of thefe Iheets has taken a .J^rty of hypothefis in 
the arrangement of fome Mr. Parkinfon’s 

vocabulary, as inferred in the '‘ninth .chapter, it is no 
more than feems deducible from the |dain and uni- 
verfal principles of every language. The reader will 
eafily perceive that this alludes to the combinations of 
the particle ta os te in the vocabulary before men- 
tioned, to which he is , therefore referred. For the 
)«cft, wherever Mr, Parkitifon’s' obfervations relate to 
the fame fubgedls, particularly .naval, that are' intro- 
duced in the CQurfo of captain Cook’s narrative, they 

are 
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are for the moft part diftinguilhed from thofe of that 
gentleman by being included with brackets [ ]. 

Of the other journals ;md colleAions of vpyagcs, 
to which the editor is indebted, it is needlefs to 
^ak,' as they are both generally known, and ap- 
peaf det^ij^ more at large in the courfc of the 
work. 

* The expedition to New South Wales being ex-* 
peAed fhprtly to take place, it may not be unaccep- 
table to the reader to be informed of the numbers 
and equipment of the fleet defliined for that purpofe, 
and the nature of the eftabliftment with which it is 
propofed to cqmmence the Regular government of the 
colony, 


Captain Arthur Phillip of the navy, Governor and 
Commander in Chief of the territory of New 
South Wales, and of his Majefty's Jhips and 
vejfels employed on that <oaft. 


Major Robert R 
Richard Johnfon, '• 
Andrew Miller, 
David Collins, 
John Long, 

Janies Furzer, 
George Alexander, 
John White, 
Thomas Arndell, 
William Balmain, 


Lieutenant Governor » 
Chaplain. 

Commijfary. 

Judge Advocate^ 
Adjutant, 
garter Majler. 
Provoft partial. 
Surgym. 

Af^yint. Dittoi 
Ditto Dittoi 


His 
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pis Majefly’s ihjp Sirius, 

Captain Arthur Phillip. 

Capt^ John Hunteri 

His M^jefty’s armed tender Supply* 
Lieutenant H. L. Ball. 

Six trani^rts carrying the .convi6b« 
Alexander 210 men convicts, wom^convr^f 


Scarborough aio ^dittq 

Friendlhip 80 ditto 24 

Charlotte too dittq 24 

Prince of Wales 30 

Lady Peniyn S02 


Each tranfport J^as a detadiment of marines on board, 

r 

Three (lore (hips. 

The GoMen Grove, Fifhburn, and Bc^owdale j 
Carrying provifions, implements for hufbandry, cloath<^ 
ing, &;c, for the conviflis, 

yeutenant John Shordand, agent for the tranQwifi!* 
The garrifon is formed from the marines. 
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DiftribtUion of the Detachment of Marines for New South 
Wales, with the Number to be embarked on board of each 
of the tranjforts going^ upn that Service. 


Ships names. 


Names of officers. 


Captain Campbell 
Lieut. G. Johnfton 
Lieut. William Collins 

Captain Shea 
Lieutenant Kellow 
Lieutenant Morrifon 

Capt. Lieut. Meredith 
iLieutenant Clarke 
Lieutenant Faddy * 

Captain Tench 
Lieutenant Crefiwell 
Lieutenant Poulden 

l^tenant J. Johnfion 
Lieutenant Shairp 

Lieutenant Davy 
Lieutenant Timmins 
Provoil Martial 


Where to 
embark* « 


Lady Penryn, 

Scarborough, 

Friendfbipj 

Charlotte, 

Alexander, 

Prince of Wales 


Total of the detachment - - 


26 


36 


Portfmouth. 


Ditto. 


Plymouth. 


34pitto. 


30 


25 


*54 

6 


Woolwich. 


12 


1% 12 


to be put on 
boardhisma- 
160 jefty’sIhipSi- 
Viusas^pcr- 
njuneraries. 


Forty womb, wives to the marines, permitted to go out with the gar- 
riun. 


Since 








Since the firft edition of this work has been printed 
off, the plan of forming a fettlement in the environs 
of Botany Bay has been laid before Parliament, and 
unanimoufly approved. A code of laws has been 
compiled for the better government and regulation of 
the colony, and every ftep has been taken to enfure the 
good order and tranquillity of this infant eftablifliment, 
* and to effeftuate the humane and patriotic end which 
the undertaking had originally in view. Indeed, many 
purpofes are anfwered by the meafure, and many pro- 
fpeds will be opened jay the fucaefsful completion of 
it. In the mean time, lb fenfible are the unhappy 
exiles deftined to make the experiment of agriculture 
on the foil of New Wales, fo fenfible are they of the 
mildnefs of their fate, and the clemency of that go- 
vernment which has allotted them their prefent defti- 
nation, that, if it were poffible for the moft hardened 
to leave his native country, perhaps for ever, without 
feeling fome regret, they may be faid to have embraced 
this rigorous alternative even with a degree of chear- 
fulnefs} and, ftrange to tell! there have not been 
wanting voluntary candidates for banilhment to that 
remote Ihore. 

The love of novelty is one of thpfe principles that 
ad with moft powerful impreffion upon the human 
mind, and give rife to the fteady and perfevering exe- 
cution of enterprifes, wbich> impelled by a mover of 
lefs energy, would feel their currents turn awry. This 
palTion, perhaps, conneded 'indeed with the certainty 
of a provifion of fome fort at Botany Bay, and the 

b flattering 
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flattering profpe£t of being confidcred there as a valu- 
able appurtenance to fociety, were it only by incrcafing 
its number, which is an objeft with every infant fet- 
tlenicnt, has made many perfons ardently defirelro be 
included in the expedition ; and fuch a prepofleilion 
in thofe who were neither folicited nor compelled to 
embark in it, mufV naturally alleviate the horrors of 
banifhnu'iit to a criminal, though backed by the 
apprehcnllon of danger from a thoufand quarters. 

But though curiofity alone may with moil: people 
be a motive fufficiently powerful to induce them, 
under every difcouragc'.rent or inconvenience that at- 
tends travelling, to vifit the reraotefl; regions, there 
is an intereft in that particular part of the wojkl, which 
is deferibed in the following fliects, that comes home 
to every Englilliman. It is not merely the exploring 
of culres vc.fi and dcjvrti idle, or flcdlng the eye with 
every variety of f.ood and field, that alfords to the mind 
of a voyager the moft genuine fubjefl of confeious 
iatisfadion. The utility of his labours, and tlie im- 
portance of their objed, infinitely outweigh any light 
gratification of curiofity ; and in the fettling of New 
South Wales there is a flriking and momentous pro- 
fped of utility opened both to this country and the colo- 
nift, as well as of glory to the navigator, whofe future 
refearches fliall complete what little remains to be 
added to our difeoveries in that quarter. The tafli of 
performing this, would (it is fuppofed) be peculiarly 
animatipg to whatever commander fliould be entrufted 
with it : to meafure the gicat boundaries of nature, in 

climates 



cliaiates where none but the brave and much lamented 
Cook ever went before him, muft give a warmth to 
the exertions of every feaman who comes upon the’ 
fame track. Not a promontory or ifland, not a bay 
or river on that extenfive coaft, but would remind him 
of a name which will always be dear to the Britifli 
nation. Every circumftance of danger, every in- 
ftance of cool fortitude and unremitting perfeverance, 
that appears in the recital of his voyage along the 
whole inaritime extent of New Wales, will revive in 
the imagination of his lucceiTors in that arduous path 
of difcovery, as they vifit the relpeftive fcencs which 
gave birth to them. 

Hie Dorica cajlra. 

Hie Dolopum manus Csf favus tmdehat Achilles ^ 

In fine, the fatisfaftion of partaking in an expedition 
from which fo many new lights will probably be thrown 
upon various parts of natural hiftory, particularly that 
of the human Ipecies, pauft be no fmall incentive to 
tiic curiofity and enterprize of fuch as exped: the pro- 
bable attainment of thefeobjefts from the undertaking. 

To carry amongft the rude inhabitants of New 
Wales a pifture of fociety, which, though its features 
may be harfh to the ideas of an European, will appear 
oven for the prefent a degree more perfeft than any 
fubfifting among them, would of itfelf be an aft 
fuitable to the beneficence of a civilized power j how 
much more will the converfion, if prafticable, of the 
natives, ftill loft in pitiable ignorance, be an endeavour 
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worthy of a polilhed age, and reflcft defcrvcd luflre on 
the reign of an amiable and humane monarch. 
I am aware of the ridicule diat appears at firft blulh to 
accompany the thought of fending a parcel of ftlons, 
the refufe of our gaols, to convert the Indians round 
Botany Bay j but cannot help obferving, that, even 
with a view to the tranquillity and accidental interefl; 
of the fettlement, fuch an attempt properly managed, 
at a mature feafon, would by no means be fo con- 
temptible a policy, or a matter of fuch indifference, 
as fome may imagine. The votaries, indeed, of fu- 
perficial levity, or the profeflcd contemners of religion, 
would derive infinite entertainment from the idea that 
any fuch intention had ever exifted in favour of the 
poor untutored favages of New South Wales,, par- 
ticularly if it were to be eftefted by the example of 
their new miflionaries ; yet, if at fome future period 
they were to be in full .poffeflion of chriflianity under 
the charitable form in which it fubfifts in this country, 
it is not eafy to conceive what ill effefts could arilc, 
either to themfelves or their neighbours, from fuch a 
predicament. 

It is to be obferved, that the New Hollanders, at 
leaft thofe vifited by our countrymen, were never 
found to poffefs a fingle trace of religious worfhip, or 
the fmalleft conception of a Supreme Being j fo that, 
perhaps, the term of converting fava'^es of their de- 
feription may be improperly applied, as they are td 
appearance troubled with very few religious errors, 

and 
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and their minds, in all probability, a carte blanche^ 
with refpeft to any ideas whatfoever upon the fubjeft 
of religion. This circumftance, together with the 
fmallnefs of their numbers, of which it is perhaps the 
confequence, would be favourable to the attempt, 
were it ever thought expedient to make them com- 
prehend the leading principles of morality, as founded 
• on and applied to a focial ftate. l^Tor is it any ob- 
jeftion to the experiment, that other Indian nations, 
with whom Europeans have had intercourfe, are 
not brought over to their religion. From the 
Greenlander to the Hottentot, almoft every favage 
tribe has poflefled its own rude form of worlhip, 
which, amongft fome of them, is ^tended with a 
circumftantial variety of ceremonies. Thefe are 
powerful obftacles to the propagation of chriftianity, 
efpccially if undertaken with the tepid zeal of the 
prcfent agej but it is chiefly their abhorrence to 
civilization that has excluded chriftianity from amongft: 
favage nations, though it was embraced with fuch' 
avidity by the poliflied Pagans of former ages. The 
fame abhorrence, no doubt, prevails amongft the ig- 
norant New Hollanders, and to give them a relifh for 
the outward form of fociety, either in order to their 
converfion, or for any other purpofe whatfoever, the 
mildeft, the moft humane and afleftionate treatment 
will always be found the moft eflfedlual. Man, in 
every ftate, is by nature fond of independence* 
even the poor New Hollander is averfe to being mo- 
lefted upon his own territories. Captain CookVeems 
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to have adopted the moft prudent methou of concilia- 
ting a friendly intcrcourfe with thefe Indians : he fuc- 
ceeded by appearing to take not ,the Icaft notice of 
thciTii and, in all probability, the lefs eager ^'.uro- 
peans fhew themfelves in their advances towards 
friendfliip, and particularly the more referve they cic- 
monftrate with regard to their females, the more likely 
will they be at all times to eftablifh a good undcr- 
ftandiug with the people of the country. 

Suppofing the plan, upon its trial, to mcctwiih a 
reafonable degree of fuccefs, the foil of the ccuntry 
round Botany Bay, and the temperature of the climate, 
to be found fuch as will at lead not difeourage voli.n- 
tary fettlers, if it fhould hereafter be thought advife- 
able to enlarge the feheme, our rulers will haveevay 
advantage that can bewiflicd for thepurpofe of bring'- 
ing it happiiy to perfeftion. I'hcy poirei's the ex- 
perience derived from the failures andfticctfles of pad 
ages, which they will apply to promote the well being 
of the colony from its veiy firft foundation, and to 
avoid any radical errors or blemidies that may be 
found to have cxifled in our colonial fettlements heie- 
tofore. Amonglt fuch errors may be reckoned a mul- 
tiplicity of ill defined charters, and confequcntly a 
kind of difilmilarity in the conditution of contiguous 
lettlements. 

In order to dilate the extent of tlif colony by indu- 
cing a greater ftrength of population, Government wi|l 
probably never be at a lofs for materials. There al- 
ways exills in this country a confiderable number of 
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hoje hands, as they are exprefiivdy termed, that is, not 
bound to their country by any very firm ties of af- 
fection, and fuch therefore as fhe can pretty well 
Ipare^. Full of enterprize and fond of novelty, they are 
ever ready to embrace any fuch condition as the pre- 
fent plan, holds forth j and, ftrange as it may appear, 
fuch perforis, though for the moll part carrying few 
fymptoms of induftry about them, have often, upi)n 
changing their foil, become remarkably diligent, la- 
borious, and thriving. It is not uncommon to fee an 
idle peafant enlilt himfelf as a foldier, from an appre- 
lienfion of being forced into matrimony and houfe- 
kcoping, and yet, perhaps, in a lliort time, marry and 
maintain a fmall family on the flender pittance of a 
private man’s pay. The motives to induftry are as 
variable as the charafters of men, and thofe might be- 
come good colonifts, who would probably never add 
much to the ftrength of the ftate as citizens. If this 
be not a fufneient anfwcr to fuch as dread the leflcning 
of our population, and fuppole that a colony in Bo- 
tany Bay would drain England of many induftrious 
and efteftive citizens, let them confider that three mil- 
lions of people fpeak the Englifii language in North 
America, and that if that country had not been peo- 
pled by emigrants from this, if an European lettler 
did not exift there at prefent, but the native Indians 
ftill pofleffed thg whole continent, the population of 
|his country would perhaps not be a thoufand men the 
ftronger for it. A variety of caufes, befides emigra- 
tion, contribute to keep our numbers down nearly to 

b 4 one 



one ftandard. But, however, admitting that a fettle- 
ment at Botany Bay would take oft' gradually con- 
fiderable draughts from this country, it muft be 
obferved alfo, that our government can at any, time 
regulate the defeription of perfons to be fettled there, 
at leaft negatively, and by its veto reftrain manufac- 
turers from emigrating thither; if there Ihould even be 
found fome fo imprudent as to defire it. Indeed, that 
any tradefmah in his fenfes Ihould entertain a thought 
of the kind, is hardly to be fuppofed; efpecially a 
workman employed in any bufinefs which requires 
a large capital, or complicate,d machinery, fhould 
be the laft perlbn upon earth to transfer himfelf to a 
country almoft in a ftate of nature, where he muft 
unavoidably forfeit every advantage of perfonal eftima- 
tion that he derives from his Ikill as an artificer, and 
fink below the level of all that can wield a Ihovel or 
mattock with more ftrength or dexterity than him- 
felf. 

Upon the whole, the objeflions againft this plan 
are fuch as hold good with rcljicft to all colonies, and 
its advantages are in fome fort peculiar to itfelf. Bc- 
fides thofe which may be inferred from what has gone 
before, the eftabliftiment of fuch a bulwark to our 
Eaft India poflellions, as this colony may in time be- 
come, Ihould be a confideration of no fmall moment 
to all who judge thofe pofteftions to bg of importance. 
A lettlemcnt of tolerable ftrength on the coaft of New, 
3outh Walts, would be great advantage to our caufe 
in the event of a future w^, particularly if our ancient 

, friends 



PREFACE. xxY 

friends the Dutch fhould happen to be the adverfe party. 
And if this coaft Ihould be found to afford a pearl- 
fifhery, which is not impoffible, its value as a colonial 
territory will then be intrinfic, and fpeak for itfeif. 
Such is at leaft the way of thinking of moft people 
who are led by the outfide glitter of things, and ima- 
gine that a nation’s wealth confifts in its gold and 
jewels. On this footing it may be afked at prefent, 
what advantage a fettler at Botany Bay can propofe to 
himfclf. The foil is reprefented as but indifferent, 
and not known to produce any article of beneficial 
traffic. This is true.i but, on the other fide, the 
country is every where capable of cultivation, and 
were fettlers to fix there merely for the confideration 
of receiving a certain quantity of land each, it is per- 
haps as eligible a fpot upon the whole as North 
America ; for though the foil of the latter be, in ge- 
neral, fuperior as to capabiliiyy yet the trouble of clear- 
ing it is allowed to be a tafk difeouraging to any 
but the moft laborious perfeverance j .a tafk which 
will not be impofed on the members of Botany Bay 
colony. The principal part of North America, if 
not the whole, was planted by colonifts who had little 
other advantage immediately in view than the mere 
property of certain portions of land which their own 
induftry was to render produfiive. But with refpeft 
to national advantage. New South Wales, if as popu- 
loufly inhabited at this moment as North America, 
would be preferable to it as a colony on this account, 
that its climate would enable it to produce, on thole 
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arable fpots that abound amldfl: its general barrennels, 
every article which depends on warmth of climate for 
its growth. Whether tobacco, indigo, raw filk, and 
wines, may not hereafter be amongft the exportations of 
Botany Bay, who can pronounce ? However, at all 
events, its fituation in the neighbourhood of Bengal, 
one of the moll interefting appendages of the Britilh 
empire, would ferve as a connexion between that ter- 
ritory and our colonies nearer home, befides forming, 
as was mentioned above, a very powerful bulwark in 
favour of the former. 

Thus much will fulEce conperning the merits of 
the plan for colonizing part of New South Wales ; it 
is now time to give fome account of the country itfelf, 
and, in general, the whole of that immenfe tradl com- 
prehended under the name of New Holland. 
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§ I. ^T^HE Romans permitted an accufed citizen, 
X in every cafe before judgment to withdraw 
himfelf from the confequcnces of conviftion into 
voluntary exile. 

“ Kxiliwn (inquit. Cicero) * non J^pplicium eft, 
Jed ferfugium, portufque Jupplicii. Itaque nulla in 
“ lege noftra reperietur, ut apttd catenas civitates, 
nuileficium ullum exilio ejfe multatum. Sed cum 
“ homines vincula, neces, ignominiajque vitant, qua 
“ flint legilus conjlituta ; confugiunt, qiiaft ad aram, 
“ in exilium \ qui,Ji in civilate legis vim fubire vellent, 
“ KGH prius civilatem, quam vitam amitterent. ^ia 
“ nolunt, non adimitur his civitas-, fed ab bis relinqui- 
“ tur atque deponitur." 

\ 2. Tranlj)ortation f was totally unknown to the 
common law of England; but the anticnt praftice of 

abjuration 


* Oiat. pro A. Cnecln. c. 34.. 

f We may eafily form a probable guefs as to its fii ft introduftion into 
ciir lawsj for by ftala 39 Eliz c. 4. it was eiia^ed, that dangerous 
rogues, and fuch as will not be reformed of tbeir rogiiifli courfe of life, 
Vuy lawfully by the jufticesin their quarter feftions be baniflied out of 
the realm and all other the dominions thereof, into Inch parts beyond 
the feas as fliall be for that purpofe affigncd by the Privy Cotincil 5 at 
iibtrvdift hi a^ijudgid per to the galiiu of this realm,"' And 
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abjuration of the realm bore a ftrong refemblance to 
the Roman inftitution. ** This was permitted, fays 
“ Sir E. Coke, when the felon chofe rather ferdere 
patriamf quam vitam.” The oath of perpetual 
banifhmcnt was then adminiftered to him by the 
coroner in the church,, or church-yard, to which he 
had fled ; and a crofs was delivered into his hand for 
his protection on his journey. This cuftom no longer 
I'ubfifts i for the privileges of fanCluary J being taken 
away by the a£h of James I. the abjuration, as at the 
common law, being founded thereon, was virtually 
abolilhed. ^ 

§ 3. At prefent, banilhment is in England, as in 

further, every rogue fo baniniecl,^ and returning without licence, was 
made guilty of felony, but within the benefit of clergy. And for the 
t>etter indemnifying of fuch rogues lb returning, it was alfo enacted that 
prior to their banifhment they fhould be “ thoioaghly burned upon the 
left fhoulder with a hot burning iron of the breadth of an Englilh Ihil- 
ling, wiili a great Roman Rupon the iron, for a perpetual mark upon 
luch rogue during his or her life.” SccRastall's Statutes, p. 479. 

But tranfpor cation more nearly as nowpraftiled feems to hhve taken 
place about the time of the Refloration. For, faith L. C. J Kelyng, 
p. 45, “ Copeland (the piifoner) alledged, that he had done nothing 
but what he ought to do to ferve his friend \ and this favourable cir- 
cumftance was allowed to be put into the King's pardon, amongll thofe 
prifoners of that nature who were to be fent beyond the lea 5 it halving 
bttn iaiely that for felonies within clergy, if the prifoncr defire it, 
not to.give his book, but procure a conditional pardon from the King, 
and fend him beyond fca to ferve five years in fonie of the King’s plan- 
tations, and then to have land there afligned to him, according to the 
ufe in thofe plantations for fervants after their time expired \ with a 
condition in the pardon to be void if they do not ^o, or if they reiuin 
into England during feven years, or after without the King's licence.'* 

% A very particular defeription of fanfluary and abjuration may be* 
found in *«Lc Grand Couftumier,” f. 13. Sec alfo the Mirror, 
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Ruffia*, more frequently infli£ted as a mode of pu- 
nifhment, than permitted as an aft of mercy. But 
in Ruflia it is made fubfervient to political utility; 
and tltofe> who have by their mifeonduft loft all claim 
to the indulgence of their countrymen, are compelled 
to undergo a feparation from all domeftic connect 
tions, the rigours of a horrid climate, and the unhealthi- 
nefs of mines, in the place of better citizens, who 
muft otherwife be neceflitated to accept lb fevere a 
lot. 

On the contrary, every eSeft of banilhment, as 
praftifed in England, is often beneficial to the crimi- 
nal, and always injurious to the community. The 
kingdom is deprived of a fubjeft, and renounces all 
the emoluments of his future exiftence. He is 
merely transferred to a new country j diftant indeed, 
but as fertile, as happy, as civilized, and in general 
as healthy, as that which he hath offended. 

It would not be incredible then, if this punilhment 
Ihould be aflerted in Ibme inftances to have operated 
even as a temptation to the offence; in many inftances 
hath its infufficiency been a fatal argument for the mul- 
tiplication of capital penalties. 

§ 4. It deferves ferious and immediate confidera- 
tion, how far, and by what means, this defeft in our 

* L*exil en Siberia porte avec fol une forte de reprobation 9 il rend 
un homme fi inalheureux,que quoiqu*il vive au milieu de fee femblables^ 
fbut le roonde le fuit ; perfonne n'ofe avoir avec lui aucune efpece dc 
liaifon ; mais c'efl; moitis a caufe du crime qu'on lui fuppofej que par 
la craiiite qu*on a du defpStes 

Voyages en Sib. t. i. p. 23^. 
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law may be redreffed. It might perhaps be prac- 
ticable to direft the ftrldt employment of a 
limited number of convifted felons in each of the 
dock-yards, in the ftannaries, faltworks, mine^, and 
public buildings of the kingdom. The more enor- 
mous oiFenders might be fent to Tunis, Algiers, and 
oth^ Mahometan ports, for the redemption of 
chriftian flares : others might be compelled to dan- 
gq-ous expeditions ; or be fent to eftablilh new colo- 
nies, faftories, and fettlements on the coafts of Africa, 
and on fmall iflands for the benefit of navigation. It 
muft however be confefled, that it is not eafy to deter- 
mine upon theory the fuccefs of political innovations j 
it is indeed impoflible for a fpeculative writer in his 
clofet to colleft the proper materials for this purpofe. 
Prafticable fchemes on fuch fubjefts can only be ob- 
tained from merchants and others, who are qualified 
by experience to point them our, and have the in- 
ducement of intereft to promote their fuccefs. 

§ 5. I cannot difmifs this fubje£t without ex- 
prefling a doubt, relative to the propriety of punilhing 
with death a return from tranfportation j elijccially 
where the original offence was not capital. It cer- 
tainly is not juflified by neceflltyj for it is eafy, if 
lequifite, to fend the delinquent abroad again, with- 
out any confidcrable . degree either of expence or 
trouble. Will it be faid, tliat he defervedly fuffers 
for the breach of a compaa, which he is fuppofed to* 
have mgde ? In many inftances the tranfportation is 
not in the nature of a conditional pardon, but di- 
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refted by pofitive law*i in no inftance is fuch a 
compaft reconcileable to the law of nature. 

On the whole, is not fuch feverlty inconfiftent with 
that le*ading principal which forbids penal laws to 
attack the natural fentiments of the heart ? " Duri efi 
“ non defiderare patriam. Can Jmt parentes, can 

liberif propinqui^ familiares \ Jed omnes omnium cdri- 
“ fates patria una complexa eji : pro qud quif bonus 
“ dubitet mortem oppetere 

§ 6. By ftat. 20 Geo. II. c. 46. it is made a 
felony without benefit of clergy, for rebels under 

* In fupport of this afTertion I (hall cite Tome authorities ; pnvioufly 
<ihfer<vwgt that ** exclufion from fociety is the proper puni/hment of 
thofe only, who are become objects of terror to their fellow-citizens in 
confcquence of very heinous crimes, either not equivalent to the uiti* 
mum fuppiictum, or of which they have been convifled by difputable 
and unfatisfa^ory evidence.” 

Sy 6 Geo. I. c. 13. and 4 Geo. I. c. ir. any perfons convifledof 
larceny, either grand or petit, and entitled to clergy, may in the difcre- 
tion of the court be directed to be tranfported to America for feven 
years ; and if they return within chat tiniei it fliall be felony without 
benefit rif clergy. 

By fi.'U- 10 Geo. II. c. 32. the penalty of tranfportation for /even 
years is ip.ili£led on the fecond offence of Healing deer in any unin- 
clofed foiulij and for the firft offence upon fuch as come to hunt 
there, armed with offenfive weapons. 

By 26 Geo. II. c. 19. ^ 11. perfons convifled of affaulting any ma- 
giftrate or ofticer, &c. in the falvage of any velfel or goods, are to be 
tranfported for feven years. 

Ibid. c. 33* § 8. perfons convifled of folemnizing matrimony 
without banns or licence, &c. /hall be tranfpbrted for fourteen years. 

Alfo, by 5 Geo. III. c. 14. perfons Healing or taking filli in any 
water within a park,^ paddock, orchard or yard, and the receivers, 
adders, and abettors, /liall be tranfported for feven years. 

I have not feleftcd thefe as the mofl exceptionable inftances ; there 
are many others, in which tranfportation is infli 61 ed upon offences by 
no means fo heinous in their nature, as to require the extirpation of the 
ciiminal from the fociety of his fellow citizens. 
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ientence of tran(portation to go into France or Spain * 
and the fame feverity is extended to ^ the friends of 
fuch perfons, keeping or entertaining any correl^nd- 
ence with them by letters, meilages, or otherwil^. 

In the wording of this claule, there is not any 
iaving of even the moll innocent interchanges of 
friendlhip. Shall then the lawgiver infringe all the 
ties and privileges of humanity ? Shall he point the 
Iword of jiiftice againft the bofom of fidelity ? To 
fuch a lawgiver I would fay, Confult your own 
** heart, and infli£t not chaftilement on adlions, 
which a good mind cannot difapprove 1” 
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^gue rs.^ Jfl^r der to preferve thei ^ilibrium of; 

land of the Souther^ hemiQihere, 

^ fy{tenn> mufl: extend to and fur- 

••ifoSnd^the Antarftic pole, in the fame manner as we 
good grounds, the oppofue fpace of 
the earth to be principally taken up with folid land. 
But .though fuch an opinion has been proved er- 
roneous, and the exiftence of a Southern continent, 
of which New Holland was to form a part, found 
to be only imaginary, yet this country, for its vaft 
extent, may itfelf alone very juftly be ilyled a conti- 
nent } and in this view it has been confidered by 
feveral late authors, fome of whom take notice of its 
refemblance to the other great parts of the globe in 
many particulars, befides magnitude. Its Southern- 
moft extremity, fay they, has a remarkable fimilarity 
to the Southern points and extremities of other 
continents ; it appears black, rocky, and of confide- 
rable elevation. Thus the Cape of Good Hope pre- 
fents a high, bleak, and rocky point j Cape Comorin 
allb, the Southernmoft poiilt of India, and Cape Fro- 
ward, in South America, are of the fame nature. 
Each of thefe capes feems to be the extremity of a 
range of high mountains running Northward. Ame- 
rica has the Andes running North and South, and 
ending In Cape Frov/ard, nay, extending even beyond 
Magellan’s Straits to Cape Horn. The high rocks 
.of the Southern extremity of Africa, at the Cap» 
of Good Hope, are continued, by a long range of 
lofty riiountains, running in the direction of North 
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Eaft, from tlieCapes Afia terminates at CapeCdmorin, 
in a high rocky' point, formed by the extremity of 
a chain of the mountains of Gatte j and in the fame 
manner the Southernmoft point of New Holland ex- 
hibits a rocky elevated cape, which, according to the 
accounts of Tafmart and our laft navigators, feems to 
be continued in a feries of mountains', extending a 
good way up to the North. But the refemblance be- 
tween thefe continents (according to the fame obferva- 
tions) is not confined to their Sotithernmoft extremi- 
ties alone ; they have all a great finuofity on the Weft 
fide, and one or more large ifiands to the Eaftward. 

Thus the finuofity of America on its Weft fide is 
evident about the tropic of Capricorn, that of, 
Afsica to the North of the line. The former has, to 
the Eaft of .its South point, Terra del Fuego, Staten 
Land, and the Falkland Ifles j tlie latter, Mada- 
gafear, and feveral fmall iflands to the Eaft or North 
Laft of its .Southern extremity. Again, beyond'Cfam- 
baya, in Afia, towards ^the river Sind, there is a 
finuofity fimilar to thofe already mentionedj and on die 
Eaft fide of Cape Comorin is the ifland of Ceylon. 
The fame circumftances are obfervable in New 
Holland : the finuofity in die outline of its Weftern 
coaft being remarkably fimilar to that of Africa j 
and laftly, to the Eaftward of this country lie the 
two large iflandi which forai New Zealand. 

^ Whatever may be thought of the refemblance of 
New Holland to the other continents in outline atld 
external conformation^ its • immenfe extent certainly 
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entitles it to a rank amongft them, beipg little, if at 
all, inferior in area to the habitable part of Europe. 
The difcovery, however, of its real boundaries, even 
fo far as they are known, exhibits it confiderably 
fhort of the imaginary extent attributed to it by 
many who adopted the notion of an Antarftic con- 
tinent. It was thought by them to communicate to 
. New Zealand and the Auftralia del Efpiritu Santo, 
fo named by. a Spanilh Captain, Don Pedro Fer- 
nando de Qniros. This, gentleman, in the year 
1609, reported immenfe difeoveries in die South 
Seas, and adtually prefented feveral memorials, to the 
court of Madrid, defiring alTiftance for the con- 
queft and fetdement of them, and reprefenting the 
traft of land, of which he claimed the difcovery^ as 
equal in bignefs to Europe and the LelTcr Afia taken 
together. Seven years after (A. D. 16 16) a part 
of the Weftern coaft of.New^iolland was difeovered; 
which circumftance added credibility to the ideal ' 
continents of Quiros. This part w^as called the Land 
of Endracht, or Concord, from the name of the 
fliip by which the difcovery was made; and, various 
parts of the Weftern coaft being ^explored in fubfe- 
quent voyages, principally by Dutch navigators, the 
difeoveries of Fernando- de Quiros feemed to have 
received every neceflary confirmation, and the whole 
traft of continent, thus connected by imaginary com- 
munications, was called by the name of Terrar 
Auftralis Incognita. We have no diftinft or perfeft 
relation of tlie earlier difeoveries on the Weftern coaft 
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of New Holland} and although the Dutch have 
caufed a .map of them to be laid down in the pave- 
ment of the Stadthoufe at Amfterdam, in which they 
give names to many parts of the ifland, yet they 
have cautioufly avoided publiftiing any defcription or 
particular account of the country, or, if any fuch 
were ever written, they have purpofely fuppreffed 
them. Indeed, it is a matter of uncertainty, whether 
they had it in their power to delcribe any part of this 
immenfe ifland beyond the bare fea coaft, or whether 
any Dutchmai\ ever fet foot upon the country before 
the year 1629, when Francis Pelfarc, a Dutch com- 
modore *, was wrecked upon this coaft, in latitude 
28° South. Pelfart failed from the Texel Odtober 
28, 1628, having under his command ten Ihips, 
befidcs his own, the Batavia, which were all fitted 
out by the diredors of the Dutch Eaft India company. 

«,On tlie 4th of June, 1629, being feparated from his 
fleet in a ftorm, he was driven on the fhoals, fince 
called the Abrolhos of Frederic Houtman, which lie 
on-the coaft of New Holland, in the latitude above 
mentioned. As this is the earlieft narrative that 
conveys any authentic defcription of the country, 
we fhall prefent the reader with, the account of that 
part of New Hollarid as colleded from the Dutch 
journal of Pelfart;|s voyage, after premifing a fuccind 
Retail of the few difcoveries, relating to this ifland, 
which were made prior to that time. 

* See Harris’s ColleAion of Voyage*, tqI. I. pag. 932, 
Campbell’s edition. 
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In the year 1618, two years after the Wcftern 
coaft was firft feen by thofe on board the Ihip En- 
draclit, and which part lies (according to the Dutch 
charts) between the tropic of Capricorn and 28* 
South latitude^ another part of New Holland, nearly 
from II to 15* South, was difcovTred by Zeachcn. 
He feems to have coafted this quarter of the idand 
from the entrance into the Gulph of Carpentaria, 
(the country on the Weft of which he called the 
Land of Arnheim), as far as the North Weft cape of 
what he named Diemen’s Land, which cape lies 
nearly in 11° South latitude, and 130” 00' Eaft of 
Greenwich. In 1619 John Van Edels gave his name 
to another part of this coaft, about latitude 29* 
South. 

In 1 622, the South Weft extremity of the ifland was 
difcovfred, and received the name of Landt van 
de Leuwen, or the Land of Lions j and, five years ■ 
afterwards, Peter Van Nuyts difeovered a confidera- 
ble part of the Southern coaft, which communicates 
with the Iland of Lions, and extends -toward the 
Eaft, hnd had theieby, fays my author, an opportunity 
of bcftqwihg his narne upon one of the fineft countries 
in the world, Tlie Weftern-part of New Holland, that 
Ues between the tropic qf Capricorn and 15* South, 
was difeovered in 1628, on behajf pf the Dutch 
Eaft India company, andj from the name of th^,. 
- commodore who commanded the fquadron, was 
ftyled'-De Witt’s Land j and, the fame year, Peter 
C^penter, a general in the feryice of the fame com- 
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pany, having difcovered a large gulph on the Northern 
part of New Holland, gave his name to the country 
lying on the Eaft fide o( it. This traft, which is of 
pretty large extent, ftretching between 10” and 18“ 
South, has therefore fince borne the name of Carpen- 
taria, from its difcoverer. General Carpenter fecms 
to have, explored this gulph of Carpentaria to its head 
witli a tolerable degree of accuraejr, though it does 
not appear that difeoveries were his objeft when he 
fell in with the land in this quarter, as he was re- 
turning from Batavia to Eufope with five Eaft India 
fhips richly laden under his command. He has de- 
lineated the outline of the whole gulph, and given the 
name of fivers to a variety of inlets along the Eaftern 
fide of it, and they are marked accordingly in the 
Dutch chart. 

Such was the ftate of the difeoveries on the coaft 
of New Holland, or, rather, at that time. Terra 
Auftralis Incognita, when commodore Pelfart, as 
•before mentioned, was Ihipwrecked on thofe abrolhos, 
or Ihoals, which have received their name from Fre- 
deric Houtman, of Alkmaer, who commanded a 
fieet of Dutch Eaft Indiamen in 1618. Dampier, 
who fell in with the North part of thefe Ihoals in his 
fecond voyage to New Holland, lays it down in la- 
titude 27 ®, and fuppofes the outward edge of them 
thereabouts to be 16 leagues off fhore. When the 
“Batavia, Pelfart’s fiiip, which had upwards of two 
hundred and thirty men on bbard, ftruck upon thefe 
banks, there was no land in fight, but an ifland about 
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dtftance of three leagues, and a few fmaller in^nds^ 
or rather rocks, which lay nearer. On thefe the 
greateft part of the crew wer^ landed, together with 
the moft Valuable goods of the cargo and the Ihip’a 
wa^, as there was none to be found on any of the 
iflands. The fcarcity of this article, and the difeon-? 
tents of his people, obliged Pelfart, rather againft 
his wilL to go in the Ikiff, and endeavour to procure 
water in fome of the adjaceht iflands, leaving his 
lieutenant an^ feventy of his men ftill aboard the ibip, 
and on the point pf perilhing along with her. He 
accordingly coafted them all with the greateft care, 
and found in moft pf them conficlctable quantities of 
water in the holes of the rocks, bvit fo mixed with 
fca water as to be unfit for ufe. He was therefore 
obliged to go farther, and fiad not been long at fea, 
before his people had fight of the continent, which 
appeared to them tp be about fixteen miles North by 
Weft from the place where they had fufFered fhipwreck. 
The next day they plied on the coaft, failing fome- 
times North, fometimes Weft, the land hereabouts ap- 
pearing low, naked, and .the Ihore cxcclfively rgcky, 
fo ^ to rcfcmble the country about Dovef. Fpr twp 
days more they continued their courfe to the North, 
with rough ftprmy weather, and the fea running lb 
high, that it was inipolTible to apprpach the Ihorc. 
They now found thcmfelves in latitude 27 ® South, and, 
epntinuijig to fail with a Sputh Eaft wind in fight .oi^ 
1 ^, found the Ikore ftiJI fo exccffiycly fteep, th^t 
^cre ^as no poffibility of landing; for, contrary to 
. ' ' ' ’ ■' what 
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what is ufually obfervable on fea-coafts^ there was 
no creek or low land here without the rocks j and tlus 
circumftance was the more vexatious, becaufe wilbu 
Ihore the country appeared extremely fhiltful 
pleafant. Arriving in latitude 45® they 
ferved, that a current, fetting to the North,, ha^ ear^ 
ried them beyond their reckoning. The land here 
trended to the North EalV, the coaft bearing die ap- 
pearance of one continued rock, remarkably level at 
the top, and of a reddilh colour, againft which the 
waves broke, with fuch impetUofity as to make it im- 
poiTible for the IkifF to approach the flipre. At the 
height of 44° South latitude, with a fmall gale at 
and a continuance of the current in the lame diretflioi^ 
they failed flowly along the coail;, till perceiving a 
great deal of fmok^ at a diftance, they rowed to- 
wards it as fall as they were able, in hopes of finding 
inhabitants, and water of courfej however, when 
they came near the Ihofc, they found it lb fteep, lb 
full of rocks, and the fea beating over them with 
fuch fury, that it was impolTible to land. In this tan<< 
talizing lituation, fix of the men, trufting their 
Ikill and expertnefs iti fwimming^' threw th4|nfelvn 
into the lea, relblving to get on Ibwe at any rat^ 
which with great difficulty and danger they at laft* 
effected, the Ikiff remaining at anchor in twenty-five 
fathom water. Thcfe men Ipent the whole day oa 
fiiSre in looking for water, and, while they were thus^ 
employed, law four of the natives, who came uff very 
gear i but oge pX the Dytch lailors advancing towards 
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they irruBcdiately ran away as faft as they could, 
£> as to be diftin£Uy fcen by thofe who remained in the 
fkiff. Thefc people were black favages, and quite 
nake^ not having fo much as a covering about their 
n^dle. The failors, finding no hopes of water on 
alt the coaft, fwam on board again, much hurt and 
iRiounded by the furf daftiing them upon the rocks ; * 
and, as foon as they were on board, Mr. Pelfart 
weighed anchor, and continued his courfe along the 
fliore, in hopes of finding a better landing-place. 
They had now been fix days at fea, and on the morn- 
ing of theTeventh they difcovered a cape, from the 
extreme points of which there ran a ridge of rocks a 
mile into the fea, and behind this lay another ridge. 
The fea being pretty calm, they ventured ii> between 
them, but found no paflage. •About noon another 
opening appeared, and, as the lea was fiill fmooth, they 
entered’ it, although the paflage was very dangerous 
even for a lki£F, being only two feet water, with a rug- 
ged ftony bottom. The coaft here appeared a flat 
iandy beach for about a mile : as loon, therefore, as 
thpy got on fiiore, they immediately let about digging 
in. the fand, in order to procure frelh water ; but what 
came into their'v/ells was fo orackifh that they could 
*Hot drink it, although ready to faint through exceflive 
thirft. At length, however, after fome fearch, they 
met with confiderable quantities of rain water in the 
hollows of the rocks, which was an inexpreflible relief 
nrfen who had been for Ibme days on the allowance 
of a pint apiece. Frojna thefe refervoirs in the rocks 
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they furnilhcd themfelves in the night with eighty 
gallons of water, which was all that they were able 
to procure in this' cove, notwithftanding the next 
day their fearch was repeated to a much greater ex* 
tent all round. Near the place where Pellart and his ' 
crew had landed, was a large heap of alhes, and the 
* remains of fome cray hlh; from which they naturally 
concluded that a party of the natives had lately been 
upon the fpot. Having now, therefore, time to exa* 
mine the country around them, which the preffing 
calls of nature had hindered them from doing before, 
they endeavoured to colledt every knowledge refpeft* 
ing it that their circumftances would allow ; . which, 
indeed, was very contra&ed,* as the unpromising afped: 
of the country by no means invited them to travel far 
within land. 

This part of New Holland appeared to Mr. Pelfait 
a thirfty, parched, and barren plain, covered with 
ant-hills fo high that they looked at a diftance like 
the huts of negroes; and the air was infefled with 
fuch , multitudes of flies that the Dutchmen were 
Scarcely able to keep themfelves clear of them. They 
had now ainother fight of thp natives to the number 
of eight, who apperred at a diftance, with each a flaff 
in his hand, and advanced towards them within 
mulket Ihot ; but as foon as they perceived the 
D^tch Tailors moving to meet them, they fled with 
all their fpeed. As the commodore, therefore, fa\y 
no appearance either of procuring more water, or 
of entering into any correfpondehce wfth the natives, 
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he refolved to go on board, and continue his courfe 
towards the iJortb, in hopes, as they were- already 
paft the Southern tropic, being in latitude 22® 17', 
they might polfibly be fortunate enough to find the 
'river of Jacob Reratnefccns, in De Witt’s Land j but, 
die wind veering about to the North-Eaft, they were 
not able to keep any longer upon this coaft ; and 
therefore refle^ing that they were now above one 
hundred and twenty leagues from Houtman’s Shoals, 
and had fcarce as much water as would ferve them in 


their pafTage back, they came to a rcfolution of 
making the beft of their way to Batavia, in order to 
acquaint the governor general with their misfortunes, 
and to obtain fuch afSflahce as was necelTary to get 
their people off the coaft. The circumftances which 
took place, in the interim, amongft thofe of the crew 
and paffengers of the Batavia, who remained be- 
hind on the ifland near Houtman’s Shoals, are imma- 
terial to this account, and therefore we omit them. 
One particular is worthy of remark. Part of the 
Batavia’s people were fent to look for water on one 
of the iflands near the fpot where fbe was wrecked, 
and, having landed there, had fubfifted for near 
three weeks upon rain water, and what lodged in the 
cliffs of the rocks^ not imagining that the water of 


wells which were on the ifland pould be of any 
thtri^^^ they faw them conftantly rife and fall with the 
met concluded from this . circumftance, 

communication with the fea, the water 
t3fe ^ brackifh : however, upon 
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NEW HOLLAND. Ij 

trial it was found to be very good, and the Ihip’s^ 
company were thenceforward plentifully lupplied. 

It is remarkable how nearly this account of New 
Holland, given by Captain Pelfart, agrees in every 
material circumftance with that of Dampier, who 
feventy years after furveyed the coaft more extenfively, 
in two fuccelfive voyages, one of which was under- 
taken folely for that puipofe. Every defeription, 
therefore, of the face of the country and the inhabi- 
tants, given before Pelfart’s time, muft be looked 
upon as fiditious and chimCTical. It had been re- 
ported, for inftance, amongft other things, that when 
the Dutch Eaft India company fent fome Jhips upon 
this coaft to make difeoveries, their landing was 
oppofed by the natives, whom thefe reports repre- 
fented as people of a gigantic ft^ture, and too formi- 
dable to contend with on account of their incredible 
ftrength and ferocity. But the unfavourable idea 
which the Dutch government always endeavoured to 
give of New Holland, by deferibing it as one im- 
menfe, barren, fandy defert, deftitute of the firft 
grand neceflary for the fufteriance of human life, 
water, or at beft having no other than falt*water 
rivers, and, in fliort, by reprefenting its natural dif> 
advantages in a light ftill more uninviting, was the 
obvious effect of their policy, in drdcr to deter or 
difguft other nations from attenipting to make fettle- 
ments in the neighbourhood of their iflands. When 
the Dutch had obtained that objeft which the^hsUf 
firft in view in undertaking the £^-India trade; 

when 
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when they had made themfelves entire and fble 
mailers of the fpice illands, by effedtually driving 
out the Englifli from their poffeffions rn thofe iflands j 
when they had firmly eftablilhed their Eaft India 
c<Hnpany upon an extenfive and permanent founda- 
tion, and framed its conftitution in a manner per- 
fefljy conlbnant to their democratical form of go- # 
vernmfent, lb that it became a member vitally ne- 
ceflary, as it were, to their llrength and greatnefs as 
a commercial nation; when thefc ends were accom- 
plilhed, and their feat of fovereignty in the Eaft 
transferred from Amboyna to Batavia, they began to 
turn their views from the difcovery of new countries 
in the Southern hemilphere to the. cultivation and im- 
provement of their infular polTelficns in that part of 
the globe. For this purpofe they adopted two lead- 
ing maxims: firft to extend their trade over all the 
Indies, and to fix themfelves fo effe(flually in the 
richeft countries as to keep a’l, at Icaft the bell and 
moft profitable part of their cow ritrce to themfelves; 
and, lecondly, to make the Mo^Mctas, and the iflands 
depending -on them, their frontier, .jnd to omit no- 
tiiing which Ihould appear n^cefiary to prevent 
ftrangers, or even Dutch lliips not belonging to the 
cpmpany, from ever navigating thofe feas, and, 
confequently, fufen ever being acquainted with the 
countries that lie in them. I lence'thc darknefs and 
uncertainty in which all the accounts concerning New 
Holland have been involved, even fo late as till the 
year 1770^ when captain Cook defined the boundaries 
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of that immenfe infular traft, and at die fame 
time clearly proved the non-exiftence of an An- 
tarftic contineiit, the idea of which had been .fyf-» 
tematically efpoufed by many of the learned. A 
fpirit of monopoly, the moft glaring feature of f haif 
fehilh, contrafted fyftem of commerce,'- which moft 
nations hitherto have profellcd, and all have purfued, 
and which, indeed, has been diought to form the very 
elTence of it, could not fail of dictating ihis condu& 
to the Dutch. An aftive trade was the very life of 
their ftate, and, emerging as they were from fubjec- 
tion, it was natural that they ftiould endeavour to cut 
the fmews of the Spanifli commerce in the Eaft Indies 
as much as poflible, and to prevent that power, which 
had been fo long their tyrant and oppreflbr, and but 
late even their mortal enemy, from becoming a for- 
midable and dangerous neighbour, by extending -its 
maritime dependencies r.iore largely in the Eaftern 
feas} and this the "teat continental polTcflions of 
Spain in the new world ujlly enabled her to do, had 
the monarchs who f jceeedcd Charles V. and Philip II. 
equalled tliem in taknts as well as ambition. The 
Spanifh monarchy, ^.owever, fince that period, not 
being poffeffcd of the internal vigour which ftiould 
give life to diftant entefprizes, or turn remote dif- 
coveries to the advantage of the parent ftate, has, 
for a century or^mqre, made it a fettled maxim in 
pqjiucs, not only to lay afide all thoughts of profe- 
cuting the difeoveries of Torres, Mendoza,,,,,^^^ 
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Quiros, but even to treat the relations publifhed of 
them by their beft authors as abfolute romances. In- 
deed, if we «tccpt Don Francifeo Antonio Maurelle’s 
voyage the Weftern coafl: of North America, and 
one or two more in the iame quarter, that court has 
encouraged no voyages of difeoveries fince the times 
of thofe commanders j or, if any have been made by 
order of it, the accounts collcdted from them have 
been hitherto lupprefled. And the realbn of this pro- 
cedure of the Spaniards is plain : a fpirit of monopoly 
fimilar to that of the Dutch, but applied to empire 
more than to commerce, induced them to wilh all 
other nations at a dillance from the polTelllon of thofe 
advantages which they could not themfelves enjoy* 
Befides, finding their overfwoln empire fo weakened 
as to be no longer in a condition to turn the difeoveries 
of thofe navigators before mentioned to national profit, 
and fbrefeeing, that, if they fhould eftablilh them- 
fclves in two or three of the South Sea iflands,* their 
iuccefs would but ferve to encourage other powers to 
difpoiTefs them, and thereby not only to gain the fet- 
tlements from which they might be driven, but fix 
diemfelves perhaps in a lituation commodious for an- 
noying eithef their American dominions, or the Phi- 
lippine Iflands in the moft eflFedtual manner, they pru- 
dently chofe to forego a prefent ^vantage, rather 
than run the rifque of fuch a futuse inconvenience. 
Hence the memorials prefented by Quiros, and his 
making more ample difeoveries in the 

South 
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South Seas> though not abfolutely rcjedted by the 
court of Madrid^ failed j neverthelefs, to produce any 
beneficial cfFeft to his country, or information to the 
refl? of Europe ; and that commander met with fijch 
delays on his return to the Indies, that he died before 
he was able to undertake any thing. 
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CHAP. II. 

Dampier twice on the Coaft of New Holland. — His' 
Accotent cf (he Country. — Its Inhabitants— and Pro-* 
duStions. 

T hus U a)>pearsj that the AfU information con- 
cerning New H(^andj which extends further 
within land than the bare (ea coaft» and may be faid 
to carry credibility aikxig with k, fo far from being 
voluntarily Ibughc by the nation which claims the 
dilcovery of that country^ was no- more than the for- 
tuitous confequcnce of an unforefccn calamity. After 
Mr. Pelfart, the next in order of time, whole account 
of the inhabitants of New Plolland and its interior 
appearance may be relied on, was Abel Janfen Taf- 
man, a Dutch captain, who, in 1642, being fent from 
Batavia 1 ^ the governor general of the Dutch Eaft 
India company, to take a furvey of that coaft, ex- 
ecuted his commi(£on in a manner perfeftly fatisfac- 
tory to his employers, and drew up an accurate ac- 
count of his voyage ; which, however, has not been 
given to the public entire, nor is it probable that the 
Dutch company ever intended it fhould in any form. 
An extradl, indeed, from captain Tafman’s journal, 
was publilhed in low Dutch by Dirk Rembrandts, 
andror its exaftnefs and authenticity has ever fince 

been 
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bedn confidered as a very great curiofity. Of the 
information which this journal contains relative to 
New Holland* we (hall have occafion to fpeak more 
circumftantially in the defeription of Anthony Van 
Diemen’s Land, which was the name given by Taf- 
man to that part of the ifland difeovered by him, in 
•order to difoinguilh it from the other Diemen’s Land 
on die Northern coaft of New Holland, which was 
mentioned before to have been difeovered by Zea- 
chen A. D. 1618. At prefent, it will be more con- 
ducive to the perfpicuity and connexion of this ac- 
count, to continue the defeription of the Weftern coaft 
from fuch materials as are furnifhed by captain Wil- 
liam Dampier, whofe voyage and difeoveries, though 
pofterior in point of time to thofe of Tafman, yet 
more naturally fucceed Pelfart’s narrative, as they 
concern precifely the fame trad of coaft that was 
examined by the Dutchman. 

Captain Dampier, in his firft voyage, fell -in with 
the land of New Holland, January 4, i688, -in lati- 
tude 16° 50' South. He foems to have failed flowly 
along the (hore Iforthward, examining it minutely, 
and landing at different places, and continued, in the 
whole, upwards of two months upon this coaft at that 
time. In his fecond voyage, which was eleven years 
afterwards, he arrived upon the fame coaft in 26* 
South latitude. •Here he law an opening, but fo 
much incommoded by rocks and foul ground, as not 
to afford a landing place? lb that he ftood, pff agarg, 
the fame day, and filled flowly to the Northward with 
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fixty, fifty-fix^ and fifty-five fathom water; and ia* 
2,5® 30'obfervcd land again at the diftance of ten- 
leagues. In latitude 25° South, he faw a fecond- 
opening or found,, the mouth of which, from the 
abundance of iharks which his people afterwards 
found in it,, he called Sharks Bay. In this found he 
anchored, Auguft 6, 1699, in two fathom and a half 
water ; and remained there about a week, landing in 
different parts of it, and exploring it as far inland as 
the depth of the water allowed him. The country, 
according to his defcription, is. here pretty high, and 
the fliore fteep to the fea. The mould is fand by 
the fea fide, producing a large kind of famphire, 
which bears a white fiower. Further in the mould 
is reddifh, mixed with a fort of fand, and producing 
fome grafs, plants, and Ihrubs. The grafs grows in 
large tufts, to ufe his expreflion, as big as a bufliel,. 
here and there a tuft, intermixed with much heath, 
nearly of the fame kind as grows on commons in 
England. The trees here were none of them more 
tlian ten- feet high, their trunks about a yard in cir- 
cumference, %nd the lowed: branches five or fix feet- 
from the ground. Some of thele trees were fweet 
fcented, and reddifh within the bark, like faffafras,. 
and had moft of them, as well as the fhrubs, at this 
time of the year, which was the beginning of Auguft, 
either blolToms or berries on them. The bloflbms 
of the different forts of trees were of various colours,, 
^ed, white, yellow, &c. but moftly blue, which laft 
afforded a very fragrant finell.. 'At Dampiei^s fiift 
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Janding, A. D. 1688, in 16® 50' South, upon a low, 
level, fandy country, he could find, amongft a va- 
riety of trees, none that bore any thing like fruit } 
but one he remarked, which produced a fort of gum 
called dragon’s blood. Neither there, nor at his 
landing near Sharks Bay, could he find any frelh 
•water, though his people were on Ihore feveral times 
at the latter place, purpolely to look for fome, the 
found being entirely fait w’ater as far as he was able 
to navigate it. Indeed, the part of New Holland at 
which he touched in his firft voyage, feems to be a 
more parched inhofpitable climate, than the country 
about Sharks Bay, which lies nine or ten degrees 
farther from the line j for, at the former, in the Ipace 
of two months and upward, that he continued on the 
coaft thereabouts, his people faw not a fingle qua- 
druped, nor fo much as the track of any, except one, 
which feemed to be the footftep of fome beaft nearly 
about the fize of a large maftilF dog; whereas, in his 
fccond voyage, he gives an account of feveral, and 
fome of them, particularly a fpecics of guano, turious 
enough. The Weft Indian guano is lhaped like a li- 
zard, but much larger, its body being as thick as the 
fniall of a man’s leg, and from the hind quarter the 
tail grows tapering to the end, , where it is very fmall. 
The guano of New Holland differs from the former 
in fume remarkable particulars. It' has a larger and 
Uglier head and no tail, but at the rump, infiead of 
the tail there, it 'has a kind of flump, which besM 
fume tefemhlance to another head. By this means. 
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the animal feemed to have a head at each end of its 
body, and this ludicrous appearance was Hill further 
heightened by the particular conformation of its legs, 
which were all four perfedlly alike in lhape and 
length, and feemed by their joints and bendings to be 
made as if they were to go indifferently either head 
or tail foremoft, Thefe animals had, continued he,' 
fcales or knobs on their backs, like thofe of crocor 
diles, plated on the fkin, or fluck into it as part of 
the Ikin. The}' are very flow in motion ; and, 
when a man conies nigh them, will A^nd flill and 
hifs, not endeavouring to get away. Their livers are 
allb fpotted black' and yellow ; and the body, whert 
opened, hath a very unfavoury fmell : I did never fee 
fuch ugly creatures any where but here. The guano 
I have obferved to be very good meat, and I have 
often eaten of them with pleafure; but though I have 
eaten of fnakes, crocodiles, and alligators, and many 
creatures that look frightfully enough, and there are 
but few I fhould have been afraid to eat of, if prefl 
by hunger, yet I think my ftomach would fcarce 
have ferved to venture upon thefe New-Holland 
guanos, both the looks and the fmell of them being 
fo ofTeniive.” Such is the account of this curious 
quadruped in Mr. Daippier’s own words. He 
mentions alfo another, which appeared to him to 
be a fort of racoon, but differing from thofe of the 
Weft Indies, chiefly as to their legs ; for thefe of New 
l;i^and have very Ihort fore legs, but jump as the 
Tpft of their fpecics <10, and are, like them, very good 

meat, 
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meat. The defcription of this beaft would naturally 
induce one to fuppofe it of the fame kind with the 
leaping quadruped fecn by captain Cook’s people on 
the coaft of New South Wales, which is called by the 
natives kangooroo, and of which a plate is given, 
Hawkefworth’s Voyages, vol. iii. page 156, In lati- 
tude 16” 50' he faw a few land and fcarce any water 
fowl, whereas here there were eagles, befades five or 
fix fpecies of fmall birds, the biggeft of which were 
not larger than larks, and odiers not exceeding the fize 
of a wren, but all of the finging kind, and poflefiing 
a variety of fine notes. Some of their nefis were 
found to contain young ones, that fealbn of the year 
(about the loth of Auguft) being the beginning of 
Ipring in this climate. The water fowls were ducks, 
which had alfo young ones jull; then, curlews, gal- 
dens, crab-catchers, cormorants, gulls, pelicans, 
noddies, and a few other aquatic birds peculiar to the 
country. Nor was the fea in the former latitude very 
plentifully ftqred with fifb, unlefs we reckon the ma- 
natee and turtle as fuch i of which, though very ihy, 
captain Dampier’s ftrikefs brought home every day a 
fufficient quantify for their conftant fubfiftence. Hut 
at Sharks Bay, , befide?, vaft , abundance of the fifii 
from which it received its name, there were Ikates, 
thornbacks, and others of the ray kind, one fort ef- 
pecially rcfemtdln^ the fea deyik, together with gar 
fifti, bonettos, dec. pf;.lhell fifo he enunaerates 
niufcles, periwinkles, limpits, cockles, and oyfters 
both of tl^e pc^l kind and of fuch as were eatable. 

' C 4 He 



$4 HISTORirOP 

He found alfo m this bay green turtle^ fome of which 
weighed two hundred pounds, and were tolerable good 
eating. 

From Sharks Bay, which captain Dampier quitted 
Augufl: 14, he failed Northward, coafting flowly along 
a bold 'lhorej and in latitude 22® 22', being three 
or four leagues off the land, obferved a Ihoal point, 
ftretching out into the fea upwards of a league, on 
which the waves broke very high. This was the firft 
fooal that he had met fince he fell in with Houtman’s 
Abrolhos in 27®, if we except a few inconfiderable 
banks of coral rdek, (.which ' lie in the entrance of 
Sharks Bay. Continuing a Northerly courfe, in 
latitude 20® 21' he anchored off the Eaft point of an 
idand, about fix leagues in length, and one in breadth, 
furrounded on all fides by tnany other fmall rocky 
jflands, which, he fuppofes, fi^m the nature of the tides 
hereabouts, may extend in a range from North North 
Eaft to Weft South Weft, and form an Archipelago per- 
haps as far South as Sharks Bay, and nine or ten leagues 
in breadth, towards the continent. On this ifland hp 
found, amongfl: other Ihrubs, one refembling rofe- 
mary, but without fmell, from •^hich he called it 
Rofemary Ifland j and two forts of grain like beans, 
one growing on bulhes, the other on a kind of creep- 
ing vine. Here were a few water fowl, as cormorants, 
gulls, crab-catchets, &c. and filh itelrly of the fame 
forts as were found at Sharks Bay. In 18® 2i'^ 
Mr^sOampier made the land again $ and feeing many 
great fmokes hear the Ihore, he fteered towards it, 
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andj at a diftance of about three leagues and a half 
, from land, came to an anchor in eight fathom water;, 
with a clear fandy bottom. Sending his boat to 
examine for foundings, he found ten fathom about 
a mile nearer the fliore j and from thence, ftill farther 
in, the water decreafed gradually to nine, eight, fevcn, 
•and, at two miles pittance, to fix fathom. The 
next morning early he went alhore in fearch of 
water, accompanie4 by ten or eleven of his crew, 
all armed with mufquets and cutlaflTes, and carrying 
fliovels and pickaxes to dig wells. As they rowed 
in towards the head of a fandy cove, where they 
propofed to land, they obferyed three of the natives 
ftanding on the beach, who, upon their nearer ap- 
proach, went away. The captain, however, landing, 
fent two of his men out with the boat to lie at anchor 
fome fmall diftance from the fhore, in order to prevent 
her being feized, and went himfelf, with the reft of 
the boat’s crew, after the three New Hollanders, who 
were by this time got on the top of a fmall hill, about 
a quarter of a mile from the beach, with eight or 
nine more in their company, byt they all fled upon 
the approach of the failors. "^hen thefe latter ar- 
rived on the top . of the hill where the natives had 
been ftanding, the inland country prefented to their 
view a plain extenfive favanna, in' which were fcveral • 
fmall clumps like* haycocks : thefe at firft they took 
for .houfes, on account of their near refemblance 
to the dwellings of the Hottentots at the Cape of 
Good Hope, but, upon a clofer view, found tbeiii to 

be 



jli HISTORY OF 

be fo many rocks, fome of which were red and fome 
white, meafuting in general five or fix feet in height, 
and appearing remarkably round at the top. One 
cannot avoid taking notice pf the particularity of 
this comparifon, which had allb been adopted by 
|*elfart feventy years before, who, upon his landing, 
obferved the country to be a level plain, or favanna, ■ 
interlperfed with a number of tbefe fame clumps, 
which he, as well as captain Dampier, found to re> 
leipble the huts of negroes; but he makes this difie- 
rpnee, that, on a nearer infpeftion, he perceived them 
to be ant-WUs, "Whether they he really fo many 
rocks or gigantic ant-hills is not very material; it is 
fufficientto have remarked the fimilarity of the objefts 
as obferved by thofe twQ navigators at fuch difierent 
periods of timC; and in parts of the country difiant 
from each other perhaps a hundred leagues. With 
regard to the inhabitants alio, captain Pampier’s ac- 
counts agree as nearly as pollible with thofe of tlie 
Dutch narrative. Having been fo long off and on 
t^'s coaft in his firft voyage, he had frequent opportu- 
nities of feeing many.of them, ar^d, confequently, was, 
enabled to give a pretty minute defeription of their 
perfons and their manner of livipg. They are the 
moft miferable people, fays he, in the world. The 
Hottentots at the Cape of Good .Hope, for wealth, are 
gentlemen to them: for they have no hou&s, no. 
cloathin^‘ made of fkins; nofhcep, poultry, o%ich 
eggs, orfruits of the earth, as the Hottentots have, 
Jn 'flioft, fetting afide the human fhape, they differ 
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Ibut little from brutes. In their perfons they are tall, 
thin, ftraight bodied, artd fmall limbed. They have 
great heads, round foreheads, and heavy brows. 
Their eyelids are always half clofed, to keep the flies 
out of their eyes, which are fo troublefome here, 
that no fanning will drive them away from the face, 
and without the afliftance of both hands to keep 
them ofl*, they will All one’s noftrils and mouth too, 
if the lips are not Ihut clofej fo that from their 
infancy being thus annoyed with thefe infedls, they 
never open their eyeS like other people, and confe- 
quently cannqt fee far, uhlefs they hold up their 
heads as if they were looking at fomething over them. 
They have great pottle nofes, pretty full lips, and 
wide mouths. The two fore teeth of their upper 
jaw are wanting in all of them, men and women, old 
and young} neither haye they any beards. They are 
long vifaged, and of a very unpleaflng alpeft, having 
no one graceful feature in their faces. The colour of 
their Ikin, both of their faces, and the reft of the 
body, is coal .black, like that of the negroes of 
Guinea, and, like them too, they have Ihort curled 
hair, not long and lank, like the Eaft Indians. As 
for their cloathing, a piece of the fibrous rind of a 
tree, made pliable to tie like a girdle round ^eir 
waifts, and a handful of long grafs, or three or four 
Imall green boughs, full of leaves, thruft under their 
girdle, ferved to coyer their nakednefe. They have, 
continued he, no houfes, but lie in the open ur 
tyithout any cotrering whatloever. Jiving in companies, 
>• twenty 
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lEwenty or thirty men, women,' and children together. 
Their only food is a fmaU fort of filh, which they get 
by making wares of ftone acrofs little coves or 
branches, of tlie fea^ every tide bringing in the fmall 
filh, and then leaving them for the food of thefe 
poor people, whp ponilantly attend to fearch for 
them at low water, The catching of this fmall fry 
he fgppofes to be the top of their filheiy, for they 
have no inftruments to take great fifli, if they fhould 
come, and fuch feldom ftay to be left behind at low 
water. In other places, when the tide is Qut, they 
feek for cockles, mufcles, and periwinkles, WhatT 
ever filh they take is carried alhore to their dwelling, 
which is generally not more than a fire place, with a 
few boughs fet up oh the weather fide of it. There 
it is broiled upon the coals, and eaten by all in com- 
mon: every one has his part, thofe who are enfeebled 
by old age, and the young children, partaking equally 
of the cheer with thofe who are ftrong and perform 
all the work. When they have finifned their meal, 
they lie down, or employ themfelves' otherwife at 
their pleafure, until the next low water, and then all 
who are able to march out, be it night or day, rain or 
fliine, muft attend the waresj or elfe the whole com- 
munity muft keep a general faft: for the earth 
affords them no food at allj there is neither herb, 
^t, pulfe, nor any fort of grain in tHis part (lathudfc 
16" 50') i' nor any bird or beaft which they can catch 
for food, being wholly unprovided with inftruments 
for that purpofe. 
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At Mr. Dampler’s firft arrival upon this coaft, 
the natives made a Ihow of defending their territories 
againft him, and, ftanding a number of them toge- 
ther upon a pretty high bank, threatened thofe in the 
fhip, by fhaking their fwords and lances at them. 
Thefe Atords were afterwards found to be made of 
wood, and rudely lhaped fomewhat like a cutlafs. 
Upon landing, although they ran away as faft as 
they cOuld, yet the Engliflr failors overtook feveral of 
them; for, as has been already obferved, they had 
fuch bad eyes that they could neither fee their way 
perfeftly, nor their purfuers. After a while, however, 
becoming a little more familiar, they fliewed no 
&ynefs nor apprehenfion of their new vilitcn's ; and 
Captain Dampier endeavtmred to conciliate their 
friendlhip ftill farther, and, if poflTible, to obtain 
their afliftanee in conveying on board of his {hip the 
water which he had procured from wells dug for that 
purpofe. To this effect he bellowed leverab articles 
of old cloathing on them, fuch as jackets, Ihirts, 
or the like,, which would have been efteemed highly 
valuable prefents by the uncivilized inhabitants of 
fome parts of the world. But, notwithftanding 
ail the figns that were made to them, they could not 
poflibly be induced to carry any of the fmall water 
calks or ankers, when laid upon their Ihpulders ; nor 
could they iiidfeed be made to comprehend what was 
delired of therti,. being totally ' dnulcd to laborious 
work, and particularly not having the leaft idea of 
carrying burthens : « fo that we were forced,’’ adds 
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Dampier, ** to carry our water ourlelves; and they Verjf 
fairly put die cloaths off again, and lud diem down 
as if cloaths were only to work in.” 

Upon his arrival off this coaft a fecond time, which 
was in 1699, he caft anchor, as before mentioned, in 
Sharks Bay, latitude 25® oo't and explored the coun- 
try on each fide of the found of which that bay 
forms the entrance ; but he faw no inhabitants here, 
nor upon any part of the land, until he had run as far 
North as 18* 21', where landing to feejc for frelh 
water, and accompamed by eight or nine of his men, 
he came in fight of three of the natives, whofe num- 
ber afterwards was encreafed. The defcription that 
he gives of thefe, is pretty nearly the fame as he had 
given in his firfi; voyage of the inhabitants, whom be 
met two degrees and a half more to the North, One 
would, indeed, naturally fuppofe thofe tribes who in- 
habit fo extenfive a fea coaft, to be very litde attached 
to any part of it in preference to another, as they 
have no permanent works of agriculture, like other 
nations more advanced towards civilization ; nor lb 
much as a hut to bind their a&e£bions to one par- 
ticular quarter, by marking the Ipot where they re- 
ceived their birth. Wherever they find the moft 
commodious cove for fifhing, their habitation is fixed 
for a time ; but as loon as the produce of their (len- 
der fifhery becomes infufiicient to fupport the grow- 
ing community, a part of the moft enterprifing, jis 
in the formation of all colonies, detach themfelves 
from the main body, and feek along the (bore for 
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tKfe next convenient ftation, where they find an in- 
flux of fmall filh copious enough for their fuppoit* 
Hence the inhabitants of this Wcftern coaft, and we 
might add of the whole circumference of New Hol- 
land, appear manifeftly to be derived from the fame 
ftock j and this fingle circumftance creates a ftrong 
probability, that the interior parts of the country are 
uninhabited. The fubftanee of what captain Dampier 
^fays of thofe whom he found in 1 8 “ 21 ' South latitude^ 
is as follows. After his men had fcarched over the 
favanna and. among^ the rocks before mentioned for 
frefli water, and found none, they returned to the place 
where they had landed fi-om the boat, and diere dug 
wells, in order if polTible to fupply themfelves by that 
refource. While they were thus employed, nine or 
ten ofthe natives came to the top of a rifing ground, 
at a little diftance oflT, and flood there making a very 
loud noife, and apparently threatening them. One 
at length approached captain Dampier’s party, the 
reft following at a diftance and the captain himfclf 
went forward to meet him, fijppofing him to be their 
cliief. He was a young man, not very tall, nor, fb 
good a figure as Tome of the reft, but appeared to 
have more adkivity and courage than any of them. He 
was painted, which none of the reft were, with a circle 
of white pigment tliat appeared like lime, about his 
eyes, and a white f]|reak of the lame, reaching down from 
his^fbrehead to the tip of his nole : his breaft too, and 
part of his arms, were painted in the fame manner 
in ftreaks. Though he approached within fifty yards 
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bf the Englilh, he could not be prevailed iipon> by 
any Cgns of friendfhip whatfoever, tb advance nearer } 
but he and his companions^ taking a fudden panic, fled 
away as fall: as they could; Captain Dampier, know* 
ing that his men were able to outrun any of them, (for 
he delcribes them as much the fame wretched blink- 
ing creatures with thofe whom he had feen in i6* 
50', and equally tocmented With vaft fwarms of flelh 
flies,) attempted the lame afternoon to feize a few of 
them by ambufcade, in order, if poflible, to enquire 
of them by figns whether any frelh water was to be 
fljund thereabouts ; but he failed in the undertaking, 
on account of their fuperiority in numbers, ten 
twelve of them facing about, and engaging him and 
one of his men fo brilkly with their blunt wooden 
^cars, that he found himfelf unhappily under the 
necefliiy of firing upon them, in order to extricate 
his companion, who was furrounded by them, and 
wounded feverely in the cheeki He had at firft 
difcharged his piece in the air, which terrified them 
a little i but they foon recovered themfelves, feem- 
ed*to defpife the report of the gun as an empty 
noifc, tofling up their hands, and crying out, Paoby 
fooby and returned with more vivacity than ever 
to the charge; but, on feeing One of their num- 
ber' fall at the fecond fire, they all flood flill in 
amaze; and the feaman difengaging himlelf fiom 
them) they took up their wounded companion> and 
retired as fall: as poflible/ This difagreeable acci- 
dent cut off all intercourfe between captain Dampior’s 
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party and the natives j fb that he could procure no 
further knowledge of them, nor colleft any more 
oblervations of them as to their perfons than what 
this tranfient rencounter had afforded him. From what 
he did fee of them, he concludes them to bo exactly 
the fame fort of people with their more Northern 
neighbours. Indeed, a race of men, who live fo 
perfeflly in a ftate of uncivilized nature, cannot pol- 
fibly, though dilperfed in various tribes, exhibit many 
peculiarities to dillinguifh them from each other. 
Their weapons were the fame, and, like them, they 
llept in the open air : their fire places too were flicF 
tered in the fame manner with a few' boughs from 
the fea breeze, which blows all day, tlieir land breeze 
being but weak. By the heaps of fifli Ihells near 
their fire places, he fuppofes them to live upon craw 
fifli, as tlie other did principally upon fmall fry j the 
accidental convenience of their fuuation exempting 
them from the neceflity of even fo friiall an exertion 
of art, as was ufed by thofe in the lower latitudes, 
who were perhaps not bleft with fo plentiful a Ihore. 

The land here, as in the other parts vifited by Dam- 
pier, is fo fenced by a chain of fand hills towards the 
fea, that nothing can be feen beyond them. At lov/- 
water mark, the Ihore is all rocky ; fo that there is 
then no landing there ; but, at full flood, (the tides 
rifing here excclfively high, ' a boat may come in over 
thp rocks to a fandy beach, that runs along all 
this coaft. The Ibil near the fea, for about five 
or lix hundred yards, is dry and fandy, bearing only 
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ihrubs and bufhes of different forts, many of which had 
on them, at tliis feafon of the year (the 31ft of Au- 
guft), bloffonts of various colours, yellow, blue, white, 
&c. and mofl: of them affording a very agreeable 
fragrance. Some of thefc llirubs had a fniit like peaf- 
cods, in each of which there were exactly ten fmall 
peasj this number never varying in a miiltitude of 
trials, which curiofity fuggefted to make on this 
Ipecics of pulfe. The bean alfb grew here which 
was found on Rofemary Ifland, and fcveral other 
leguminous produdtions, fome green, fome ripe, and 
fome fallen on the ground. All thefe forts of pulfe 
grew in great abundance on the fand hills by the fca 
fide, but did not appear to have ever been gathered 
by the natives, being probably an unwhokfomc or 
difagrceable food. 7'he land farther in is lower than 
what borders on the fca, very even and level, and 
confifting partly of favannas, partly of woodlar.d. 
The favannas bear a fort of thin coarfc grafs. 
I'heir mould is alfb a coarfer fand than that by tfie lea 
fide, and in fome places it is clay. 'I'lic woodland lies 
{till farther in, which confifts of fmall trees of a great 
variety of forts, but fcarce any fo much as a yard in 
circumference ; their bodies twelve or fourteen feet 
high, and the head compofed of fmall fhort boughs. 
By the fides of the creeks, el])ecially near the fea, there 
grew a few fmall black mangrove trees. 

Of land animals tliey faw fome lizards, and two or 
three beaifs refembling wolves, which appeared half 
familhed and lean, like lb many fkcletons, being 
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nothing but fkin and bone. One or two alfo of the 
racoon kind were to be feen here, but whether It was 
the fpecies of leaping quadruped which we conjectured 
to be the kangooroo of New South Wales, Mr Dam- 
pier does not fpeak explicitly enough to enable us to 
determine. 

The land fowls here were crows of the fame kind as 
in England, fmall hawks and kites, a few of each fort, 
and great numbers of fmall turtle doves, which are very 
fat and good meat. There are two or three kinds alfo 
of fmall birds, ferae as big as larks, fome lefs, but 
not many of either fort. The fea fowl are pelicans, 
boobies, noiidics, curlews, fcapies, and thefe too are 
not very numerous. 

As to fifli, the fea on this coaft is plentifully flocked 
with pretty large whales, particularly on the Ihoal 
mentioned before as lying in latitude 22® 22', where 
captain Dampier’s Ihip was in a manner befet with 
them, and his crew a g(xid deal terrified at the dreadful 
noife occafioned by their blowing up the w’ate.'', and 
dalhing the fea with their tails. The liiore to the 
North-Eaft of Rofemary Wand abounds alfo with 
green turtle (which however are not eafily caught on 
account of the ftrong tides), and a variety of other fifh 
flmilar to thofe on other parts of the coafl. bhcll fifli 
too it affords iq confiderable plenty, and of various 
forts, particularly oyflers, both of the common kind for 
eating, and thofe in which the pearl is found. 
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C II A P. III. 

Chart of the Coo.jl impcrfcH. — Dampier’j ConjeSiuret 
of a Cha.nnel dividing New ITolland. — Dfeovery of 
Van Diemen’s [jand. — ylcccunts of that Country by 
Captains Cook and Furneaux. 

T H E part of New Holland vlfited by Dampier 
was the Weflern coaft, from 27“^ or 28° South 
nearly to 16'’. This tradt comprehends the Land of 
Endracht and De Witt’s Land. If we may be allowed 
to fix boundaries to countries fo little known, and fo 
indiftindlly defined by thofe who claim the dil'covery 
of them, we fliould fijppofe the parallel of 28° 00' 
South latitude to be the Southern limit of Endracht 
Land. The country which immediately joins it to 
the South, goes in the Dutch charts by the name of 
Edcl’s Land ; and according to them extends not 
much more than a degree farther to the South ; after 
which follows a chaftn in the coaft until we come 
to about latitude 30° 30', the Dutch navigators 
having not come in fight of land for fo far. They 
have endeavoured, however, to fupply the vacuity in 
their map with a fubftantial turtle bank, which 
perhajw may be a more valuable difeovery than fo 
much extent of a ftiore to which nature has been ^fo 
fparing of her bounties. At 30° 30' the Land of 
Lions takes its Northern boundary, and, trending iu 
a general direflion nearly S, by li. far as 34° 00' or 

35“ 
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35® oo'y there forms a point, and is rounded off to 
the Eaft, or E. by S. until it joins the Land of Peter 
Nuyts. Wc lie entirely at the mercy of the Dutch 
Eaft India company’s geography for the outline of 
this part of the coaft of New Holland; for it does 
not appear that the fliips of any other nation have 
ever approached it; and tliere are feveral reafous to 
believe that their delineation of it is in many places 
arbitrary and grounded on conjedture, and tliat we 
are to look to future navigators for a more exadt 
furvey of this fliore than had ever yet been made. 
Even captain Tafman, whofe accuracy has moftly 
been depended on, is charged by our countryman, 
Dampier, who came upon his track about fifty years 
after, with one or two erroneous pofitions in his chart; 
and how muci\ more realbnably may wc diftruft the 
fidelity of lurveys made by namelefs navigators, from 
whom a minute exadlnefs in the reprefentation of this 
coaft was not required, nor perhaps expedled ; for we 
are, at leaft, told of none w'ho went jirofefledly on a 
voyage for the purpofe of geographical information in 
the neighbourliood of i||||||||j|^olland, before T afman ; 
and may, therefore, naturally conclude that the 
greateft part of the difeoveries on its coaft were acci- 
dental, or at leaft made by perfons who might, or 
might not, be qualified to communicate a faithful 
idea of them to the world. However this be, we 
have no account whatfoever of the Land of Lions, nor 
thofc of Edels and Nuyts, with regard to their interior 
parts, furtlicr than a general and vague conjedture 

P 3 Ql 
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of the happy climate of the latter, founded merely 
on its advantageous fituation in the fincll region of the 
temperate zonej and from tlie Ealleni extremity of 
Nuyts’ Land to tlie moll Weflerly of Van Diemen’s, 
being a range of about three hundred and fifty leagues, 
wc know not fo much as the coall : fo that, for any 
thing we can pofitively affirm to the contrary. New 
Holland and New South Wales may be actually 
two diffierent iflands. Cnjitain Dampicr fcems 
ftrongly of opinion that there was either a very large 
river, or a channel of the fea, (but he is moft inclined 
to tlie latter opinion,) difchaiging itfdf into the Indian 
Ocean on iltc North Welt couft of New Holland, 
near latitude i6" 50', among the illinds that lie there, 
of which he has only difiingi.ilhed one, by the name 
of Rofemary Ifland. lie had even thougiits of ex- 
ploring that channel, but was prevented at the time 
by his want of freih water, which he was not certain 
of finding in thofe parts to which he propofed to 
penctiatc. He was induced to fuppofe the cxiftcnce 
of it from the peculiar diieclion and flrengih of the 
tides in that quarter, and thought it not irnpoffible 
to find a paffage through it to tlie great South Sea 
Eafl'ward. It is not probable, however, any fuch 
communication extends to the coaft of New South 
Wales, as captain Cook, who examined the whole 
of that coaft with fufficient attention To difeover the 
opening of any channel there running in an Eaftcriy 
direction, mentions no fuch conjeaure; and his 
muft he a e>>ncluhve argument againft the 

fuppofitioni 
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fuppofition 5 for although he has not abfolutely laid 
down the whole continuity of coaft in his account of 
New South Wales, he was at all times fufficiently 
near the land to have perceived figns of a channel 
in which the flow and ebb of the fea would have 
produced effects correfponding to thofe obfervable 
at its other extremity; and captain Furneaux, who 
coafted all Van Dieman’s Land, is exprefsly of 
opinion that there are no ftraits between that country 
and New South Wales. If, therefore, we Ihould be 
inclined to allow any degree of probability to Mr. 
Dampier’s idea, whofe experience as a feaman was 
not contemptible; if we for a mament fuppofe thiS' 
great traft of land to be divided by any ftraits or arm 
of the fea, interfering it into an Arcj^ipelago of iflands 
about latitude 16 • 50', it will be natural to look for 
the oppofite extremity of it on that undifeovered 
part of the coaft which lies bet\veen Nuyts dnd Van 
Diemen’s Land. Whether any fuch channel may be 
found to cxift in this or any other quarter of fo ex* 
tenfive a country, is perfedUy immaterial; it is fuf- 
ficient barely to have mentioned the poflibility of the 
circumftance, founded on the authority of a man who 
had fpent a confiderable time upon the coaft of New 
Holland, folely for the purpofe of colledting every 
obfervation poillble concerning it, and who confo- 
quently muft fiave had a favourable opportunity of 
Arming, and reafonable grounds for advancing, a pro- 
bable conjedhire on the fubjedt. 

D 4 Leaving, 
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Leaving, therefore, this undifcovered tradt, 
arrive next upon what we have before mentioned as 
the Southeru extremity of the continent of New 
Holland. This country was difcovered by captain 
Abel Janfcn Tafman, who lailed from Batavia by 
order of the Dutch governor general of the Eaft 
Indies, Auguft 14, 164a, on a voyage of difcovery, 
into the South Seas. He had two velTels under his 
command, the Heemjkirk yacht, and the ZeehaeWy 
or Sea-Hen fly boatj and on the 24th of November, 
being in the latitude of 42° 25' South, and longitude 
163“ 50' Eaft*, he difcovered land lying Eaft 
South Eaft, at thtf diftance of ten miles, which he 
called Anthony Van Diemen's Land. The compafs, he 
remarks, pointed (^gh't towards this land. The weather 
being bad, captain Tafiuan fteered South by Eaft along 
the coaft to the height of 44° South, where it runs 


* The iongitiiJe given here by Tafman inuft have been er- 
Tenerife Has formerly the lirfi raerfdian 
r ivhicJi, from a mean of obfervations 

coheded by captain Cbok. ee bis Northern Voyage, vol. I. 

fT Weft of Greenwich. This fubdufted 

T r places him in longitude 147° 4' 24.'' 

f*u IIS in Ain jr \ an Diemen’s Land, Suppofing ibe Peak to 
>e ;n ongitudc 16° 59', which would refult from Dr. Malice, 
lyre , cakulatton of its latitude, in bis Britilh Mariner’s Guide, 

46^7 Tld^Tf ” 1^“ 

2 P \ J meridian of 

French geographers, his longitude, then reduced to that 0I: 

Greenwich, would be 146® 2 a' E aft .k- ia . - 1 . 

k- o ’ ^ “* ‘I"S reckonin# 

places htm 00° ,7- more Eaflcrly than the longitude afligned bj 

epum Cook .0 the South Weft cape of Van Diemens ifnd. 
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away Eaft, and afterwards North Eaft by North. In the 
latitude of 43° 10' South, and longitude 167“ SS'*> 
he came to an anchor the firft of December in a bay, 
which he named Frederick-Henry Bay, and landed, 
in order to take a view of the country, and its pro- 
dutftions. His people heard, as they thought, the 
Ibund of fome mufical inftrument, which refembled 
a Jew’s trump, and feemed to be at no great diftance, 
but they faw no inhabitants: however, they were 
perfuaded that the country muft be peopled, as they 
obferved fmoke in feveral places, an indubitable mark 
of inhabitants. The foil produces trees, which grow 
to a great lize, and do not ftand thick nor encum- 
bered with bulhes or underwood, as in many uncul- 
tivated countries. Two ofthefe he remarked, in par- 
ticular, to be four or five yards in circumference, and 
fix^ or fixty-five feet high below the branches. 
Their bark feemed to have been cut with flint, and 
was peeled off in the form of fteps, apparently in 
order to aflift the inhabitants to climb them, and 
take the birds ncfts that were built upon them. T- hcfe 
iteps were about five feet afunder j fo that, fays cap- 
tain Tafman, we muft either conclude the natives to 
be of an extraordinary fize, or that they have fomc 
method which we cannot conceive of climbing trees 
by the help of fuch fteps. In one of thefe trees the fteps 
appeared to be’as frefo and green as if they had not 
been cut four days. They faw no four-footed ani- 
(nals, but found the tracks of many, fome of which 

^ See the preceding note, 
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feemed, by tJie marks of the foot, to have claws re- 
lembJing thofe of a tyger. They gathered gum allb 
off die ti'ces, and found fome of that fort in particu- 
lar called gum lac. There is an amazing dilFerence 
in the tides on the fhore of Diemen’s Land, and 
thofe on the Weftern coaft of New Holland j the 
former rifing, by Tafman’s account, only three feet, 
■whereas the latter flow to the height of ten yards. 
Captain Tafman, having Ipent about eleven days on 
this coafl:, and ereded a poft with the Dutch Eaft 
India Company’s mark, and a prince’s flag flying on 
it, quitted Van Dieman’s Land, December 5, and, 
ftecring Eaftward, went in fcarch of other difcoverics 
in the SoiJth Seas. 

Here Tafman’s account of Van Diemen’s Land 
(as extracted from his journal) concludes, and 
■we have only to add, with regard to this naviga- 
tor, that, as foon as his finding of the new 
Diemen’s Land was made public in Europe, every 
body inftantly, and. indeed with the greateft appear- 
ance of reafon and probability in the world, con- 
cluded it to be a part of the fame country of which 
Endracht l.,and formed the Weftern coaft, and there- 
fore the Dutch, who were now the lateft, as well as 
they had been before the earlieft difeoverers in this 
region of the globe, very juftly, according to the 
maxims of European powers, afluming to them- 
ftlves the national property of the country, confoli- 
dated the prefent with the preceding difeoveries made 
by their countrymen on this coaft, and included the 

whole 
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whole tradt (as then known) under the general name 
of New Holland. 

Nor was this country ever vifited after Tafman 
until the year i773> when captain Tobias Fur- 
neaux came upon the coaft, from whofe nar- 
rative the following account is taken. This gen- 
tleman had been fecond lieutenant with captain Wal- 
lis in the Dolphin on his voyage for difeoveries in 
t!ic South Sea, wlio let fail from England Auguft, 
1766, and returned May, 1768. In November, 
1771, Mr.Furneaux was promoted to the command of 
the Adventure, and fent out along with captain Cook 
in the Refolution on a voyage which had for its objedt 
the completion, if poflible, of the difeoveries in the 
Southern hcmiiphere. On the 7th of February, 1773, 
tlie Adventure w.xs feparated from the Refolution in 
latitude 49° 53' South, and longitude 63“ 39' Eaft 
of Greenwich, and bore away nearly due Eaft be- 
tween the latitude of 52° and 53° South, until the ift 
of March, when captain Furneaux diredled his 
courfe for Van Diemen’s Land, which he made 
on the 9th of March, his Ihip being then in 
latitude 43" 37' South, and longitude, by lunar 
obfervation, 145° 36', and by account 143® 10', Eaft 
from Greenwich. It bore North North Eaft about 
eight or nine leagues diftant, appearing moderately 
high and unevdh near the fea, and the hills farther 
back forming a double land and much higher. 
There feemed to be feveral iflands or broken land 
to the North Weft as the lliore trenched, but, on ac- 
count pf the clouds that hung over them, it could 

not 
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not be clearly diftinguifhed whether they were really 
iflaiids or joined to the main. From a point (South 
Weft Cape) much refembling the Ram Head off 
Plymouth, and which feems, fays captain Furneaux, 
to be that called by Tafman South Cape, the land 
runs directly Eaft. Four leagues along (hore from 
•this point are three iflancis about two miles long ; and 
feveral rocks relembling the Mewftone (to the South- 
ernmoft of which captain Furneaux gave that name) 
lie four or five leagues Eafl; South Fall: 4 off 
the cape, which Talinan has not mentioned, nor laid 
down in his chart. Another of thefe rocks captain 
Furneaux calls Swilly, fuppofing it to have been 
unnamed before, which however feems to be Taf- 
man’s Pedra Blanca ; and about a league to the Ealt- 
ward of this lies flill another elevated rock not no- 
ticed by captain Furneaux: to this captain Cook after- 
wards gave the name of the Eddyftone, from its very 
great relemblance to that liglithoule. Nature, fays 
lie, feems to have left thefe two rocks here for the 
fame purpofe that the Eddyftone lighthoufe was 
built by man, to give navigators notice of the dan- 
gers around them : for they are the confpicuous 
fummits of a ledge of rocks under water, on which 
the fea in many places breaks very high. Their 
furface is white with the dung of fea fowls, fo that 
tney may be feen at feme diftance even in the night ; 
and from this circumftance perhaps it was that Taf- 
nian gave to the former the name of Pedra Blanca, 
or white rock. After you pafs thefe ifiands, the land 

lies. 
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lies nearly Eaft by North and Weft by South by tlic 
compafs. It is a bold ftiorc, but broken and hilly» 
tliQ coaft winding, with points ftiooting out from it, 
and feems to afford feveral bays or anchoring places 
of a good depth of water, the largeft and deepeft 
of which appeared to be a bay lying in 146° 27' 
Eaft longitude. From the South Weft cape, which is 
in the latitude of 43° 39' South, and longitude 145* 
50' Eaft, to the South Eaft cape, in the latitude 43“ 36' 
South, longitude 147" Eaft, (which laft captain Cook 
fuppofes to be Tafman’s South Cape,) is nearly a 
diftance of 1 6 leagues, and founding from forty-eight 
to feventy fathom, with a bottom of fand and broken 
Ihells three or four leagues off fhore. Here the 
country is hilly and full of trees, the Ihore rocky 
and unfavourable for landing, as the wind blows 
continually from the Weft, and occafions luch a furf 
that the land cannot lie on the fliore. On the morn- 
ing of the loth of March, captain Furneaux fentoff 
his fecond lieutenant with the great cutter, in order 
to examine if there was any convenient harbour or 
bay for Hupping on this part of the coaft. The 
officer returned in the afternoon, after having landed, 
though with much difficulty. The cutter’s crew faw 
foveral places on fliorc v/here the natives had been, 
and one in particular, which they feemed to have 
left but lately. There were the remains of a fire on 
the fpot, with a great number of pearl efcallop fliells 
round it, which fhells the people brought on board, 
together with fome burnt fticks and green boughs. 

There 
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There was a path from this fire place through the 
woods, but they had not time to purfue it on account 
of the weather, as it began to blow very hard. The 
foil feems to be very rich, the country well cloathed 
with wood, particularly on the lee or Eaftern fide of 
the hills. Plenty of frelh water falls from the rocks 
on the fhore in beautiful cafcadcs, for two or three 
hundred feet perpendicular, into the feaj but they 
did not lee the leaft fign of any place where a fhip 
might come to an anchor with fafety. After hoift- 
ing in the boat, therefore, captain Furneaux made 
fail for Frederick-Henry Bay. From noon to 
three o’clock they continued running along fhore Eaft 
by North, at which time they were abreaft of the 
Wefternmoft point of a very deep bay, which is 
called by Tafman Stormy Bay. From the Weft to 
the Eaft point of this bay are feveral fmall iflands 
and black rocks, which they called the Friars, and 
on the North Eaft fide of it are feveral coves and 
creeks which feem to be flickered from the fea winds. 
While eroding it, they had very heavy fqualls and 
thick weather} at times, when it cleared up, they 
faw feveral fires in the bottom of the bay, which is 
near two or three leagues deep, and has probably 
good places for anchoring} but the weather being fo 
bad, they did not think it fafe to ftand into it. From 
the Friars the land trenches away about North by Eaft 
four leagues. In this run they had fmooth ’ water, 
and kept in fhore, having regular foundings from 
twenty to fifteen fathom. At half paft fix they hauled 

round 
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round a high bluflF point, the rocks of which were 
like fo many fluted pillars, from which refemblance 
they called it Fluted Head j and here witliin half a 
mile of the fhore, they had ten fathoms water, with 
a bottom of, fine fand. Atfeven, being abreaft of a 
fine bay, and having little wind, they came to with 
the final 1 bower in twenty-four fathoms, fandy bot- 
tom. Juft after they anchored, the evening being 
clear, they had a good obfervation of the ftar Antares 
and the moon, which gave the longitude of 147® 
34'Eaft, their latitude being 43“ 20 ' South. They 
at firft took this bay to be that which Tafman called 
Frcderick-Henry Bay, but afterwards found that his 
is laid down five leagues to the Northward of this. 
At day-break the next day captain Furneaux fent 
the mafter in lliore to found the bay, and to find out 
a watering-place, who foon returned, having found a 
moft excellent harbour, clean ground from fide to 
fide, from eighteen to five fathom water all qver the 
bay, gradually decreafing as you go in fliore. They 
weighed therefore,* and, turning up into it, anchored 
in feven fathom water with the fmall bower, and 
moored with the coafting anchor to the Weftward : 
the North point of the bay, which they fuppofed to 
be that called Tafman’s blead, (but which captain 
Cook takes to be Cape Frederick-Henry,) bearing 
North North Ealb 4 - Eaftj and the Eafternmoft 
point, which they named Penguin Ifland (from a cu- 
rious bird of that kind, caught by them there,) North 
Eaft by Eaft ^ Eaftf the watering place. Weft 4 - 

North, 
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North, about a mile from the fhore on each fide; and 
Maria’s Ifland, which is about five or fix leagues off, 
Ihiit in with both poirtts of the bay : fo that you are 
quite land locked in a moft Ipacious harbourJ 

Captain Furneaux gave it the name of Adventure 
Bay, and here the Adventure lay five days: this time 
was employed in wooding and watering, for which 
they were per/e(ftly convenient, and in overhauling 
the rigging. They found the country very pleafant, 
the foil black and rich though thin, bearing grafs, 
but not in great plenty, and very coarfe, except on 
Penguin Ifland, and thereabouts, where captain Cook 
got a plentiful crop of excellent grafs. The fides of 
the hills were covered with large trees and very thick, 
growing to a great height before they branch off. 
Of thefe captain Furneaux faw but two fpecies, which 
are both evergreens, and different from any that he 
had ever obferved before. The leaves of one fort are 
Jong apd narrow, and the feed fhaped like a button, 
and affording a very agreeable fmell. The other has 
leaves like thofe of the bay, and bears feed refem- 
bling that of the white thorn, with an agreeable Ipicy 
tafte and fmell. Thefe trees produced that fort of 
gum that is called gum lac (which Tafman mentions,) 
and are moftly burnt or fcorched near the ground, 
the natives fetting fire to the underwood in tlie moft 
frequented places, by which meahs they have ren- 
dered it every where eafy walking. Captain Cook 
deferibes the timber of thefe trees as very long and 
clofe grained, extremely tough j fit for Ipars, oars, 

and 



N E ^ next A U 49 

and It; .^Id, ^jb;Ji^;on 

otcafibui (pe^ if 

a method fi&iild lighten it. The iai^ 

birds feen Hei^ ^jl^^ihdi&dventure^s peojjle, were* 
bird like a dome o^ th^ chjw kind, black, with 

rite of '^leatbertv^Ofljdse^i^^ and' wings white, 

thembai' Icp5^i,i^ ytrjrr bifdj: about 

the-lizc of large 

paioqijm^:4aikl'ifeteral*fbiN^fii^ 

fea fowl im dueks;- i^ekh*;^. / v ©f 

beaifls they fow 

fetW fob ;dnng^of,,fo|^iiji^ fo be 

of the deik-^ki^.‘i 
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any of the natives j though thc^ muft frequently hay©' 
come into this bay, as there wete feveral wigwams, 
of huts, where they found fome bags and nets made 
of grafs, in which perhaps they carry their provifions 
and other neceffaries. One of thefc bags, contained 
the ftone with which they ftrike fire, and tinder 
made of bark, but of what tree could not be diftin- 
guiftied.- They .found alfo in one of the huts a 
fpear, which was 'lliarpened at one end, probably 
with a (hell or ftonc. Thefe things the Adventure’s 
people carried away, leaving, inftead of them, medals, 
gun Hints, a few nails, and an old empty barrel with 
^e iron hoops on k. .The natives teem to be igno- 
rant of the ufc of any Ibrt of metal. Nor did cap- 
tain Furneaux obferye the leaft appearance either of 
metal or mineral produ^lion whatfpever in the coun- 
try. The boughs of which their huts are made are 
either broken or fpljt, ‘^d ded fogether with grafs 
in a circular fi^rm, the larged; end (luCk in' the ground, 
and the fmaller part, meeting in a point at the top, 
and covered y?ith fern and, bark, but ib. poorly done 
that they will hardly, keep out,a ihoyrer of rain. In- 
the middle is the ^erplace, furroiinded with heaps 
of mufcle, pearl cfcajop, and crayrfi^ Ihelis, "ivbick 
captain Furftea?^ , lupgpfes to be - their, chief, foodi. 
although ius p(^pie;. q9iuld n<k meqt with any of thefe 
forts, of fhell ^,ui on the ground- 

on dried grafs -r^ttnS die ^ and probably^aVc no- 
fettled place 

built only, fqr U ,finall 

parties- 
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i>ardes from place to place in fearch of - and are 
aftuated by no' other motive. There were, never 
more than three or four huts in ,a placej each ca*. 
pable of containing only three or four perfons j andj 
what is rcmarkabki there ’was never fcen the leaft 
mark either of. canoe or boati and it is generally 
thought they have ,nohe, beii^i to every appearancei 
an ignorant and wretqhed fet of people^ thoUgh living 
in a countiy capable of producing^ every neceflary 
oflifei and under a climate the ^fineft in. the world. 

Captain Furneauxj having completed his wood and 
water, failed from Adventure Bay, intending to coaft 
it up along fljorci until he ihodld fall in with the 
land feen by captain Cook (New SoOth Wales), and 
difcover whether Van Diemen’s Land -joins with it; 
The next day they pafled the iflands called by Taf- 
man. Maria’s Iflands; which appeared to them to be 
the fame as the main land; i They continued a Nor- 
therly cpurfe; and/ having pafled Schouten’s Iflands, 
hauled in for the main land, and ^Ood along Ihore at 
the diftanee of two or three leagues i and Here the 
country appeared to/ be very thickly inhabited, as 
there 'was a continual fire along Ihore as the fliip 
pafled. The .land mo is much pl^iitntv 'th^ any 
part of Van Diento’s that they had ' iS^ hithertOi 
being low and everf i bpt it a^jn^^nb of any 

The weather beings fafa4 V blowlh||'l 

from the South Southilg^''e^pt^n F«hikaox 
hot fend a boat on 
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with the inhabitants* In the latitude of 40® 50' 
South, the land trenches away to the Weftward, which 
he fuppoi^s to form a deep bay, as they law from the 
deck fcveral fmokes arifing aback of the iQands that 
lay in front of it, when' they could not perceive the 
leaft ligns of land from the maft.head. In failing 
i'lorth from Schouten’s Illands as -far as this bay, 
captain Furneaux gave names to a few remarkable 
parts of the coaft, as a point of land which he calls 
St. Patrick’s Heads and further North, the Bay of 
Fires, formed by the projeftion of two points, the 
Southernmoft of which he calls St. Helen’s Point, 
and the other Eddyftone Point. From the, latitude of 
40® 50' to that of 39® 50' South, is nothing but 
illands and fhoalsi the land High, rocky, and barren. 
In latitude 40® 30' South, obferving breakers about 
half a mile olF within Ihore, they founded, and, find- 
ing but eight fathoms, immediatdy hauled off, deep- 
ened their water to fifteen fathoms, then bore away, 
and kept along lh|re again. From' the latitude of 
39® 50' to 39« South, they faw no land, but had 
regular founding from fifteen to thirty fathoms. 
Standing on to the Northward, they made land again 
in ab<mt 39’,. after which captain Furneaux difeon- 
timied his Nmherly courfe, .finding the ground very 
uneven, and fhoal water fome diftance offs and the 
ebs^ ib<&ing likely to haui round»to the Eaftwaid, 
he i^cn^g^it /wukl be vciy dangerous to fidl in vnth 
h' the w^th^ blowing ftrohg at South South Faff. 
.TJie co^^froich Adventure Bjiy as far North as 39,® 
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24' lies in the direftion of South ^ Weft and North 
i Eaft about fevcnty-five leagues and captain Fur- 
neaux, being apprehenfive of coming upon a lec 
Ihore, if its direftion fhould afterwards vary to the 
Eaftward according to his fufpicions> thought it moft 
advifeable to leave Van Diemen’s Land, and fteer for 
Charlotte’s Sound, in New Zealand, where captain 
Cook had appointed him a rendezvous in cafe of 
feparation. 


^3 CHAP, 
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Hejcrij^tion of the Inhabitants Van Diemen’s Land 
. by Captain Q<x>)iL.—rFurther Remarks by Mr. An- 
derlbn on the Country. — Productions.— Jnbabir 
tants — Jnd Language. 

T HiJS celebrated navigator allb, in his laft or 
Northern voyage, paid a yifit to Van Diemen’s 
l^and, having under his command the flopp Refolu- 
tion, his own fhip, and the Difeovery, commanded 
by captain Clerke, who had been his fecond lieu- 
tenant in the ibrmer veffel on a voyage round 
the world. He fell in yjith tl^jij land January 24, 
1777, and'On the 26th came to an anchor in Adven- 
ture Bay, in twelve fathoms water, over a bottom of 
land and oufe. "Whatever obfervations he made 
relative to the face^of die country, its produce, and 
the general appearance of the coaft, are intermixed 
with thofe of captain Furneaux, in the preceding nar- 
rative, in order to avoid repetitions; but as the 
latter, during his ftay in Adventure Bay, was not fp 
fortunate as to have a fight of any of the natives, we 
are indebted to the accounts of captain Cook, and 
Mr. Anderfon, who was his fuigeon during that 
• yoy.ajge,. for^ every information that we haye received, 
poncernit^ the inhabitants of Van piemen’s Land. 
As the delcription of iherh given by thefe gentlemen 
,^annot be comprized under' a more agreeable fori-p 

• thap 
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l!han nearly in their own wonls^ the whole of what 
they have written upon the fubjeft is here give:n for 
the iatjsfa 61 ion of the reader almoft verbatim, and is 
as follows: 

“ In the afternoon of ,tlie aSth of January,” lays 
captain Cook, (that is, two days after they had an- 
chored in Adventure Bay,) “ we were agreeably fur- 
prized at the place where our people were.cutdng 
wood, with a vific from fbme of the natives, eight 
men and a boy. They approached us from the woods 
without betraying any marks of fear, or fadier 
with the greateft confidence imaginable j for none of 
them had any weapons, except one who ‘held in his 
hand a ftick about two feet long, and pointed at 
one end. They were quite naked, and wore no or- 
naments, unlefs we confider asTuch, and as a proof 
of their love, of finery, fome large punftures or 
ridges raifed- on different parts of their bodies, Ibme 
in flraight.and others. ip curved lines, They were of 
the common ftature, , but rathi^* flender, Their fkin 
was black, aiid alfp their hair, w^ich was as woolly as 
that of any native of Quinea } but they were not . 
diftinguifhed by retriarkable thick lips, nor flat 
nofes. On the contrary^ their features were fzr from 
being, difagreeabk. They had pretty good eyes, and 
their teeth were * tolerably even, hut very dirty, 
Moft .of them ^d their hair beards fmeared with 
a red ointrqeht, and fohie their faces alfo painted 
with the fatnq cprnpbfli^, received ^very 

prefent that we inadc: ci mem the , ap-^ 
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pcvance of fatisfaftion. When fome bread was 
given, as foon as they underftood that it was to be 
eaten, they either returned it or tlirew it away, with- 
out even tailing it. They alfo refufed fome elephant 
fifh, both raw and drefled, which we offered to them 4 
but, upon giving them Ibme birds, they did not 
return thefe, and eafily make us comprehend that 
they weie fond of fuch food. I had brought two 
pigs .alhojc witit a view to leave them in the woods. 
The inllint thefe came within tlieir reach, they feiaJfed 
them, as a dog would have done, by the ears, and 
were for carrying them off immediately, with no 
other intention, as we could perceive, but to kill them. 
Being defirous of knowing the ufe of the ftick which 
one of our vifitors carried in his hand, 1 made figns 
to them to Ihcw me, and fo far fucceeded, that one of 
them fet up a piece of wood as a mark, and threw at 
it from the diftance of about twenty yards. But we 
had very little reafon to commend his dexterity; for, 
after repeated trials, he was ftill very wide from the 
object. Omai, to fhew them how much fuperior 
our weapons were to theirs, then fired his mufquet at 
it, which alarmed d»em fq much, that, notwith- 
ftanding all we cpvld d® or fay, they ran inftantly 
into thf woods. Ofte of them was fo frightened, 
thw he let drop an axe and two knives that had been 
giv§n to him. From us, however, they went to tlie 
place tjthere fome of the ,Piffovcry’s people were 
c.nploycd m tal^i^ water into their boat. The officer 
of that l^qt Knowing that t^cy p^d us fo 

hifftcily 
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friendly a vifit, nor what their intent might be, fired 
a mufquet in the sdr, which fent them off widi 
the greateft precipitation. Thus ended our firft in- 
terview with the natives. Immediately after their 
final retreat, judging that their fears would prevent 
their remaining near enough to obferve what was 
palling, I ordered two pigs, being a boar and fow, to be 
carried about a mile within the woods at the head of the 
bay. I faw them left there by the fide of a frefli-watcr 
brook. A young bull and a cow, and Ibme Iheep and 
goats, were allb at firft intended ‘to have been left by 
me* as an additional prefent to V an Diemen s Land; 
but I foon laid afide all tliought of this, from aper- 
fuafion that the natives, incapable of entering into 
any views of improvii^ their country, would deftroy 
them. If ever they Ihould meet with the pigs, I 
have no doubt this will be their fate. But as that 
race of animals ibon becomes wild, and is fond of 
the thickeft cover of the woods, there is great proba- 
. bility of their being prelerved. An open place muft 
have been cholen for the accommodation of the other 
cattle, and in fuch a fitu^ion they could not poffibly 
have remained concealed many days. 

« The next morning,” continues he, ** we had ob- 
ferved feveral of the natives favntering along the 
ihorci which, affured that, though dteir conftema- 
tion had made them’leav'e bs fb abruptly the day 
before, they were convinced that we intended them no 
mifehief, and were '^efirchia of renewing the iqter- 
pourle. It was natural r.tlat' I Ihotild wilh to 
be prelent on the occafion. We had not been 
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Song landed, before about twenty of them, men 
and boys, joined us, without exprefling the leall 
fign of fear or diftruft. There was one of this 
company conlpicuoufly deformed, and wl>o was 
not more diftinguilhable by the hump upon his 
back than by .the drollery of his geftures, and 
the feeming humonr of his fpeeches, which he 
was very fond of exhibiting, as we fuppofed, for our 
entertainment j but, unfortunately, we could not 
underftand him, the language fpoken here being 
wholly unintelligible to ust it appeared to me to be 
different from that fpoken by the inhabitants of the 
more Northern parts of this country, whom I met 
with in niy firft voyage; which is not extraordinary, 
fince thofc whom we now faw 'differ from the former 
in many other refpe£cs. Nor did they feem to be 
fuch miferable wretches, as the natives whom Dampicr 
mentions' to have feen on its Wellern coall. Some 
of our prefent group wore loofe round their necks 
tbree or, four folds of fmali cord, made of the fur of 
fomc animal ; and others of them had a narrow flip of 
“the kangooroo fkin tied round their ancles. I gave to 
each of them a firing of beads and a medal, which I 
thought they received with fome fatisfaftion. They 
feemed to fet np value on iron, or on iron tools. 
Th?y were even ignorant of the ufe of filh hooks, 
might judge frorb their manner of looking at 
fonn? of pur^ wlticb we tp them. We cannot, 

however, 'fop|)ofe, it ppfl^ble, tthat a people who inha- 
bit a fea.cp^,, and tyho feem to derive no part qf 
.^eir fuftcnance from dte produftions of the grount]. 
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ftould not be acquainted with fome mode of catching 
although we did not happen to fee any of thern 
thus employed, nor obferve any canoe or veflel in 
which they copld go upon the water; Notwith- 
ftanding they abfolutely rejedcd the fqrt of fi(h that 
we offered to them, it was very evident that Ihcll-fifh 
made, at leaft, a part of their food, from the many 
heaps of mufcle Ihclls that we faw in different parts 
near the fliore, and about fome deferred habitations 
near ciie head of the bay. Thefe were little fheds, 
or liovcls, built of (licks, and covered with bark. 
We could aiib perceive evident figns of their fome- 
times taking up their abode in the trunks of large 
trees, which had been hollowed out by fire mod 
urobabiy for this very purpofe. In ot neat' all thefe 
habitations, and wherever tliere was a heap of (hells, 
there remained tlie marks of fire, an indubitable , 
proof that they do not eat their food raw. After 
Haying about an hour with the wooding party and the 
natives, as I could now be pretty confident tliat the 
latter were not likely to give the foraier any 
(lifturbance, I left them, and went over to the grifs- 
cutters on the Eaft point of the bay, and found that 
they had met with a fine patch.” [This point of the 
main almoft joins to Penguin Ifland, and, from the 
circumftance juft now mentioned, .was called by 
captain Cook CTrafs Point. J “ Having feen the boate 
landed, I left that paj^, and Returned on board 
to dinner, (where, foime time after, lieutenant King 
arrived. , From Itim I kamr, 'tibaf I had but juft left 

the 
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die fliore, when fevcral women and children made their 
appearance, and, were introduced to him by fome of the 
men who attended them. He gave prefents to all of 
themt^ fuch trifles as he had about him. 'Thefc 
female wore a lijangooroo fkin, in the fame fliape as 
it came from the animal, tied over their flioulders 
ahd round the waift j but its only ufe feemed to be 
to lupport their children when carried on their backs, 
for it did not cover thde parts which molt nations 
conceal, being in all other refpefbs as naked as the 
men, and as black, and tlieir bodies marked with 
fears in the fame manner. But in this they differed 
from the men, that, though their hsdr was of the 
feme colour and texture, fome of them had their 
heads completely fliorn or lhaved; in others this 
operation had been performed only on one fide, while 
the reft of them had all the upper part of the head 
ihorn clofe, leaving a circle of hair all rOund, fome- 
what like the tonfure of the Roman, ecclefiaftics. 
Many of the children had fine features, and were 
thought pretty; but of the perfons of the women, 
efpccially thofe advanced in years, a Icfs favourable 
report was made. However, fome of the gentlemen 
belonging to the Difeoveiy, I was told, pwd their 
addreffes, and made liberal offers of prefents, which 
were rejedked with great difdaih; whether from a 
fenfe of itirtuc, or the fear of difpleafing their, men,, I 
lhall not pretend to determine. That this^alUntty 
was not agreeable to the latter, is certain;' for an 
elderly tnani as Iboo ^ he obferved otdered all 

the 
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the women and children to retire, which they obeyed, 
though fome of them fhewed a little reluftance.’’ 

Captain Cook concludes his account of Van Pie- 
men’s Land with a few obfcrvations on the general 
appearance of the country, and fpme particulars of 
nautical information: ** The land is, for the moft 
part,” fays he, of a good height, diverfified with 
hills and vallics, and every where of a greenilh hue. 
It is well wooded j and, if one may judge from ap- 
pearances, and from what wc met with in Adventure 
Bay, is not ill fupplied with water. We foUnd 
plenty of it in three or four places in this bay. The 
beft, or what is moft convenient for Ihips that touch 
here, is a rivulet, which is one of feveral that fall 
into a pond that lies behind the beach at the head of 
the bay. It there mixes with the fea water *•, fo that 
it muft be taken up above this pond, which may 
be done without any great trouble. Firewood is to be 
got with great cafe in feveral places. The only wind 
to which this bay is expofed is the North Eaft } but 
as^his wind blows froth Maria's Iflands, it can brii^ 
no very great fea along with it, and therefore, upon 
the whole, this may be accounted a very fafe, road. 
The bottom is clear, gaod holding grpund, and the 
depth of water froth twelve to fiVe and four fathoms. 
The longitude was determined by a great humber of 
lunar obfervatiotls which, we had .before we made ,the 
land, while we were in fight pf it, - and- after we had 
left it, and reduced to Adventure Bay and the feveral 
principal points by . the tifoc keeper. The •follovnng 
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table will e^ibit both the longitude and latitude 
one view : . < 

South. Long. Eaft. 


, Adventure Bay 
Tran’s Head 
iSouth Cape 
■ South Weft Cape 
Swilly Ifle 


43“ 

43 

43 

43 

43 


11 ' 


lo" — 147” 


n 


29 - 

18 o 
56 d 
7 o 
6 o 
1 5' Eaft 


33 . o — 147 

42 o — 146 

37 o — 146 

55. O — 147 

{ variation of the compafs 5* 

dip of the South, end of the 
needle 70®' 15' 30’" 

The pei^ndicular rife of water in the bay at neap 
tide was eighteeh inches, and there was no appear- 
ance of its having ever exceeded two feet and a half. 
Thefe are all the memorials ufeful to navigation 
^hich my fhort ftay (four days) has enabled me to 
|sreferve, with relpedt ro Van Diemen’s Land/’ 

, In addition to the foregoing remarks of captains 
Cook, and Furneaux on' the country and inhabitants 
of Van Diemen’s L4and, the following, which relate 
chiefly to the natural produftiotts of that country, 
are tdeen fixmi the account of them communicated 
to captain Cook by Mr. i^derfon, furgeon of the 
Refolution. ' ' 

At the bottom of Adventure Bay is k beautiful fandy 
beiich, which ferns to wholly formed of the particles 
waftfedby the lea from'a very fine white fand ftoncj that 
in mshy places bounds the Ihore, and of which Fluted 
Cape, id IttighbourHood, frOm its appes&ance,' 
feems to be compofed. This beach is about tWo mile* 
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long, and is excellently: adapted for hauling h leine^ 
•which both fliips did repeatedly with fuccefs. Bchli^ 
it is a plain or flat, with a fait or rather brackilh, lake,- 
running in’ length parallel with the beach, out of which 
we caught, with angling rods, many whitifli bream and 
fome fmall trout. The other parts of the country ad- 
joining the bay are quite hilly, and both thofe and the 
flat are an entire foreft of very, tall trees, rendefed al- 
moft impaflable by fhrubs, brake§of,fem; and fallen 
trees, except on the fides of fome of the hills, where 
the trees are but thin, and a coarfe ^afs is the only in- 
terruption. To the Northward of the Bay there is low 
land ftretching farther than the eye can reach, which is 
only covered with wood in certiun fppts •, but we had 
no dpportunii? to examine in what relpt^ it differed 
from the hilly country. The, foil on the flat land is ei- 
ther fandy, or con flits of a. yellowifh mould, and in 
fome places of a rcddilhi clay.. The fame is found on 
the lower part of die hills, but farther up, efpecially 
where there arc few trees, it is of .a^rey tough call, to 
appearance very poor. In the vallies.betwecn the hills, 
die water dr^s down /roan dieir fides, and at 
in fome places, .forms fmall brooks j futfo indeed as 
were fufiicicnt to fopply us with water, but by no 
raeaqs of the imght exp^ info , €Xtcn- 

five -a country, elp^i^ly as„lt .is,„botIi hijly^^d well 
wooded. Upon the. v^pk, .it |i|s in^y mwks qf Jber 
ingji^tqrally, a yely: dry^p^^,,,^ naight 

(indepenfl^tjgf i%yro^ to Afric^, a^ut 
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&rther NortUtvardj, rather than to New Zealand, on iti 
otjier fide, in the fame latitude, where we find every 
valley, however fmall, furnilhed with a confiderable 
fiream of water. The heat, too, appears to be great, 
asthetha-mometerftood at 64** 70', and once at 74**; 
and it was remarked, that birds were leldom killed an 
Itour, before they were almofi: covered with finall 
maggots, which 1 would rather attribute merely to the 
heat, as we had not any reafon to ilippofe that there is 
a peculiar quality in the air or climate occafiooing the 
quick putrefaction of animal lubfiances. ^o mineral 
l^ies, nor indeed (tones of any other (brt but die 
white land one already mentioned, ^rett oblerved. 

Amongfi: the vegetable produ^ons, there is not one, 
diat we cou^ij^find, which afibrded the fmallelt fubfifi:- 
ence for maiH The trees are all of one fort, 
growing to a great height, and in general quite 
(Iraight, branching but till towards the top. 
The bark is white, which makes them appear at saUC- 
tanceas if they had been peeled ; it is allb thick, and 
within it are (bmedmes o>UeSied pieces of a reddiih 
tranfparent gum, ^ refin, which has an afiringent 
t^e. The Imvtit this are tong, narrow, and 
pointed i and if .bears dufisrs of (malt vdnte Bowers, 
wbofo cupswete atlhis timeplendfiifiy foatcered tibout 
the grdtund, as weU ae another fort refomldM^ them 
fomewhatiit fiuqw, hhc tpwfoJtog^, which makes it 
ait.nro i^ieoics t£ ddalrto . (The 
ma& osrntddtttnm oeats ^>cbia«ls « fmattuMii^abone 
mi w 9 Ht narrow 
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leaves, and a large yellow cylindrical flower, conrtfting 
only of a vaft number of filaments, which being flied 
leave a fruit like a pine top. Both the above-men- 
tioned trees are unknown in Europe. The underwood 
confifts chiefly of a ftirub fomewhat refcmbling a myr- 
tle, and which feems to be the Leptajpermum fcoparhtm 
mentioned in Dr. Forfter’s Char. Gen. Plant, and, in 
Ibme places, of another rather fmaller, which is a new 
Ipecies of the Melaleuca of Linnaeus. Of other plants, 
which are by no means numerous, there is a Ipecies of 
Gladiolusy rufli, bell-flower, famphire, a fmall fort of 
wood forrel, milkworth, cudweed, and Job’s tears; 
with a few others peculiar to the place. There are fe- 
veral kinds of fern, as polypody, Ipleenwort, female 
fern, and fome moflfesj but the fpecies are either 
common, or at leaft found in fome other countries, 
cfpecially New Zealand. 

The only animal of the quadruped kind that we 
found here, was a fort of opofllim, about twice 
the fize of a large rat, and is moft probably the 
male of that fpecies found at Endeavour River, in 
New South Wales. It is of a dulky colour above, 
tinged with a brown or rufty call, and whitilh below. 
About a third of its tail towards the tip is white 
and bare underneath, by which it probably hangs on 
the branches of trees, as it climbs them and lives on 
berries. The kattgooroo alfo, which is found in New 
South Wales, without all doubt inhabits here, as the 
nativeS'that we faw had fome pieces of their flcinsj and 
we feveral times obferved animals, though indiftinflly, 
run from the thickets when we walked in the 

F woods. 
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■wocxls, which from their fize could be no other. 
It Hiould feem alfo, that they are in confiderable num- 
bers, both from the dung that we faw almoft every 
where, and from the narrow tracks or paths which 
they have made amongft the fhrubbery. 

There are feveral Ibrts of birds, but all fo fcarcc and 
lliy that they are evidently harraffed by the natives, who 
perhaps draw much of their fubfiiftcnce from them. In 
the woods, the principal forts are large brown hawks 
or eagles, crows, nearly the fame as ours in Eng- 
land, yellowilh parroquets, and large pigeons. There 
are alfo three or four fmall birds, one of which is of 
the thruih kind, and another fmall one, with a pretty 
long tail, and part of the head and neck of a moll 
beautiful azure colour, from which we named it Mj- 
tacilla cyanea, the azure wagtail. On the fliore were 
feveral common and fea gulls, a few black oyfter 
catchers or fea pies, and a pretty plover of a fVone 
colour, with a black hood. About the pond or lake 
behind the beach a' few wild ducks were feen, and 
fome ihags ufed to perch upon the high leaflefs trees 
near the ihore. 

Some pretty large blackilh fnakes were leen in 
the woods, and we killed a large hitherto unknown 
lizard, fifteen inches long and fix round, elegantly 
clouded with black and yellow, belides a fmall fort 
of a brown gilded colour above antf rufty below. 

The fea affords a much greater plenty, and," at 
leaft, as great a variety, as the land j of thefc the ele- 
phant fifh, mentioned in Frezier’s Voyage, are the 
moft numerous, and, though inferior to many other fifhi 

- were 
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were very palatable food. Several large rays, niirfes, 
and frnall leather-jackets, were caught, with fome 
fmall white bream, which were firmer and better than 
thofe caught in the lake. We Ukewife got a few foies 
and flounders, two forts of gurnards, one of them a 
new Ipecies, fome fmall Ipotted mullet, and very un- 
expeftedly the fmall fifli with a filver band o!i its fide, 

, called Atherina hepjetus by Haflelquift, But that 
next in number and I'uperior in goodnefs to the elephant 
fifh, was a fort which none of us recollefted to have 
feen before. It partakes of the nature both of a round 
and of a flat fifli, having the eyes placed very near 
each other, the fore part of the body much flattened 
or deprefTed, and the reft rounded. It is of a brownifli 
fandy colour, with rufty fpots on the upper part, and 
whitilh below. From the quantity of flime with 
which it was always covered, it feems to live, after the 
manner of flat fifh, at the bottom. Upon the rocks 
are plenty of mufoles, and fome other finall fiiell fifo. 
There are alfo great numbers of fea ftars, fome fmall 
limpets, and large quantities of fpungej one fort of 
which, that is thrown on fhore by the fea, but not very 
common, has a moft delicate texture, and another is the 
Spongia dichotoma. 

Many pretty Medufa^s heads were found upon the 
beach •, and the ftinking Ijaplyfia, or foa hare, which is 
mentioned by forrfe authors to have tlie property of 
taking off the hair by the acrimony of its juice j but 
this fort was deficient in this refpeft. 

Infe6b, though not- numerous, are here in con- 
fiderable variety. Amongft them are grafshoppers, 

F a buttei flies, 
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butterflies, and fevcral forts of fmall moths finely varle-* 
gated. There are two forts of dragon flies, gad flies, 
camel flies; feveral forts of fpiders, and fome fcor- 
pionsj but the laft are rather rare. The moft trouble- 
Ibme, though not very numerous tribe of inledls 
are the mofquitos, and a large black ant, the pain of 
■whofe bite is almofl: intolerable during the Ihort time 
that is lafts. The mofquitos alfo make up the defici- 
ency o( tlveir number by the feverity df their venomous 
probofeis* 

The inhabitants, whom we faw here, had fittle 
of that fierce’ or wild appearance common to peo- 
ple in their fitoation but, on the contrary, feemed 
mild and cheerful, without referve or jealouly of 
ftrangers. This, however, may arife from their 
having very little that they can poflSbly lofe. With 
regard to their perfonal activity, or genius, we cannot 
fay much of cither. They do not feem to poflefs the 
firft in any remarkable degree j and, as for the laft, 
they have, to appearance, lefs than even the half-ani- 
mated inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, who have not 
invention fufiicient to make cloathing, in order to de- 
fend thcmfelves from the rigour of their climate, though 
furnilhed with the materials. The fmall ftick rudely 
pointed, which one of them parried in his hand, was 
the only thing that we faw requiring any mechanical 
exertion, if we except the fixing on Ibme of their feet 
pieces of kangooroo Ikin tied with thongs; though 
it could not be learnt whether thefe were in ufe as 
ihoes, or only to defend fome fore. It muft be owned, 
however, they are imfters of fome contrivance in the 

manner 
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jmanjner of cutting their arms and bodies in lines of 
different lengths and dire<Stions, which are railed con- 
fiderably abpve the furface of the fkin; fo that it is 
difficult to guefs what method they ufe in executing 
tliis embroidery of their perfons. Their not expreffing 
that furprife which one might have expefted, on feeing 
men fo much unlike themfelves, and things to which 
we are well affured they had been hitherto utter ftran- 
gers, their indifference for our prefents, and their ge- 
neral inattention, were fufficient proofs of their not pof- 
feffing any acutenefs of underftanding. Their colour 
is a dull black, and not quite fo deep as that of die 
African negroes, Jt Ihould feem alfo, that they fomc- 
times heighten dxcir black colour by fmutting their 
bodies, as a mark wa§ left behind on any clean fubn 
ftance, fuch as white paper, when they handled it. 
Their hair, however, is perfeftly woolly, and it is clot- 
ted or divided intofinall parcels, like that of the Hot- 
tentots, with the ufe of fome fort of greafe mixed with 
a red paint, or ochre, which they fmear in great abun- 
dance over their heads. This pradlice, as fome might 
imagine, has not the effbft of changing their hair into, 
the frizzled texture that we obferved; for, on examin- 
ing the head of a boy which appeared never to have 
been Imeared, I found the hair tn be of the fame 
kind. * Their npfes, though not flat, are broad and 
full. The lower ^art of the face prqjefts a good deal, 
as is. the cafe of moft Indians that I have feenj fo that 
a line let fall from the forehead would cut off a much, 
larger portion than it would, in Europeans. • Their 
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eyes are of a middling fize, with the white lefs cleat 
jhan in us, and, though not remarkably quick or pierc- 
ing,' fuch as give a frank, cheerful caft to the whole 
countenance. Their teeth are broad, but not equal, 
nor well let •, and, either from nature, or from dirt, 
not of lb true a white as is ufual among people of a 
black colour. Their mouths are rather wide, but this 
appearance feems heightened by wearing their beards 
long and clotted with paint, in the fame manner as the 
hair of their heads. In other refpedls, they are well 
proportioned, though the belly feems rather proje&ing: 
this may be owing to the want of compreflion there, 
which few nations do not ufe more or lefs. . The pof- 
turc of which they feem fondeft^ is to ftand with one 
fide forward, or tiie upper part of tiie body gently re- 
clined, and one hand grafping (acrqfs the back) the 
oppofitearm, which hangs down by the projefting fide. 

What the ancient poets tell us of Fai'lns and 
Satyrs living in holiow trees, is Iiere realized. 50% 
wretched conftnuflions of fticks covered with bark, 
which do not even deferve tlie name of huts, v/ere 
indeed formed near the ftiorc in the bay, but thefc 
feemed only to have been credted for temporary pur- 
pofes; and many of their largeft trees ■were converted 
into more comfortable habitations: thefe had their 
trunks hollov/cd out by. fife to the height of fix or 
feven fectij and that they take up their abode in 
them fpmepmes was evident, from the hearths, made 
pf clay, to contain the fire in the middle, leaving 
rqoni for four or five perfons to fit round it. . At thp 
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fame time thefe places of flicker are durable, for they 
take care to leave one fide of the tree found, which is 
fufficient to keep it growing as luxuriantly as thole 
which remain untouched. 

The inhabitants of this place are doubtlefs from 
the fame flock with thofe of the Northern parts of 
New Holland. Though Ibme of the circumftan- 
.ces mentioned by Dampier, relative to thofe that 
he faw on the Weftern coafl of this country, fuch as 
their defedlive fight and want of fore teeth, are not 
found herej and though they differ alfo, in many 
refpefts, from thofe [hereafter deferibed] of New 
South Wales; yet ftill, upon the whole, 1 am 
perfuaded, that diflance of place, entire fepara- 
tion, diverfity of climate, and length of time, all 
concurring to operate, will account for greater dif- 
ferences, both as to their perlbnr and cufloms, than 
really exift between tlie natives of Van Diemen’s Land 
and thofe deferibed by captains Dampier and Cook. 
That there is nqt a thorough relcmblance in their 
language, is a circumflance which need not create any 
difficulty: for, though the agreementof the languagesof 
people living diflant from each other, may be afllimed 
as a flrong argument for their having fprung from one 
common fgurce, difagreement of language is by no 
means a proof of the contrary. However, we inuft 
have a far more mtimate acquaintance with the lan- 
guages Ipoken here and in the more Northern parts of 
New Holland,, before we can be warranted to pro- 
nounce that they are totally different: nay, we have 
good grounds for the oppofite opinion; for we- found 
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thAt the animal called kangooroo at Endeavour River 4 
was known under the fame name here ; and I need not 
obferve that it is fcarcely polTible to fuppofe, that thi^ 
was not tranfmitted fromone to another, but accidentally 
adopted by two nations differing in language and ex- 
traftion. Befides, as it feems very improbable that the 
inhribitants of Van Diemen’s Land Ihouldhave ever loft 
the ufe of canoes, or failing veflels, if they had been 
originally conveyed thither by fea, we muft necelTariljr 
admit,' that they, as well as the kangooroo, have been 
ftragglers by land from the more Northern parts of 
the country. And if there be any force in tiiis 
obfervation, v^iile it traces the origin of the people, 
it will at the fame time ferve to fix another point, if 
captain Cook and captain Furneaux have not al- 
ready decided it ; that New Holland is no where to- 
tally divided by the fea into iflands,, as fome have 
imagined. 

As the New Hollanders feem all to be of tii,. 
fame extraction, lb neither do I think that there is any 
thing peculiar in them. On the contrary, th^ much 
refemble many of the inhabitants whpm I have feen at 
the illands Tanna and Manicola [lb called alfo by 
Quiros, but by captain Cook, Dr. Forfter, and Sydney 
Parkinfon, Mallicollo] : nay, there is even fome foun- 
dation for hazarding a fuppofition, that they may have 
originally come from the fame place with all the ih- 
habitants of the South Sea ; for of only about ten word? 
which we could get from them, that which exprefles 
(old differs little from that of New Zealand and Ota- 
heite, the firft being M.(illaree4(» the fecond Makka*- 

reedet 
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tefdii and the third McCreede. The reft of our very 
fcanty Van Diemen’s L,and vocabulary is asfoUQWS* 


Quadne 

A woman. 

Eve’rai 

^he eye. 

Muidje 

'The neft. 

Ka’my 

The teeth ^ mouthy or tongue. 

LaeVenne 

Ajmallbirdy native of the 

• 

woods here. 

Kay*gee 

The ear. 

No’onga 

Elevated fears on the hbdy. 

Teegera 

To eat. 

Toga’rago 

Imuft be goney or J will go. 


7‘heir proniuiciation is not difagreeable* but ratho* 
quick) though not more ib than is that of other 
nations of the South Seaj and, if we may depend upon 
the affinity of languages as a clue to guide us in dif- 
»vcring the origin of nations, I have no doubt but we 
ftiali find, on a diligent enquiry, and when opportunU 
ties offer to colleft accurately a fufficient number of 
thefe words, and to compare them, that all the people 
from New-Holland Eaftward to Eafter Ifland have 
been derived from the fame common root. 
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New South Wales dijeovered by Captain Cook.— • 
Marks of the Coaft from Point Hicks to Botany 
Bay ;; — Account of the Inhabitants feen at the latter 
. . Pface. 

L eaving the coaft of Van Diemen’s Land, we 
-come next to a part of this great continent, tlie 
accounts of which are more fatisfa(£tory as well as more 
ipterefting to an Englifli reader, than any that we have 
hitherto been able to give.. It was difcovered by captain 
Cook, in his firft voyage round the world, in the Endea- 
vour bark. He was accompanied from England on 
this voyage by Mr. (now Sir Jofeph) Banks and Dr. 
Solander, gentlemen eminent in the world for their 
learning and indefatigable ardor in the purfuit of bo.- 
tanical. knowledge. The olyedt of this expedition is 
well known. A Ihort detail, however, of the circum- 
ftances that led to it, and of the incidents of the 
voyage previous to captain Cook’s arrival on the coaft 
of New South Wales, being qonnedted with the fub- 
jedt before us, may not be unfeafonable here. 

The tranfit of the planet Venus over the fun’s 
difk, a phenomenon of great impprtance to aftro- 
nomy, and which every where engaged the attention 
of the learned in that fcience, being to take place in 
the year 17 ^ 9 > beginning of the preceding year 
the Royal Society prefented.a memorial to his majefty, 
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letting forth the advantages to be derived • from ac- 
furate obfervations of this tranfit in different parts of 
the world, particularly from a fet of fuch obferva- 
tioiis made in a Southern latitude between the i40fh 
and I Both degrees of longitude Weft from the 
Iloyal Obfervatory at Greenwich; and that vcflels 
properly equipped, would be neceflary to convey the 
obfervers to their defti.ied ftations. In confequence 
pf this memorial captain Cook was named by his 
majefty to the command of the above mentioned 
veiTel, which had been purchafed and fitted out for 
tire voyage ; and was at the fame time alfo appointed 
by the Royal Society, in ponjundtion with Mr, 
Charles Green, aftronomer, to make the requifitfi 
obfervations on the tranfit. The ifland of Otaheite, 
which had been difeovered by captain Wallis in. a 
late expedition, was chofen as a proper fpot for this 
purpofe; and captain Cook, having failed from Ply- 
mouth, the 26th of Auguft, 1768, and palfej Le 
Maire’s Straits, entered the Pacific Ocean by Cape 
Horn in January, 1769, and arrived at that ifland 
tiic 13th of April following. After remaining in 
Otaheite three months, during which time the in- 
tended obfervations on the tranfit were made, he fet 
fail from that place with Tupia, (or, as lie is called 
in Sydney Parkinfon’s Journal, Toobaiah, and by Dr. 
Forfter Tupaya,J one of the moft intelligent natives 
of the ifland, who was taken on board at his own rc- 
queft, and a boy of the name of Taiyota. Both 
thefe Otaheiteans died afterwards at Batavia, where the 
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Endeavour touched on her return to Europe. Cap- 
tain Cook's inftruftions had direfled him, after the 
aftronomical obfervations fliould be completed, to 
profecute his difcoveries in the Pacific Ocean j pro- 
ceeding as far South as latitude 40“, where, if he did 
not find any land, he was to fail Weft ward between 
40* and 35®, until he ftiould fall in with New Zea- 
land, which he was to explore, and from thence re- 
turn to England by fuch a courfe as he flipuld think 
proper. Having, therefore, after his departure from 
Otaheite, difcovered the Society Iflands, lie proceeded 
to the South; till, on the 6th of Odbober, he fell'in 
with the Eaft fide of New Zealand. He circumna- 
vigated the iflands which bear tliat name, and was 
the firft who determined their infularity ; and having 
remained upon that coaft till the 31ft of March, 
1770, he failed Weftward for what is fuppofed to be 
the Eaftern fide qf New Holland. Here he arrived 
on the 19th of April, and took pofleflTion of the 
country, with all the bays, harbours, rivers, and 
iflands upon its coaft, in right of his Britannic Ma-. 
jefty, by the name of New South Wales. 

Thus it appears that we arc indebted to this in- 
defatigable navigator himfolf for the difeovery of fo 
prodigious a traft of country ; his inftrudtion from 
the Admiralty (in which the Eaftern fide of New 
Elolland is not mentioned) permitting him the option 
of any other route that he Ihould prefer ip his j’e- 
turn from New Zealand to England. Unwilling, 
however, that any part of a voyage undertaken with 
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fo liberal a view as' that of promoting the general 
advantage of fcience, fhould be fpcnt ufelefsly, he 
diredbed his refearches hither, and fpent upwards 
of four months in furveying this immenfe coaft, the 
extent of which is nearly 2000 miles : he landed fe- 
veral times, both upon the main and the illands ad- 
jacent ; and has left an ample and minute account of 
the country, its produftions, and inhabitants. As the 
defcription of New South "Wales, contained in his 
Journal as publiflied by Dr. Hawkefworth, is both 
more copiom and of greater importance to an in- 
telligent reader than any thaf we have of the other 
parts of New Holland, we have been obliged Ibme- 
times, efpecially in the account of Van Diemen’s 
l..and, to anticipate it, by referring beforehand to 
feveral particulars which belong properly to the for- 
mer country j and this arofe in part atfo from ano- 
ther circumftance, which is, that captain Cook touched 
upon New South Wales in his firft voyage round the 
world, and both he and captain Furneaux came after- 
wards upon Van Diemen’s Land at different tinics, 
and with the interval of a few years between each 
voyage. Hence, in deferibing that coaft, it was na- 
tural to illuftrate their remarks by comparifons with 
objefts before known arid deferibed, in the accounts 
of a country wl^ich is luppofed to communicate with 
the former, and to make a part of the fame illand or 
continent, by which foever of thefe names it may 
with the moft propriety be called. But the perfpi- 

cuity required in the defcription of fo extenftve a 
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coafl: as that of New Holland, pointing out the Wef- 
tern difcoveries as the mofl: proper to begin with, that 
order has been here adopted ; and proceeding a mimts 
noth ad notioraj from the iiidiibndt and imperfect 
narratives concerning Endracht and De Witt’s Lands on 
the Weft, to the Southern par ts or the land of Van Die- 
men, and fo in progreHion to the more accurate and 
fatisfadlory accounts that are given of New Soutli 
Wales, we have negledted the priority of time in 
whicli thofc feveral documents have been publilhed, in 
order to preferve uninterrupted a regular andconnefted 
furvev of the wliole coaft. 

4 

New South Wales, therefore, which is fuppofed to 
form thcEaftern fide of New Holland, extends tlirough 
alnioft ay degrees of latitude, terminating to the North 
at York Cape, in latitude 10“ 30' ; and to die South 
at Point Hicks, in 38° South latitude •, the coaft from 
the latter extremity as far as fmoaky Cape, in 30° 30', 
lying in the direAion of North Eaft by North and 
Soutli Weft by South, dience running due North 
to Sandy Cape, in latitude 24° 45', from which laft 
point the land ftretches nearly in a ftraight line, Nortli 
Weft by North and South Eaft by South, quite to 
York Cape, at the entrance of Endeavour Straits. 
Captain Cook, having begun his range on this 
coaft from the South, fell in with the land firft in la- 
titude 38° South, and longitude 148° 53' Eaft, where 
he made the fore-mentioned Point Hicks, fo nartved 
becaufe Mr. Plicks, his firft lieutenant, wa^ the perfon 
who difeovered it. To tlic Southward of this Point 
no land was to be feen, though from die longitude af- 
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figned by Tal'man to Bay Frederick Henry, on the 
Eaftern fide of Van Diemen’s Land, the body of that 
countiy ought to have borne due South} and indeed, 
obferves captain Cook, from the fudden falling of the fea 
after the wind abated, I hadreafon to think this to be the 
cafe, yet asldidnotfee it, and as I found this coaft trend 
North Eaft and South Weft, or rather more to the Eaft- 
ward, I cannot determine whether it joins to Van Die- 
men’s Land or not. Steering Eaft North Eaft in order 
to clear Point Hicks, he continued to fail along the coaft, 
and in latitude 37 ° 51' came in fight of anotlicr point, 
which rifes in a round hillock very much refembling 
the Ram Head at the entrance of Plymouth Sound, 
and was therefore now called by the fame name. The 
variation was here 3® 7^ Eaft. What had been feen 
of the land between Point Hicks and the Ram Head 
is deferibed as moftly low and level, a part however 
rifing moderately high } the lea Ihore flat and covered 
with a white fand, but the country within green and 
woody. In general the weather being foggy, a good 
view of it could not be obtained. Shortly afterwards, 
however, the Iky clearing up, they had a more fa- 
vourable profpeib of the country, which afforded a very 
pleafing appearance, being moftly rather level, though 
in fome parts of a moderate height, diverfified by hills 
and vallies, ridges and plains, and interfperfed with a 
few lawns of no great extent. The afeent of the hills 
and ridges is gentle, and their fummits are not high, and 
in general they were covered altnoft entirely with wood, 
fome of which appeared large. Sailing along Ihore 
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towards the North with A brifk gale, they found it fct 
exhibit ftill much the fame appearance, or, if differ- 
ing in any thingj to lie rather lower? but, in a 
run of upwards of fixty leagues from Point Hicks 
to the Northward, it affords no harbour whatfoever. 
The firft place whith could deferve that name lies 
nearly ifi latitude 35“ 45', and is called Bateman’s 
Bay. This is an open bay, in which are three or 
four fmall iflands, and, though it feems to affprd but 
little fiielter from the fea winds, is neverthdefs the 
only fpot in the run above mentioned where there ap- 
peared a probability of finding anchorage. Keeping 
at the diftance of three leagues from fhore, they 
continued to fteer a Northerly courfe, feeing fmoke 
in fcveral places near the fea-fidc, and being at 
times fo near land as to diftinguiih the natives upon 
the beach, who appeared to be of a black or very 
dark colour. Here they found a current, fetting to 
the Southward, which in two. days carried them 
twelve or fourteen miles South of the fliip’s reckoning, 
and at the fame time a large hollow fea rolling in 
upon the land from the Soutb-Eaff, which indeed 
had been the cafe ever fince their coming upon this 
coaff. Within land, beliind Bateman’s Bay, and 
for fome leagues on each fide of it, the country may 
be called mountainous, the ihore alfo to the lame 
extent forming alternately rocky points and fandy 
beaches; for, about fifteen leagues to the South of 
the bay, there is a high mountain lying near the 
Ihore, which, on acftount of its figure, they called 

Mount 
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Mount Dromedary. Under this movifitain the fliore 
forms apoint, to which they gave the name ofpointDro- 
medary, and over it there is a peaked hillock. Between 
Mount Dromedary and another remarkable peaked 
hill about ten leagues to the North of Bateman’s Bay, 
being in latitude 35® 19' South, and longitude 150'* 
iS'Eaft, which refembled a fquare dovehoufe, with 
a dome at the top* and which for that reafon they 
named the Pigeon-houfe, they faw feveral high 
mountains within land, and all of them, except two, 
covered with lofty trees. Thefe two lie behind the 
Pigeon-houfe, and are remarkably flat at the top* 
with Heep rocky cliflfs all round them, as far as the 
eye can fee. 

Captain Cook was delirous of flnding fome con- 
venient harbour or bay on this coaft, but had hitherto 
been unfuccefsful. About two leagues, indeed, to the 
Northward of a point of land, which, being difeovered 
on St. George’s day, had received the name of Cape 
George, the Ihorefeemed to form a bay, and foch a one 
as promifed (belter from the North Eaft winds * but 
having a leading wind, he could not look into k with- 
out beating up, which he obferves would have cofl; 
him more time than he was willing to fpare. The 
North point of this bay, on account of its figure, 
he named Long Nofe, its latitude is 35® 6', and 
about eight leagues North of it there lies a point, 
which, from the colouf of the land about it, he 
called Red Point: its latitude is 34® 39', and its 
longitude 151® 15' Eaft. This point may be 
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known by a round hill landing to the North Weft 
of it, a little, way inland, the top of which looks 
like the crown of a hatj and in latitude 34® 10' ap- 
pear fome remarkable white cliffs, which rife perpen- 
dicularly from the fea to a confiderable height. The 
coaft here, by the frequency of the fmokes and 
fires obferved in failing along it, feems to- be pretty 
thickly inhabited, and, notwithftanding it hitherto 
afforded no appearance of a harbour, captain Cook, 
who was probably impatient to land, and take a 
nearer view of the flice of the country, finding himfclf 
within two miles of the ffiore, hoifted out the pinnace 
and yawl, in order to attempt a landing ; but the 
pinnace, proving leaky, was found unfit for that fervice. 
At this time feveral of the natives were feen walking 
brifkly along the beach, four of whom carried a 
canoe upon their Ihoulders, and finding that they 
did not come off to the fhip,- with which expecta- 
tion he had flattered himlelf at fiiff, the captain de- 
termined to go on lliore in the yawl with .as many as' 
it would carry. Embarking, therefore, with the 
gentlemen, Tupia, and four rowers, they pulled for 
that part of the fhore where the Indians appeared, 
near which, four fmall canoes were lying at the 
water’s edge. The Indians fat down, fays Mr. 
Cook, upon the rocks, and feemed to wait our 
landing, but, to our great regretj when we came 
within about a quarter of a mile, they ran awayiinto 
the woods. We determined, however, to go afliorc, 
^and endeavour to procure an • interview, ' but in this 
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Vrewere again clifappointed, for we found lb gfeat 
lurf beating upon every part of the beach, that landing 
with our little boat was altogether impradicable : we 
were therefore obliged to be content with gazing at 
fuch objefts as prefented themfelves to our view. 
I'hc canoes, lipon a nearer fight of them, feemed 
very much to refcmble thofe of the fmaller fort at New 
Zealand [and near the part of the beach where 
they were drawn up Hood a kind of wigwam, or hut]. 
We obferved, that among the trees on fliorc, which 
were not very large, there was no underwood, [lb 
that they appeared like plantations in a gentleman’s 
park,] and we could diftinguilh numbers of them to be 
of tlie palm kind, and fome of them cabbage trees. 
After many a wilhful look we were obliged to 
return, with our curiofity rather excited than fa- 
tisfied, and about five in the evening got on board the 
Ihip. 

'i'he next day^ however, April 28, was mote fa- 
vourable to Mr. Cook’s wilhes j for, running a little 
farther to the Northward, they difeOvered at day- 
break a bay which feemed to be well Ihcltercd 
from all winds, and into which, therefore, he de- 
termined to carry the Ihip, both for the purpofe of 
fupplying her with wood and water, the former of 
which the land afforded vifibly in abundance, and 
alfo from the natural and laudable defire of infpe(fling 
a country, of which he had the foie merit of being the 
difeoverer. 

The pinnace therefore being repaired. Captain Cooli^ 
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fent her with the maftcr to found the entrance of the 
bay, while he kept turning up, having the wind right’ 
out. At noon the mouth of the bay bearing N. N. W. 
diftant about a mile, they faw a fmoke on the ftiore ; and, 
diredting their glaifes to the fpot, foon difeovered ten 
people, who, upon the nearer approach of the fliip, left 
their fire and retired to a little eminence, whence they 
could conveniently obferve her motions. Soon after, 
two canoes, each having two men on board, came to the 
Ihore juft under the eminence, and the men joined the 
reft on the top of it. The pinnace, which had been 
fent ahead to found, now approached the place, upon 
which all the Indians retired farther up the hill, except 
one, who hid himfelf among fome rocks near the land- 
ing place. As the pinnace proceeded along the fliore, 
moft of the people took the fame route, and kept 
abreaft of her at a diftance. When Ihe came back the 
matter reported, that in a cove a little within the har- 
bour, fome of them had come down to the beach, and 
invited him to land by many figns and words of which 
he kne^ not the meaning; but that all of them were 
armed with long pikes and a wooden weapon fhaped 
fomewhat like a feymetar Thofe of the natives who 
had not followed the boat, feeing the fhip approach, 
ufed many threatening geftures, and brandiflied their 
weapons, particularly two, who made a very Angular 
appearance ; for their faces feemed to have been dufted 
with a White powder, and their bodies painted* with 
broad ftreaks of the fame colour, which, palling ob- 
liquely over their breafts and backs, looked not unlike 
L the 
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the crofs belts worn by our foldiers. The fame kind 
of ftreaks were alfo drawn round their legs 'and thighs, 
like broad garters, and in fome a fingle ftreak ran from 
the flioulders diagonally downwards like a falh. Each 
of thefe men held in his hand the weapon dcfcribed 
by the matter as refembling a fcymetar, which 
appeared to be about two feet and a half long, 
and they feemed to talk to each other with great ear- 
nettnefs. 

Captain Cook’s entrance into this bay, which, from 
the great quantity of plants colledled on ftiore, be 
afterwards named BOTANY BAY, is thus 
dcfcribed. We continued, fays he, to ftand into 
the bay, and early in the afternoon anchored 
under the South ftiore about two miles within the 
entrance, in fix fathom water j the North Point 
of the Bay (afterwards named Cape Banks) bear- 
ing due Eatt, and the South point, or Point Solander, 
South Eatt. As we came in we faw on both thefe 
points a few huts, and feveral of the natives allembled, 
men, women, and childrens and under Point So- 
lander we faw four fmall canoes with each one man 
on board, who were very bufily employed in ttriking 
fifh with a long pike or fpear. They ventured almott 
into the furf, and'were fo intent upon what they were 
doing, that, although the ihip palled within a quarter of 
a mile of them, tKey fcarcely turned their eyes towards 
her J poflibly' being deafened by the furf, and their 
attention wholly fixed upon their bufinels or Iport, 
they nekher faw nor heard her pafs them. 


The 
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The place where the Ihip had anchored was abreaft 
of a fmall village confifting of about fix or eight 
Jioufesi and, while we were preparing to hoift out the 
boat, we law an old woman, followed by three chil- 
dren, come Qut of the wood. She was loaded with 
fire wood, and each cf the children had alfo its little 
burden. When Ihe came to the houles, three more 
‘ children, younger than the others, came out to meet 
her : flie often looked at the Ihip, but exprefled nei- 
ther fear nor furprize : in a Ihort time Ihe kindled a 
fire, and the four citnoes came in from filhing. The 
men landed, and, having hauled up their boats, began 
to drefs their dinner, to all appearance wholly' uncon- 
cerned ‘about us, though we w'cre within half a mile 
of them. We thought it remarkable, that of all 
the people whom wc had yet feen, nor one had the leaft 
appearance ofclqathing, the old woman herfelf being 
ilefiitute even ot a fig leaf. After dinner the boats 
were manned, and we fet out Ifom the Ihip, having 
Tupia of our party. Wc intended to land where w'C 
faw the people, and began to hope, that,, as they had fo 
Vitle regarded tfie fhip-s coming into the bay, they 
would as little regard our coming on fhore. In tliis, 
^ibwever, we were difappointed ; for, as foon as v/e 
approached the rocks, two of the men came down upon 
them to dilpute our landing, and the reft ran away. 
Each of thefe two champions was armed with a lance tea 
feet long, ^nd a Ihort ftick which he feemed to hithdle 
^ if it were a machine to aflift him in managing or 
t^owipg the lance. 'IThey called to us in a very loud 
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tone, and in a harfh diflbnant language, which neitlier 
we norTupiaunderftood, [often repeating the words 
warra warra wai. They brandillied their weapons, 
threatening us widi countenances that befpoke dilplea- 
fure,] and feemed refolved to defend the coaft to the 
utmoft, though they were but two and we were forty. 

I could not but admire their courage, and being very 
unwilling that hoftilities fliould commence with fuch 
inequality of force between us, I ordered the boat to 
lie upon her oars. We then parlied by figns for about a 
quarter of an hour ; and, to befpeak their good-will, 1 
threw tliem nails, beads, and other trifles, which they 
took up and feemed to examine with pleafure. I tlien 
made figns that I wanted water, and, by all the means 
that I could devife, endeavoured to convince them that 
we would do them no harm. They now waved to us, 
and I was willing to interpret it as an invitation j but, 
upon our putting the boat in, they came again to op- 
pofe us. One appeared to be a youth about nineteen 
or twenty, and the other a man of middle age. As I 
had now no other refource, I fired a mufquet between 
them, Upon the report, the youngeft dropped a bun- 
dle of lances upon the rock, but.recollefting'himfelf 
in an inftant he fnatched them up again with 'great 
hafte. A ftone was then thrown at us, upon which I 
ordered a mufquet tq be fired with fmall fliot, whicli. 
ftruck the eldtft upon the legs, and he immediately 
r^n to one of the houfes,, which was diftant about 
one hundred yards j [both of them Ihouting for afllft- 
anccj and calling hala hala maSt that is, (as our 
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people afterwards learned,) ** come hither,” while their 
wives and children fet up a moft horrid howl.] I now 
hoped that our conteft was over, and we immediately 
landed } but we had fcarccly left the boat when the 
cldeft man retyrned, and we then perceived that he 
had left the rock only to fetch a fhield or target for 
his defence. As foon as he came up he threw a lance 
at us, and his comrade another. They fell where we 
ftood thickeft, but happily hurt nd body. A third 
murquet with fmall (hot was then fired at them, upon 
which ope of them threw another lance, and both 
immediately ran away. If we had purfued, we could 
probably have taken one of themj byt, upon a fuggeftioq 
thfit the lances might be poifoned, it was not thought 
prudent to follow them into the woods. In this flight 
the oldeft of the men dropped his target, which, upon 
taking it up and examining it, we perceived to have 
been made out of the bark of a tree. [It was of an 
oblong or oval lhape, being about three feet in length, 
and eighteen inches broad, painted white in the mid« 
die, and had two holes in it to fee through.] It ajv, 
peared alfo to have been pierced through with a Angle 
pointed lance, near the pentrcv We repaired imme- 
diately to the huts, in one of which we found the 
fhildren, who had hidden themfelves behind a Ihield 
and fpmc bark, We peeped at them, but left them 
in their retrpat, without their knowing that they had 
been difcovered } find we threw into the houfe, when 
we went away, forhe beads, ribbons, pieces of cloth, 
Pthcr prcftfnts, vhich we hoped would 
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the good will of the inhabitants when they ihould re- 
turn 5 but the lances which we found lying about we 
took away with us, to the number of about fifty. 
They were from fix to fifteen feet long, and all of 
them had four prongs in the manner of a filh gig, 
each of which was pointed with fifh bone, and very 
fharp. We obferved that they were fmeared with a 
vifeous lubftance of a green colour, which favoured 
the opinion of their being poifoned, though we after- 
wards difeovered that it was a miftake. They ap>. 
peared, by the feaweed that we found flicking to them, 
tp have been ufed in ftriking fifh. Upon examining 
the canoes that lay upon the beach, we found them 
to be the word that we had ever feen : they were 
between twelve and fourteen feet long, and made of 
the bark of a tree in one piece, which was drawn to- 
gether and tied up at each end, the middle being 
kept open by flicks which were placed acrofs them 
from gunwale to gunwale as thwarts. We then 
fearched for frefh water, but found none, except in a 
fmall hole which h'ad been dug in the fand. 

Such was the reception which captain Cook met 
with from the natives upon his entering Botany Bay, 
the incidents of which have been recited nearly in his 
pwn words. Indeed the circumftanccs that tend to 
furnifh us with a clear idea of this place and its in- 
habitants, being 1b intimately connefted with the pno- 
peadings of his people, as with difficulty to be fepa- 
rated from them in the narrative, a continuance of it, 
nearly in the words of that intelligent commander, 
^ill ^rpl^ably be tnofl acceptable to the reader. 

Having 
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Having reimbarked in our boat, fays he, wc 
depofited our lances on board the fliip, and then went 
over to the North point of the bay, (Cape Banks,) 
where we had feen feveral of the inhabitants when 
we were entering it, but which we now perceived to 
be totally deferted. Here, however, we found frelh 
water, which trickled down from the top of the rocks, 
and flood in pools among the hollows at the bottom ; 
but it was fituated lb as not to be procured for our ufe 
without difficulty. 

In die morning, therefore, (April 29,) I fent a 
party of men to that part of the Ihore where we firft 
landed, with orders to dig holes in the fand where 
the water might gather j but, going afliore myfelf 
with the gentlemen loon afterwards, we found, u}x)n 
.more diligent fearch, a fmall ftream on the South fide 
of the bay, which was more than fufficient for our 
purpofe. 

Upon vifiting the hut where we had feen the 
children, we were greatly mortified to find that the 
beads and ribbons which we had left there the night 
before, ha.d not been moved from their places j and 
that not an Indian was to be feen. 

Having fent fome empty water calks on Ihore, 
and left a party of men to cut wood, I went myfllf 
in the pinnace to found and examine the bay. During 
my excurfion I faw feveral of the •natives, but they 
all fled at my approach. In one of the places vjh^re 
I landed I found feveral lixiall fires, and frelli mufcles 
broiling upon them ; and here alfo I found fomp of 
tfle largeft oyfter Ihcljs that ever I had feen. 
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As foon as the wooders and waterers came on 
board to dinner, ten or twelve of the natives came 
down to the place where the latter had been at \vork, 
and looked with great attention and curiofity at the 
calks, but did not touch them. They took away, 
liowever, the canoes which lay near the landing place, 
and again difappeared. In the afternoon, when our 
people went on fhorc again, fixteen or eighteen In- 
dians, all armed, came boldly within about one hun- 
dred yards of them, and then ftopped. I wo of them 
advanced fomewhat nearer ; and Mr. Ilicks, who 
commanded the party on fhore, with another, ad- 
vanced to meet them, holding out prefents to them as 
he approached, and exprefling kindnels and amity by 
every fign he could thing of) but all without effeft} 
for before he could get up with them, they retired, 
and it would have anfwered no purpofe to purfue. 
In the evening I went to a fandy cove on the north 
fide of tl.e bay, where, in three or four hauls with the 
feinc, we took above tlirce hundred weight of filb, 
which was equally divided amongft the Ihip’s com- 
pany. 

The next morning, before day-break, the Indians 
came down to the houles that’ were abreaft of the 
(hip, and were heard frequently to fliout very loud. 
As foon as it was light, they were feen walking 
along the beaph* and foon after they retired to the 
woods, where, at the diftance of about a mile from 
the Ihore, they kindled feveral fires. Our people 
wept afrrore as ufual, ^nd widi d^ern Mr. Banks and 
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Dr Solandcr, who in fearch of plants repaired to 
the woods. Our men who were employed in cutting 
grafs being the fartheft removed from the main body 
of the people, a company of fourteen or fifteen In- 
dians advanced towards them having fticks in their 
hands, which, according to the report of the ferjeant 
of the marines, Ihone like a mufquet. The grafs 
cutters, upon feeing them approach, drew together, 
and moved towards the main body. The Indians, 
being encouraged by this appearance of flight, pur- 
fued them, but flopped when they were within about 
a furlong of them, and, -after fhouting feveral times, 
went back into the woods. In the evening they came 
again in the fame manner, Ihouted at the fame dif- 
tancei and retired. I followed them myfelf alone 
and unarmed a confiderablc way along, the fliore, but 
I could not prevail upon them to flop. 

Early the next morning (May i) the body of 
Forbes Sutherland, one of our fcamen, a native of 
the Orkneys, who died the evening before, was ear- 
ned on fhore and buried near the watering place; and, 
from this circumflance, I called the point which the 
land forms in this part of the bay Sutherland point. 
We refolved this day to make an excurfion into the 
country: being, therefore, ten in number, properly 
accoutred for the expedition, we fet out and repaired 
firil: to the huts near the watering place, whither fome 
of the natives continued every day to refort ; and, 
though the little prefents which we had left there be- 
fore had not yet bacn taken away, we left others of 
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fomewhat more value, confifting of cloth, looking- 
glaffes, combs, and beads, and then went up into the 
country. We found many houfes of the inhabitants, 
and places where 'they had flept upon the grafs with- 
out any Ihelter, but we faw only one of the people, 
who the moment he difeovered us ran away. At all 
thefe places, however, we leffr'prelents, hoping that 
at length they might procure us the confidence and 
good-will of the natives. From this excurfion we 
returned between three and four o’clock, and having 
dined on board we went on fhore at the watering 
place, where a party of men were filling cafks. Mr. 
Gore, the fecond lieutenant, had been fent out in 
the morning with a boat to dredge for oyfters at the 
head of the bay. When he had performed this fer- 
vice he went afliore, and having taken a midlhipman 
with him, and fent the boat away, fet out to join the 
waterers by land. In his way he fell in with a body 
of two and twenty Indians, who followed him, and 
were often not more than twenty yards diftant. When 
Mr. Gore perceived them lb near, he Hopped, and 
faced about, upon which, they Hopped allb, and when 
he went on again continued the purfuit. They did 
not however attack him, though they were all armed 
with lances, and he and the midlhipman got in fafety 
to the watering place. The Indians, who had llack- 
ened their purlbit when they came in fight of the 
main body of our people, halted at about the dif- 
tance of a quarter of a mile, where they Hood Hill. 
Mr. Monkhoufe, swid two or three of the waterers, 
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took it into their heads to march up to them, biit 
feeing the Indians keep their ground till they came 
pretty near them, they were feizcd with a fudden fear, 
very common to the ralh and foolhardy, and made 
a hafty retreat. This ftcp, which infured the danger 
that it was taken to avoid, encouraged the Indians, 
and four of them running forward, difeharged their 
lances at the fugitives with fiicli force, that, flying nO 
Jefs than forty yards, tlicy went beyond them. As 
the Indians did not purfue, our people, recovering 
their fpirits, flopped to collefl the lances when they 
came up to the place where they lay; upon which 
the Indians in their turn began to retire. Juft at 
this time I came up, with Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, 
and Tupia; and being de.flrous to convince the In- 
dians that we were neither afraid of them, nor in- 
tended them any mifehief, vjc advanced tow'ards them, 
making figns of expoftulation and entreaty, but they 
could not be perfuaded to wait till we could come 
lip. Mr. Gore told us that he had lecn Ibme of 
them up the bay, who had invited him by figns to 
come on ftiore j which he, certainly with great pru- 
dence, declined. 

In the afternoon of the next day wc made another 
cxcurfion along the fea-coaft to the Southward. At 
pur firft entering the woods we met yi'ith three of the 
natives, who inftantly ran away : more of them were 
feen by fome of the people, but they all difappeared 
with great precipitation as foon as they found that 
(•they were difeovered. By the boldnefs of thefe In’-- 
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dians at our firft landing, and the terror that felzed 
them at the fight of us afterwards, it appears that 
they were fufficiently intimidated by our fire-arms. 
Not that we had any reafon to think the people much 
hurt by the fmall fhot which we were obliged to fire 
at them when they attacked us at our coming out of 
the boat ; but they had probably feen the effefts of 
them from their lurking places upon the birds that we 
had Ihot. Tupia, who was now become a good 
markfinan, frequently ftrayed from us to Ihoot 
parrots, and he had told us, that while he was thus 
employed, he had once met with nine Indians, who, as 
foon as they perceived that he faw them, ran from him 
in great confufion and terror. 

The next day twelve canoes, in each of which 
was a Angle Indian, came towards the watering, 
place, and were within half a mile of it for a con- 
fiderablc time ; they were employed in ftriking filh, 
upon which, like others that we had feen before, they 
were fo intent, that they feemed to regard nothing 
clfe. It happened, however, that a party of our 
people were out a , {hooting near the place, and one 
of the men, whofe curiofity might at length, per- 
haps, be roufed by the report of the fowling 
pieces, was obferved to haul up his canoe upon 
the beach, and go towards the {hooting party : in 
fumething more than a quarter of an hour he re- 
turvd, launched his canoe, and went off in her to his 
companions. This incident makes it probable that 
the natives acquired a knowledge of the deftruftive 
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power of our fire-arms when we knew nothing of the 
matter; for this man was not fccn by any of the 
party whole operations he had reconnoitred. Be- 
fore this 1 had gone with Dr. Solander and 
Mr. Monkhoufe to the head of the bay, that I 
might examine that part of the country, and make 
farfoer attempts to form fome connexion with the 
natives. In our way we met with eleven or twelve 
iinall canoes, with each a man in it, probably the 
lame that were afterwards abreaft of the fliore, who 
all made into Ihoal water upon our approach. We 
met other Indians alhore the firll time we landed, 
who inftantly took to their canoes and paddled away. 
We went up the country to fome diftance, and at our 
return to the boat, feeing fmoke upon another part of 
the coall;, we rowed thither, in hopes of meeting 
with the people, but at our approach thefe alfo ran 
away. We found fix fmall canoes and fix fires very 
near the beach, with fome mufcles roafting upon 
them, and a few oyfters lying near; by this we judged 
that there had been one man in each canoe, who having 
picked up fome Ihell filh, had come alhore to eat it, 
and made his feparate fire for that purpofe. We 
tailed of their cheer, and left them in return fome 
firings of beads and other things, which we thought 
would pleafe them. At the foot of a tree in this 
place we found a fmall well of frafli water, fupplied 
by a ipringj and the day being now far fpent, re- 
turned to the Ihip. 

The next morning, May a * as the wind would 
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i>.ot permit me to fail, I fent oat fcvra-al parties into 
the country to try again whether fo nc intcrcourfo 
eould not be eftablilTieJ with the natives. A inid- 
fliipmanj who belonged to one of thefe panics, having 
Itraggled a long way from his companions, met 
with a very old man and woman, ami fome little 
children : they were fitting under a tree by the water 
fide, .and neither party faw the oflv r until th.cy were 
clofe together : the Indians liiewed figns of fear, but 
did not attempt to rim away. Tlie iV'idfliipman hap- 
perjed to have nothing to give them but a, parreir tliac 
he had fliot j this he offered, but they refuted to 
accept it, withdrawing thcmfelves from his hand, 
either tlirougli fear or averfion. His flay vvitii them 
was but fliort, for he faw fcveral canoes near tiio 
beach fifhlng, and being alone he feared they might 
come afhorc and attack him : he laid that thefe 
people were very dark coloured, but not black; that 
rlie man and woman appeared to be very old, being 
both grey-headed ; that the hair of tiie man’s head 
was bufhy, and his beartl long and rough ; that the 
woman’s hair was cropped fliort, and both of them 
were ftark naked. 

Mr. Monkhoufe, the furgeon, and one of tlie men 
who were with another party near the watering place, 
alfb ftrayed from their companions, and, as they were 
coming out of a ticket, obferved fi,K Indians ilanding 
together at the diftance of about fifty yards. One of 
them pronounced a word very loud, wliich was fup- 
pofed to be a fignal, for a lance was immediately 
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thrown at him out of the wood, which very narrowly 
miffed him. Wlien the Indians f.iw that the weapon 
Iiad not taken effed;, they ran away with the greateft 
precipitation •, but on turning about towards the place 
where the lance had been thrown, he faw a young 
Indian, whom be judged to be about nineteen or 
twenty years old, come down from a tiee, and he 
aifo ran away wuh liich fjK’edas made ir hopeleis to 
follow him. IVIr. Monkhoufe was of opinion that he 
had been watched by thclc Indians in his paffage 
through the thicket, and that the youth had been 
ffaiioned iti the tree to difeharge the lance’ at him, 
upon a fign.1l, as he Ihould come by; however this be, 
there cook) be no doubt but tliat he was the perfon 
who tlircw the l.mce. 

This is tlic lubdance of what captain Cook has re- 
l.aied concerning the inhabitants of the country round 
Botany Bay with whom he found it impoffible to 
effab'iih a friendly correlpondejice during his Jlioit 
flay in that harbour, which w’as only eight days. 
Their dread of our people’s fire-arms, and the refent- 
rnent which they conceived from die flight hurt that 
one of their number probably fek froiri the fmall 
Ihct fired amongff them upon the firft landing of the 
Endeavour’s boat, v.'ere ever after invincible obilacles 
to a peaceful and amicable intcrcourfe with them. 
If we iuppofe courage to be generally united with 
other good qualities, it cannot be denied that chele 
favages have in this refried a llrong prefumption in 
their favour from the uncommonly daring oppofidon 
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made by them to a force which fo hvr outtuimbercd 
theirs. In all probability, had the landing of captain 
Cook’s boat .been cltedted before the natives per- 
ceived the approach of their new vuitors, this conteft 
would never have arilenj for it is one thing (taking 
the difparity of weapons out of the queftion) to 
oppofe the landing of an enemy, ami another to 
drive him back into the fea wl.cn he has once gotten^ 
po/Tofllon of the firm land ; a ficp wiiich perhaps 
would not have entered into the heads even of 
fivages to take. Hud tliis latter, therefore, been the 
cafe, had our people been fairly landetl, and appeared 
as pofleflbrs, not invaders of the coall, it is mofl; 
.likely tliat we fliould have received as lavountblc a 
report of the Botany Bay Indians as of their Northeni 
and Southern nciglibours of Endeavour River and 
\"an Diemen’s J^and. An open, generous, unfufi- 
plating frankneis appears to be equally the cha- 
racter of the two latter tribes, and there is no rcaibn 
to fuppofe the difpofitlon and qualities of the mind, 
t'lc national character, as ir may Lxi caile-i, of thofe 
whom we are here deferibing,- tobcuifierent from theirs, 
breaufe viewed througii the medium oj' dilfercnt 
circumftances. Thofe Indians who live on the banks 
of Endeavour River fliewed themfelvcs to he pofTefled 
of a fuark of that vindictive fjfirit which is common 
and even natural ih favages fo little advanced towards 
civiltv.ationj and it is not an improbable conjc(5ture 
that the Diemenlanders would have aClcd pretty much 
in the fame manner under fimilar circumftances, 
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notwithftanding that their behaviour aftually (while 
unofFended, or conceiving themfelves fb) was to the 
laft degree friendly and pacific. 

Whatever be the refernblancc of thefe tribes as to 
the caft of their minds, in every other refpedt they may 
be fuppofed to be perfedtly akin : thefe, at leaft, about 
Botany Bay, being deferibed in nearly the fame terms 
as all the inhabitants feen on the other parts of New 
Holland. 

Of their manner of life, however, captain Cook con- 
feifes that his people could know but little, being not 
able to form the leaft connexion with them : for, after 
the firft conteft at landing, they would never come 
near enough to parly, nor did they touch or take 
away a fingle article of all that had been left for that 
purpofe at their huts and the places which they fre- 
quented- 
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Dejcription of Botany Bay. — Soil and FroduStions of 
the Country around it. — Marks of the Coaji from 
Botany Bay Northward. — Dampier’s Dejcription of 
Boohies. — Captain Cook lands at Buftarti Bay. — 
Range from thence to Thirfty Sound. 

B O I'ANY BAY is fituated in the latitude of 
34" South, and longitude 151® aj' Eaft. It is 
a capat/unis, fafc, and convenient harbour for ihipping, 
Ijcing only two or three points open to the South of 
Eafl'i and may be known by the land on the fea 
coaft, which is nearly level and of a moderate height, 
in general liigher than it is farther inland, with fteep 
rocky cliffs next the fea, which liave the appearance 
of a long idand lying clofe under the Ihore. The 
harbour lies :ibout the middle of this land; and, in 
apjiroaching it from the Southward, is difeovered 
before a fliip comes abreaft of it, but from the 
Nortliward it is not difeovered fo foon. The en- 
trance is little more than a mile broad, and lies in 
Weft North Weft between the two points of land 
before mentioned; the Nor thernmoft of which is called 
Cape Banks, and the Southernmoft Point Solander. 
To fail into it, the Southern Ihore lliould be kept on 
board till the fhip is within a fmall bare ifland which 
lies clofe under the North Ihore. Within this illand 
the deepeft water on that fide is feven fathom, Ihal- 
H 3 lowin*? 
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lov/ing to five a good way up. The water indeed 
of the bay is in general of no great depthj and it has 
leveral arms extending from it, which are alfo lhallow. 
At a confiderable diftance from the South fhore, there 
is a fhoal, reaching from the inner South point, or 
Point Sutherland, quite to the head of the harbour: 
but over towards the North and North Weft fhore, 
there is an arm or channel of twelve or fourteen feet at 
low water for three or four leagues, up to a place 
where there is three or four fathom; but even at tliis 
diftance from the harbour there was very little frelh 
Tvater to be found. 

The place which captain Cook chofe for an- 
chorage was near the South fhore, about a mile 
yvithin the entrance of the bay, for the convenience of 
failing with a Southerly wind, and bccaufe he thtit 
thought it the beft fituation fof watering. But he 
afterwards found a very fine ftream on the North 
jhorc, in the firft fandy cove within the ifland, 
before which a fhip might lie almoft land-locked, 
and procure both wood and water in great abun- 
dance. 

The foil of the country about Botany Bay, is not 
every where of the fame quality; in general, however^ 
we have favourable reports of it ; for though it was the 
beginning of winter when captain Cpok arrived there, 
every thing feemed in perfeftion. 

T'o the South and South Weft of the bay he found 
it to be either fwamp or light grey fand, and the face of 
<fce epuntry finely divcifified with wood and lawn. The 
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trees are tall, ftraight, and without underwood. 
Handing at Hich a diflancc from each other, that the 
whole country, at leaft where the fwamps do not ren- 
der it incapable of cultivation, might be cultivated 
witliout cutting down one of them. Between the trees 
the gi’ound is covered with grafs, of which there is 
great abundance, growing in tufts about as big as can 
well be gralped in the hand, which Hand very clofe to 
each other. 

I'o the Wellward of the bay the face of the country 
was found to be nearly the fame witli that which has 
■ beeir'-juft deferibed, but the foil much richerj for, 
inHcad of a" grey fand, it was a deep black mould, 
fuch as might be judged very fit for the produflion 
of grain of any kind. Here die woods were inter- 
fperfed with fome of the fineft meadows in the world ; 
not, however, without a few rocky patches, the ftone 
of which is fandy, and might be ufedto advantage for 
building. 

To the North of the bay the face of the country 
changes; it is comparatively bare, producing no 
wood, and fomewhat rcfembling our moors in Eng- 
land. The furfacc of the ground, however, is co- 
vered v/ith a thin brufli of plants about as high as 
the knees ; the hills near the coaft are low, but 
others rife beliind them, increafing by a gradual 
afeent to a confiderable dillance, with marlhes and 
njoralTes between. Wood is every where plenty 
round Botany Bay, but there are only two kinds 
which may be cunfidered as timber. Thefe trees 
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are as large or larger than the Englifh oak, and one 
of them has not a very different appearance: this 
yields a gum or rather refin, which is of a deep 
red colour, and refembles the Janguis draconis: pof- 
f)bly it may be the fame, for this fubftance is known 
to be the produce of more than one plant. The 
wood is heavy, hard, and dark coloured, like lignum 
•vitiS. The otiicr tree is tall and flraight, fomething 
like the pine ; and the wood of this, which has fbme 
refemblancc to the live oak of America, is alfb hard 
and heavy. In feme of thefe ti'ees fteps had been cut 
at about three feet diftance from each other for the ‘ 
convenience of climbing ; a circumftanc^ which T af- 
man alfo obferved .at Frederick FIcnry Bay, in Van 
Dieman’s Land. 

It need hardly be repeated that the country about 
Botany Bay affords a great variety of plants to enrich 
the colledion of a botanift, but very few of them are 
of the efculcnt kind. There was alfo found here a 
variety of flowering fhrubs, afpecies of falvia fertea, 
and fcveral kinds of the palm; bcfides a fmall tree 
which produces berries of a pale crimfon colour, and 
about the fize of a cherry. This fruit has a ftone 
within fide, and, though not remarkable for flavour, 
its juice has an agreeable tartnefs. 

As to animals, thofe of the four-footed kind feem 
not to abound here either in number or variety; for 
during the eight days that captain Cook lay in the ba^, 
he faw only one quadruped, and of that he and his 
party had but 9 tranfient and imperfect views nor 
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were his people more fortunate. This beaft was 
about the fize of a hare or rabbit. A grey- 
hound, being with the party when it was put up, 
got fight of it, and would probably have caught it, 
but the moment he fet off he lamed himfelf againft a 
llump which lay concealed in the long grafs. In the 
fame cxcurfion they faw the dung of an animal which 
fed upon grafs, and which they judged could not be 
lefs than a deer; and the footfteps of another which 
was clawed like a dog, and feemed to be about 
"a^x big as a wolf. They alfo tracked a fmall 
amrn5l-«hofc foot refembled that of a polecat or 
weafel. 


The woods here abound every where with birds of 
exquifite beauty and variety of plumage, particularly 
panots of different kinds, cockatoos, and loriquets, that 
flew about in flocks of feveral fcores together; and one 
of the gentlemen, in a fowling excurfion, found fuch 
vafl numbers of quails, refembling thofe in England, 
that he might have lliot as many as he pleafed, had 
number been his object. There are alfo crows here 
cxadtly the fame as thofe in England, fome of which, 
as well as of the forts before mentioned, were (hot, and 
found to be very agreeable food. 

Befides thefe land fowl, they faw about the head 
(or Weft fide) of the harbour, where there are large 
flats of fand and piud, a great plenty of birds of the 
aquatic kind, moft of which are altogether unknown 
in Europe. One of the moft remarkable was black 
;ind white, much larger than a fwan, being near five 
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feet high, and in ihape fbmewhat relenibling a pe- 
lican. 

On thefc banks of fand and mud there are great 
quantities of oyfters, niufcles, cockles, and other fhell 
filh, which feem to be the principal rubfillcnce of tlie 
inhabitants, who go into flioal water with their little 
canoes, and pick them out with their hands. It was 
not obfcrv'cd that they ear any ot thefe Ihcll-fini rav/, 
nor do they always go on fliore to drels them, for 
they have frequently fires in their canoes for that 
purpole. T. hey are not, however, under the nec^-^ 
fity of fubfifting wholly upon this food, for.the b?.y 
abounds with a variety ot other fifli; fotiH.' of whicli 
they ftrike with gigs, and fome they take with hook 
and line. ' On hauling the feine, the Endeavour s 
people caught great numbers of thole fmall fifii which 
are well known in the Weft Indies i and which our 
failors call leather jackets, becaufe their fitin is re- 
markably tiiick. I'hey ftruck alfo feveral fting rays, 
of which there is great plenty in the bay. Thefe are 
of an enormous fizcj they follow the flowing tide 
into the fliallows, where there is no more than two or 
three feet water, and are there eafily ftruck. One 
of thefe great filli weighed no k fs than two hundred 
and forty pounds after his entrails were taken ontj 
and another was ftruck ftill larger, for when his entrails 
were taken out, he weighed three hundred and thirty- 
fix pounds. They tailed very much like the Eji.'-o- 
pean rays, and their vilcera had an agreeable fla- 
vour, not unlike ftewed turtle. 
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It is high water in Botany Bay, at the full and 
juhange of the moon, about ciglit o’clock, and the 
tide rifcs and falls perpendicularly between four and 
five feet. The variation of the needle (A. D. 1770) 
avas ii*-' j'Eaft. 

During captain Cook’s ftay here, he caufed die 
Englifli colours to be dilplaytd on fliore every dayj 
anil die fliip’s nairie, with the date of die year, to be 
inferibed on one of the trees near the watering place 
on the South fide of the harbour : and having com- 
jifered every purpol'e of his ftay, he fet fail from 
'Botany 'Bay on Sunday the 6th of May, at day-brealc, 
and, with the wind in his favour, fteered a Northerly 
courle at a fniall diftance from land. 

The coaft to the North of Botany Bay feems to 
be more favourable witli refpeft to affording anchor- 
age for ihipping than any part to the South of it, 
as far, at Icaft, as Point Hicks ; for at the dillance of 
only 10 minutes of latitude, or about three leagues North 
of Botany Bay, captain Cook found himfelf abreaft 
of another bay or harbour, in wliich there appeared 
to be good anchorage, and which he called Port 
Jackfon. Here the variation appeared to be 8“ 
Kart ; and a few leagues farther to the North, in la- 
titude 33® 42', lies flill another, which, from the 
broken appearance of the land by which it is formed, 
received the name of Broken Bay. The next day, 
at hoon, being in latitude 33'' 11 ' South, and longi- 
tude 1 9' Eaft of Botany Bay, at the diftance of three 
leagues from ftiore, the Northerninoft land in figh)c 
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bore North i9®Eafti and fome lands which pro- 
jefted in three bluff points, and which for that rea- 
fon were called Caps Three Points, bore South Weft, 
diftant five leagues. Having paffed a reitiarkabie 
hill which ftood a little way inland, and fomewhat 
refembled the crown of a hat, they found themfelves 
by obfervation in 32” 53 ^ South latitude, and longi- 
tude 152° Eaft. Here, at the diftance of two leagues 
from the land, which extended from North 41 ° 
Eaft to South 41° Weft, they obferved a fmall 
round rock or ifland, which lay clofe under the laj),^, 
to bear South 82“ Weft, diftant between thfee and* 
four leagues. Indeed feveral clufters of iflands ap- 
pear on the coaft in this latitude ; amongft which, 
it is probable, there may be fome good harbours. 
The land is here confiderably higher and more 
broken than it had hitherto appeared ; being at the 
fame time very Tandy and unpromifing wjth relpedt 
to fertility. 

I'he next remarkable part of the coaft, as you 
proceed North, is a low rocky point, that bears the 
name of Point Stephens, on the North fide of which 
is an inlet called Port Stephens, which appeared to 
the Endeavour’s people from the maft head to be 
Iheltcred from all winds. It lies in latitude 32° 40' 
South, and longitude 152'’ 9' Eaft. At the entrance 
are three fmall iflands, two of which arc high, and 
on the main, near the fhore, arc fome liigh roiflnd 
hills, which at a diftance alfo appear like iflands. In 
gaffing this bay, at the diftance of two or three miles 
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from the fhore, you have foundings of thirty-three to 
twenty-feven fathom ; from which it may be coii- 
jedtured, that there is a fufficient depth of water 
within it. Here, as in one or two other parts of the 
lliore to the North of Botany Bay, fmoke was feeti 
in many places, as appearing to rife from feveral 
fcattered fires within land. In latitude 32® 14^ 
South, longitude 152° 30' Eaft, the land makes in 
two hillocks, forming at the fame time a point, which 
is called Cape Hawke. This point bearing Weft, 
and diftant about eight miles, the Norihernmoft land 
in fight bears North 6° Eaft, and appears like an 
ifland ; and this latter bearing North 8“ Eaft, and 
Cape Hawke South 37® Weft, the Northernmoft 
land then in view will bear North 13° Eaft. When 
the Endeavour was in thefe bearings, her latitude 
was found by obfervation to be 32° 2' South, twelve 
miles to the Southward of that given by the log; 
which they fuppofed to be the effcdt of a current 
fetting that way ; and, at the fame time, the variation 
of the needle, taken by the morning amplitude and 
azimuth, was g'* 10' Eaft. In the run along this 
Ihore, feveral of the afternoon fmokes fit happening 
to be that time of the day) were feen at a little dif- 
tance from the beach, and one upon the top of a hill, 
which was the firft that our people had obferved 
upon elevated ground fince their arrival upon the 
coaft. 

In latitude 31° 40' are three hills lying conti- 
guous one to the other, and not far from the fca fide ; 
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tvhicl], as they bore fome refemblance to each othcrj 
have been named the Three Brothers. Thefe hills 
are .lb remarkably large and high as t 6 be feen at 
fea to the diftance of fourteen or fixteen leagues; 
and the coaft to the South of them, for about twelve 
hours rtm nearly from Cape Ilawkc, is deferibed in 
general terms as high broken land, li.iving feveral 
diftinft peaks and hills, an extenfive flat along the 
lliore covered with pretty large trees, and a fandy 
beach. When the Endeavour was in latitude 31° 
i8' South, (her longitude at the fame time being 153*^ 
of Eaft,) appearances of a currciit were again ob- 
ferved, as the latitude found by obfervation was fif- 
teen miles to the Southward of that given by tlic 
log. And in latitude 30“^ 43' South, longitude 153® 
15' Eaft, the Ihip being between three and four 
leagues from Ihore, the Northernmoft land in figlit 
bore North 13° Weft; and a point or head land, on 
which fires were leen that produced a great quantity 
of fmoke, bore Weft, diftant four leagues. To this 
point the name of Smoky Cape was given. It is of 
confiderablc height, and over the pitch of the point 
is a round hillock; within it arc two others much 
larger and higher, and within them the land is very 
low. A little to the North of Smoky Cape, (in la- 
titude 30® 31' South, longitude 153® 6',) the force 
of the current might be fuppofed* to flacken, as 
the obferved latitude was only five miles South' of 
the log, and fmoke continued to be feen in feveral 
^Tarts along the coaft, befides that which appeared 
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on Smoky Cape. But in 30® tz' the log reckoning 
siifTercd again nine miles from the true latitude found 
fry oblervation ; at which time the (hip was about 
four leagues diftant from die ihore, being in lon^tudo 
153® 21' Eaft, and fome lands near the fliore of a 
confiderable height bearing Weft. 

As you advance to the Northward from Botany 
Bay, the land gradually increafes in height j ib tliat in 
this latitude it may be called a hilly coiintty. Be- 
tween this latitude and the bay it exhibits a pleafing 
variety of ridges, hills, vallies, and plains, all 
clothed with wood of the fame appearance with riiat 
which has been partieuWly defcribed. The land 
near the Ihore is in general low and fandy, except 
the points which are rocky, and over many of thena 
are high hills, which, at their firft rifing out of die 
water, have the appearance of iftands. 

Along this Ihore, at the diftance of Ibmewhat 
more dian two leagues from die land, are Ibme fmali 
rocky iftands, tlie Southernmoft of which lies in 
■latitude 30“ to', and the Northernrnoft in 29® 58'. 
Sailing North without the Northernrnoft ifland, at the 
diftance of two miles, they found thirty-three fathom 
water when abreaft of k . After having paffed to the 
Northward of thefe iftands, with the advantage of a 
moon they fteered along the ftiore all night in the 
direction of North and North by Eafti keeping at the 
dift»ice of about three leagues from the land, and 
having from twenty to twenty-five fathom water. 
And, as foon as it was light, (continues my author,) 

having 
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having a frcfh gale, • we made all the fail we coiild, 
and at nine o’clock in* the morning, being about a 
league from the Ihore, we difcovered fmoke in many 
places, and, having recourfe to our glafles, we faw 
about twenty of the natives, who had each a large 
bundle upon his back, which we conjeftured to be 
palm leaves for covering their houfes ; we continued 
to obferve them above an hour, during which they 
walked upon the beach, and up a path that led over 
a hill of a gentle afeent, behind which we loft fight 
of tliem» Not one of them was obferved to ftop and 
look towards us, but they trudged along, to all ap- 
pearance, without the leaft emotion either of curiofity 
or furprize, though it is impoffible that they ftiould not 
have feen the fliip by a cafual glance, as they walked 
along the ftiore, and though flie muft, with refpeft to 
every other object that they had feen, have been little 
lefs ftupendous and unaccountable than a floating 
mountain with all its woods would ||jive been 
to us. 

A high point of land, which received the name of 
Cape Byron is the next confpicuous part of the coaft 
as you fail to the Northward. It lies in latitude 28° 
37' 30" South, and longitude 153“ 30' E. and may 
be known by a remarkable fharp-peaked mountain, 
with three points at the top, which iies inland, and 
bears from it North Weft by W^ft. Behind this 
peak are three other hills, and the neareft land is well 
covered with wood. From Cape Byron the land 
trends North 13® Weft. Inland it is high and hilly, 
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but low near the lea, and to the Southward of the 
cape it is alfo low and level, the coaft running ibtne 
length a ftraght white fandy beach. Steering North 
along Ihore, with a frelh gale, at the diltance of about 
five miles from the land, and in twenty fathom water, 
they fuddenly difcovered breakers ahead, direflly in 
the Ihip’s courfej and alfb on their larboard bow. 
They lie in' latitude 28 8^ South, llretcbing off £aft 
two leagues from a point of land, - under which is a 
fmall ifland. Their lituation may always be known 
by the peaked mountain which has been juft defcribed, 
and bears from them South Weft by Weft, and 
which for this reafon was named Mount Warning. 
It lies feven or eight leagues inland, in latitude 28** 
22' South. The land about it is high and hilly, but 
it is of itfelf fufficiently conlpicuous to be at once dif- 
tinguilhcd from every other objed. The point off 
which thefe Ihoals lie is called Point Danger. The 
land to the Northward of it is low, and trends North 
Weft by Weft, but foon turns again more to the 
Northward. On theft difcovering thefe breakers, 
which was about fun fet, they hauled up Eaft till 
eight o’clock, when they had run eight mUes, and in- 
creafed their depth of w^ter to forty-four fathom} 
then bringing to with the ihip’s head to the Eaft- 
ward, they lay^apon. that tack till ten, when having 
increafed ^eir feundinjgs to feventy-eight fathom, 
they, wore and lay with the Ihip’s head to the land 
till five in the morning, when they made foil, and at 
day light were greatly furpriz^d to find themfelyes 
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farther to the Southward than they had been the 
evening before, though the wind had been Southerly, 
and blown frefh all night. Here they faw the 
breakers within them again, which they pafTed at the 
diftance of one league, and the next day they had 
a proof of the continuance of the current, as, in lati- 
tude 27 ‘’46' South, they found their reckoning (the 
refult of obfervation) to be feventeen miles to the 
Southward of the log, the ftiip being at the time 
of the obfervation diftant about two leagues from 
the land, and in longitude 153® 34'. Eaft, mount 
Warning bearing South 26 Weft, diftant fourteen 
leagues, and the Northeramoft land in light bearing 
North. This land forms a point, which is diftinguilhed 
by the name of Point Look-out, and lies in the la- 
titude of 27* 6'. On the North fide of it the Ibore 
forms a wide open bay, called Moreton’s Bay, in the 
bottom of which the land is fo low that it could but 
juft be feen fro.m the topmaft head. The breakers 
lie between three or four miles from Point Look- 
out, and, at the time of the Endeavour’s pafllng them, 
a great’ fea from the Southward broke upon them 
very high. 

Cape Moreton, the North point of Moretonis Bay, 
lies in latitude 26® 56', and in lon^tude 153® 32' 
Eaft, and bore North by Weft, when the bearing of 
Pbiht Look-out was Wefterly, its diftance five or fix 
miles, and that of the breakers North Weft by Weft, 
diftance four miles. From Cape Moreton the land 
tfends a*way Weft farther than can be feen, leaving 
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& fmall fpace or deficiency of coaft, which is marked_ 
accordingly in the chart. Some on board the Endea- 
vour obferved, that the fea here feemed of a paler* 
green than ufualj and were therefore of opinion^ 
that the bottom of MOreton’s Bay opened into a 
river. On founding they haJ thirty-four fathom 
water, and a fine fandy bottom j and this alone, fays 
Captain Cook, would have produced the change that 
had been obferved in the colour of the water } it was 
by no means neceflary to fuppofe a river, in order to 
account for the land at the bottom of the bay not 
being vifible : for fuppofing the land there to be as 
low as we knew it to be in a hundred other parts of 
the coaft, it would have been impoffible to lee it from 
the ftation of the lhip» However, if any future navi- 
gator Ihould be difpofed to determine the queftion, 
whether there is or is not a river in the place, which 
the wind would not permit us to do, the fituation 
may always be found by three •hills, which lie to the 
Northward of it, in the latitude of 26*' 53' South. Thefe 
hills lie but a little way inland, and not far from each 
other : thev are remarkable for the Angular form of 
their elevation, which very much refembies a glafs- 
houfe, and, for which reafon I. called them the 
Glafs-houfes. The Northernmoft of the three is the 
higheft and largeft : there M'e alfo feveral peaked hills 
inland to the yiorthward, but they are not nearly fo 
remaricable. 

Being in the latitude of afi* 28' South, they found 
themfclvcs ten; miles xo the Nortliward of tihe log, a 
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circumftance which had never before happened upon 
this coaft. They were at the time of obfervation 
diftant between two and three leagues from the land, 
and had twenty-four fathom water: their longitude 
153® 14' Eaft, a low bluff point, which was the 
South head of a fandy bay, bearing North 62 Weft, 
diftant three leagues, and the Nothernmoft point of 
land in fight bearing North ^ Eaft. On this part of 
the coaft they had obferved fmoke in feveral places, 
and fome to a confiderable diftance inland. 

When you arrive at latitude 25® 58', longitude 153“ 
12' Eaft, you find a point, the land within which 
is of a moderate and equal height, but the point itfelf 
is fo unequal, that it looks like two fmall iflands lying 
under the land, for which reafon Captain Cook gave 
it the name of Double Ifland Point: it may alfo be 
known by the white cliffs on the North fide of it. 
Here the land trends to the North Weft, and forms 
a large open bay, the’ bottom of which is fb Iowa flat 
that from the deck it cdbld fcarcely be feen. In crolT- 
ing this bay the depth of water was from thirty to 
twenty-two fathom, with a white fandy bottom. When 
the fhip was in the ftation of latitude 25*34' South, lon- 
gitude 153® 1 5 '.Eaft, and diftant about three leagues 
from the fhore. Double Ifland Point bore South Weft, 
and the Noithernmoft land in fight North Eaft. 
Hereabouts the land appeared to rife perpendicular, 
of an unequal height, and looked like a wall along 
the coaft, without having any break, which pre- 
veaUd the back land frdm being feen, and it was 
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covered with great patches of white fand, interiperfed 
with ftinted Ihrubs. In general it is deferibed as 
more barren than any hitherto feen, and the foil more 
Tandy. By the affiftance of glalTes it could be dif- 
covered, that the fands, lying in patches of many acres, 
were moveable, and that fome of them had not been 
long in the place which they pofleffed ; for in feveral 
parts trees were feen half buried, the tops of which 
appeared ftill gi cen, and in others the naked trunks 
of fuch as the fand liad furrounded long enough to 
deftroy. In other places the woods feemed to be 
low and flirubby, and no figns whatfoever of inha- 
bitants were obferved on this inhofpitable ftiore. This, 
however, was not long the cafe j for upon a black 
blulfhead or point of land, dying in latitude 25*^ j' 
South, wliich the Endeavour palTed at the diftance of 
four miles, having feventeen fathom water when 
abreaft of it, they perceived a great number of the 
natives aflembled, and from this circumftance it re- 
ceived the name of Indian Head. About four miles 
North by Weft of this head is another very like it, 
from whence the land trends away fomewhat more to 
the Weftward : next to the fea it is low and Tandy, 
and behind it nothing was to be feen even from the 
niaft-head. 

Near Indiai\ Head, alfo, nnorc of the natives were 
feen, and upon the neighbouring Ihore fires by night, 
and fmoke by day. From this head the land trends 
away nearly North Weft, and ends in a point, froin 
which a reef; or ftioal runs out a confiderable way to 
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the Northward, or ^-athcr in the direftion of North 
North Weft and South South Eaft. The point itfelf 
was named Sandy Cape, from two very large patches of 
white fand that lie upon it. It is fufficiently high to 
be fecn at the diftance of twelve leagues in clear wea- 
ther, and lies in latitude 24* 45', and longitude 153" 
9' Eaft. The land trends from it South Weft as far as 
can be fepn. 

As to the ftioal, it forms a very confpicuous fea 
mark to thpfe who cOaft along this fhore. The par- 
ticulars by which captain Cook diftinguifties it are as 
follows, collefted from the circumftances of his 
courfe. 

We edged away, fays he, North Weft and North 
North Weft, ak>ng the Eaft fide of the Ihoalfrom two tq 
one mile diftant, haying all the while regular found- 
ings from thirteen to fevcn fathom, with a fine fandy 
bottom. At noon our latitude by obfervation was 
24® 26', which was thirteen miles tq the Northward 
of the log} and we judged the extreme point of the 
, ftioal to bear from us about North Weft, and Sandy 
Cape Souths Weft,' diftant twenty miles. We kept 
along the Eaft fide of the fhoal till two in the after- 
noon, when, judging that there was a fufficient depth 
pf water upon it to allow paflage for the Ihip, I fent 
the. bo^t ^ea?i to" found, and upon her making the 
fignal for more than five fathom we hauled our wind, 
and ftood oVer the tail of it in fix fathom. At this 
time we were in latitude 24® 22', and Sandy Cape 
hdftSputh^ Eaft, diftant eight leagues. It is re- 
markable 
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markable that when on board the ftiip we had fix 
fathom, the boat, which was fcarcely a quarter of a 
mile to the Southward, had little more than five; and 
that immediately after fix fathom we had thirteen, and 
then twenty, as fad as tlie man could cad the lead : 
from thefe circumdanccs I conjeftured that the Wed 
fide of the dioal was deep. This Ihoal, adds he, I 
called the Break*Sea Spit, becaufe we had now fmooth 
water, and to the ' fouthward of it we had always a 
high fea from the South Ead, , 

When the diip was in latitude 24® 28' South, dif- 
tant (even leagues from the Ihore, they found them* 
felves in only thirteen fathom water ; the land extend* 
ing from South by Wed to Wed North Wed. For 
a few days pad, fays the Journalid, we had feen le- 
veral of the fea birds balled boobies, not having met 
with any of them before. Lad night a fmall dock of 
them paired the fhip, and went away to the North 
Wed, and in the morning, from about half an hour 
before fun rife to half an hour after, Rights of thcpt 
were continually coming from the North North Wcd^ 
and flying to the South South Ead j nor was one of 
them feen to fly in any other dim^ion. We there- 
fore conjeftured that there was a lagoon, river, or 
inlet of lhallow water in the bottom of the deep bay, 
to the Southward of us, whither, thole birdarelbrtedto 
feed in the day, and tliat not far to this Northward 
there were fotne ifiands to which they repaired in the 
night. 
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It may not be amifs to give a fhort defcription of 
thefe fowl, in the words of captain Dampier. 

The booby, fays Dampier, is a water fowl, fome- 
what lefs than a hen, of a light greyiih colour. It has 
feet flat like thofe of a duck, and a ftrong bill, larger 
and bigger than a crow’s, and broader at the end. It 
is a yeiy 'Ample creature, and will hardly go out of 
a man’s way. His account of fbme particularities of 
thefe birds with regard to their manner of living in the 
neighbourhood of the men-of-war birds, numbers of 
.which were feen on this coaft alfo, as they are ge- 
nerally obferved to keep company with the former, is 
conceived in curious terms, and may therefore be 
amufing to the reader. They do not live, fays he, 
promifcuoufly one among another, but each fort within 
their own precindtsj where they are fo thick fettled, 
and lb tame, fpeaking of the boobies in particular, 
that a man cannot pafs through their quarters without 
coming within reach of their bills, with which they 
condnually pecked at us. , I took notice that they fat 
in pairs, and therefore at firll thought them to be 
cock and hen’} but upon ftriking at them one flew 
away from each place, and that which was left behind 
feemed as malicious as the other that was gone. I 
admired the boldnefs of thofe that did not fly away, 
and ufed fome violence to force them, but in vain; for, 
indeed, thefe were young ones, and had not yet learned 
-the ufeof their wings, though they were as big Snd 
as well feathered as their dams, only their feathers 

were 
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were fomething whiter and freflier. I took notice 
that an old one, either the cock or hen, always fat 
with the young to fecure them; forotherwife thefe 
fowls would prey on each other, the ftrong on the 
weak ; at leaft thofe of a different kind would make 
bold with their neighbours. The men-of-war birds, 
as well as the boobies, left guardians to the young 
when they went off to fea, left they ihould be ftarved 
by their neighbours ; for there were a great many old 
and lame men-of-war birds, that could not fly off to 
fea to feek their own food. Thefe did not inhabit 
amongft their conforts, but were either expelled the 
community, or elfe chofe to lie out at Ibme diftance 
from the reft; and that not all together, but fcattcring 
here and there, where they could rob fecureft. I faw 
near twenty of them thus fecluded, which would 
fometimes fally into the neighbouring camp to feek 
for booty, but foon retreated again, whether they got 
any thing or nothing. If one of theft: lame birds 
found a young booby not guarded, it prefcntly gave 
him a good poult on the back with his bill to make 
him dil'gorge j which they (the boobies) will do with 
one ftroke, and, it may be, caft up a fiffi as big as a 
man’s wrift. This the other fwaUows in a trice, and 
marches off to look out foe another prize. The 
found rnen-of-war jitfill fometimes ferve the old boobies 
fo off at fea. I have feen a man-of-War fly direftly 
at a booby, and give it one blow, which has caufed it 
to caft up a large fi(h, and the mah-of-war, flying di> 
redly down after it, has taken it in the air before it 

has 
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has reached the water. The origin and fignificancy 
of the names given by our feamen to thefe birds, ap- 
pears fuffi'cicntly plain from this account of them. 

To return to the coaft of New South Wales ; the 
deep bay before mentioned lying to the Weft of Break- 
Sea Spit, was diftinguilhed by die name of Hervey’s 
Bay, in honour of captain Hervey. The bottom of this 
bay could not be feen ; but, to the Weft of it, the land 
foon becomes vifible, extending a great way, and 
forming a curve. It was very flat and low near the 
fea, but within there are feme lofty hills, all thickly 
cloathed with wood. Edging in near the ftiore to the 
diftance of two miles or^Jefs, they found from leven 
to eleven or twelve fathom water, and then fteered 
North North Weft, as the land lay, continuing at the 
fame diftance, and with the fame depth of water, till 
abreaft of the South point of a large open road or bay, 
in which it was intended to anchor. 

During this courfc, they difeovered, by the alHftance 
of glafles, that the land was covered with palm nut 
trees : they perceived allb two men walking along the 
ftiore, who did not condefeend to take the leaft notice 
of the ftiip. Having entered the bay, they came 
to an anchor in five fathom water, with a fine Wdy 
bottom } the South point of the bay bearing Eaft 
South, diftant two miles, the ffqrth point North 
Weft i North, and about the lame diftsnee ftbm the 
Oiore. , 

Captain Cook’s deferiptibn of this bay, and the 
^CQuntry that lies round it, is as folloi^s. I went alhore 

with 



NEW HOLLAND. 


123 

with a party of rnen io order to examine the coun- 
try, accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, the 
other gentlemen, and Tupia, The wind blew frelh, 
and we found it lb coM, that, being at Ibme diftance 
from the Ihore, we took our cloaks as a neceflary 
equipment. [It is to be obferved that the winter in 
the Southern hemifphere was now approaching faft, as 
file 23d of May, the day of this landing, correlponds 
with our 23d of November. We landed a little 
within the South point of the bay, where we found a 
channel leading into a large lagoon : this channel [ 
proceeded to examine, and found three fathom water 
till I got a mile up it, where I met with a Ihoal upon 
which there was little more than one fathom; but, 
having palTed over it, I had three fathom again. The 
entrance of this channel lies dole to the South point 
of the bay, being formed by the . Ihore on the Eaft, 
and on the Weft by a large fpit z it is about a quarter 
^of a mile broad, and lies in South by Weft. In this 
place there is room for a few Ihipst to lie in great 
fecurity, and a finall ftream of frelh water ; I would 
have rowed into the lagoon. But was prevented by 
ftiallows. We found feveral bogs and fwamps of fait 
water j upon which, and by the fides of the lagoon, 
grows the true mangrove, fuch as is found in the Weft 
Indies, and the firft of the kind that we had met with. 
In the ^branches of thefe mangroves there were many 
nefts of a remarkable kind of ant, that was as green 
as grals: when the . branches were difturbed, they 
pame oqt in gre^t numbers,, and {mniihed the offender 



by a much fliarper bite than ever we had felt from 
the fame kind of animal before. Upon thefc man- 
groves alfo wc faw fmall green caterpillars in great 
numbers ; their bodies were thickfe't with hair, and 
they were ranged upon the leaves fide by fide, like a 
file of foldiers, to the number of twenty or thirty to- 
gether : when we touched them, we found that the 
hair on their bodies had the quality of a nettle, and 
gave us a much more acute though lefs durable 
pain. 

The country here is manifeftly worfe than about 
Botany Bay : the foil is dry and fandy, but the fides 
of the hills are covered«with trees which grow fepa- 
rately without underwood. We found here the tree 
that yields a gum like the fanguis draconis-, but it is 
fomewhat different from the trees of the fame kind 
which we had feen before ; for the leaves arc longer, 
and hang down like thofe of the weeping willow. 
We found allb .much lefs gum upon th«*m, which 
is contrary to the eftablilhed opinion, that the hotter 
the climate the more gums exude 'j and upon a 
plant which yielded a yellow gum, there was lels 
than upon the fame kind of plant in Botany Bay. 
Among the Ikoals and fand banks we faw many 
large birds, fome in particular of the fame kind 
that we had feen in Botany Bay, <>much bi^er than 
fwans, which we judged to be pelicans 5 bqt they 
were fo Ihy that we couldj not get within gunfliot of 
them. Upon the Ihore we faW a ^ecies of the buf- 
tard, one of which we fliot ; it was as large as a tur- 
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key, and weighed feventeen pounds and a half. We 
all agreed that this was the beft bird we had eaten 
fince we left England ; and, in honour of it, we called 
this inlet Buftard Bay. It lies in latitude 14* 4' South, 
and longitude 151" Eaft. The fca feemed to 
abound with' fifti, but unhappily we tore our feine 
all to pieces at the firft haul [and therefore caught 
none ; for though great Ihoals of them were ieen in 
the bay, they would not take the bait). Upon the 
mud banks, under the mangroves, we found innume- 
rable oyfters of various kinds; among others, the 
hammer oyfter, and a large proportion of fmall pearl 
oyfters. If in deeper watcr^ there is equal plenty of 
fuch oyfters at their full growth, a pearl fifhery 
might certainly be eftablifhed here to very great ad- 
vantage. 

I’he people who were left on board the fhip, faid, 
that while we were in the woods, about twenty of the 
natives came down to the beach abreaft of her, and hav- 
ing looked at her fome time, went away ; but we that 
were aftiore, though we faw fmoke in many places, 
faw no people. The fmoke was at places too diftant 
for us to get to them by land, except one, to which 
we repaired. We found ten fmall fires ftill burning, 
within a few pices of each other, but the people were 
gone : we faw near them feveral veffels of bark, which 
we fuppofed to have contained water, and Ibme fliells 
and filh bones, the remains of a recent meal. We 
faw alfo lying upon the ground feveral pieces of foft 
bark, about the length and breadth of a man, which 


we 



li6 H I S f O R Y O 

\te imagined might be their beds ;• and, on the wind- 
ward fide of the fires, a fmall lhade, about a foot and 
a half high, , of the fame fubftance. The whole was 
in a thicket of clofe trees, which afforded good Ihelter 
from the wind. The place feCmcd to be much trod- 
den ; and, as we faw no houle, nor any remains of a 
houle, we were inclined to believe, that, as thefe people 
had no cloaths, they had no dwelling, but fpent their 
nights, among the other commoners of nature, in the 
open air } and Tupia himfelf, with an air of fuperiority 
and compaffion, fhook his head, and faid that they 
were 1' aata Enos, * poor wretches.’ 

I meafured the perpendicular height of the laft tide, 
and found it to be eight feet above low-water mark, 
and from the time oT low water this day, I found th.-^t 
it muft be high water, at the full and change of the 
moon, at eight o’clock. 

In addition to this Ihort account of Buftard Bay by 
captain Cook, who lay at anchor there only one night, 
very little worthy of note can be extrafted from the 
other deferiptions of the place. The country is re- 
prelented in the lame manner with that about Botany 
Bay, as producing a great variety of plants ; one of 
which bore a fruit like a fmall crab apple, having a 
large ftone in it j and another was the palmetto, or 
pandanus teSorius, the leaves of which, when plucked 
and dried, are ufed in thatching* their fmall huts by 
the inhabitants of the South Sea IQands. The dung 
\ alfo ot a quadruped, that fed upon grafs, was found 
here. Whatever rifing grounds were feen from the 
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bay, appeared veiy barren, having nothing upon 
them but a few diminutive ihrtibs } a large trad^ 
however, of low and flat land was in fight, which had 
feveral lagoons in it, was covered with fmall wood, 
and bore Ibme of the fame kind of plants that grow on 
the Ifland of Otaheite and in the Ealt Indies. 

In Handing out of Buftard Bay, the foundings were 
from five to fifteen fathom, and when the Endeavour 
was abreaft of the North head of the bay (at which 
time they had their greateft depth of water), they dif- 
covered breakers itretching out frcmi it to North 
North Eaft, between two and three miles, with a 
rock or two at the outermoft point of them, juft 
above water. In paffing without thefe rocks, at the 
diftance of hdf a mile, they found from fifteen to 
twenty fathom water, and when they arrived in' 
latitude 23“ 52' South, and lon^tude 151“ 23' Eaft, 
they obfcrved the North point of Buftard Bay, 
diftant ten miles, to bear South 62 Eaft, and the 
Northernmoft land in %ht. North 60 Weft, at 
which time their diftance from the ncareft fhorfe 
was fix miles, and their foundings fourteen fathom 
water. 

DiredUy under the tropic of Capricorn tliey were 
abreaft of a ixiint of land, which from its fituation, 
they named Cape Capricorn, being at the fame time 
diftant from it about one mile, and in.foutteen fathom 
watcT-. This lies in 151*^ 2' Eaft longitude: 
it is of a confiderable height, looks white and 
barren, and may be known by fbme illands which lie 
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to the North Weft of it, and fome fmall rocks at the 
diftance of about a league South Eaft. On the Weft 
fide of the cape there appeared to be a lagoon, and 
on the two ipits, which formed the entrance into it, 
were feen an incredible number of the large birds 
that refemble a pelican. The Northernmoft land now 
in fight bore from Cape Capricorn North -24 Weft, 
and appeared to be an ifland; but the main land 
trended Weft by North ^ North, which courfe the 
Endeavour held, having from fifteen to fix fathom, 
and from fix to nine, with ' a hard Tandy bottom. 
Being in latitude 13** 21', at the diftance of about 
four miles from the main, they found Cape Capricorn 
to bear South 60 Eaft, diftant two leagues, and a 
fmall ifland. North by Eaft, twp miles : in this fitu- 
ation they had foundings of nine fathom. The land 
here neareft to the Tea Ihore is low and Tandy, except 
the points, which arc rocky and high. Indeed, the 
coaft is, defcribed as little- elfe tlian fand and rocks, 
appearing very deiblate, and parcelled out into fevcral 
iflands and ragged points. The country inland, too, 
is hilly, and by no means of a pleafing afpeA. From 
this ftation they made a run of four hours to the 
North Weft, and foon afterwards came to anchor in 
twelve fathom water, in a fort of bay or inlet, formed 
by the turning of the land, which may pofllbly be the 
mouth of fome river, as they perceived the appearance 
of an opening in the land, and found a confidft^ble 
tide flowing into it. 

Here they rode at anchor for die night, having 

> the 
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the rtiain land and' iflands in a manner all round 
them, and Cape Capricorn bearing South 54 Eaft, 
diftant four leagues. They found the tide to rife aftd 
fall near Icven feet, and the flood to fet to the Weft- 
ward and the ebb to the Eaftward, which is juft con- 
trary to what they obferved when at anchor to the 
Eaftward of Buftard Bay. 

The next morning they weighed, and, ftanding 
away to the North Weft, found themfelves amongft 
a clufter of iflands. They fteered between the outcr- 
moft range of them and the main, leaving at the fame 
time feveral fmall iflands between the main and the 
Ihip which they paflfed at a very little diftance, with 
irregular foundings from twelve to four fathom. 
In latitude 23** 7' South,, they were diftant about 
three miles frbm the. main, and nearly the fame from 
the outmoft iflands j and here they obferved the 
main land to be high, and mountainous. The 
iflands which lie off it are alfb moft of them high and 
of a fmall circuit, having the appearance rather of 
barrennefs than fertility. From this pofltion of the 
Blip fmoke was feen at a confiderable diftance inland, 
and therefore it w^s conjeftured that there might be 
a lagoon, river, or inlet, running up the country, 
and the rather as they had already paflfed two places 
which had the 'appearance of being fuchj .but the 
depth of water ih this paifl^e, which Ihortly after- 
wards decreafed to three fathom, was too litde to 
give encouragement for venturing where there was a 
probability of having ftUl iefs. The water foiling 

K to 
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to fixtccn feet, which was not two feet more than the 
fliip drew, they dropped anchor, the matter being 
,fent forward in the mean time to found a channel, 
which lay to the North, between the Northernmoft 
ittand and the main. 

While this was doing, and the Ihip riding at anchor, 
fbme of the gentlemen tried to fillr from the cabin win- 
dows with hook and line. The water was too (hallow 
for filh, but the ground was almoft covered with crabs, 
which readily took the bait, and fometimes held it fo 
faft in their claws, that they did not quit hold until 
they were confiderably above water. Thefe crabs were 
of two forts, and both of them fuch as our voyagers 
had never feen before. One of them was adorned 
with the finett blue that can be imagined, in every 
refpeft equal to the ultramarine, with which all his 
claws and every joint was deeply tinged ; the under 
part ' of him was white, and fo exquifitely poliftied 
that in colour and brightnefs it exadly refembled 
the white of old china. The other was alfo marked 
with the ultramarine upon his joints and his 
toes, but fomewhat more fparingly, and his back 
w^ marked with three brown fpots, which had a 
lingular appearance. The people who had been out 
with the boat to found, reported at their return, that, 
upon anifland where two fires had been obferved from 
the Ihip, they had feen feveral of the” inhabitants of the 
fame fort as thofe before deferibed,, who called to 
them, and feemed very defirous that they Ihould 
land. They reported, at the fame time, tliat the 

channel 
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channel which they were fent to examine, though 
broad, was fo ihallow as to afford only a depth of two 
fathom and a half in many places. This obliged 
the captain, having a favourable wind for that pur- 
pofe, to ftretch three or four miles back, by the 
fame way that he had come, and to find a paffage to 
the North Eaft, through a found or ftrait, between 
two iflands, into the open fea : in the found the tide 
was obferved to fall thirteen feet. 

Being now in the open fea, they failed North, as 
the land lay, and when they were in latitude aa® 53', 
at the diftance of two leagues from the main, they 
found the Northernmoft point of land in fight to bear 
North North Weft, diftant ten miles. This point 
received the name of Cape Manifold, from the num- 
ber of high hills which appeared over it. It lies in la- 
titude 22® 43' South, and is diftant from Cape Capri- 
corn about feventeen leagues in the direftion of North 
26 Weft. Between thefe capes the Ihore forms a 
large bay, which is called Keppel’s Bay, and the 
iflands before mentioned are alfo diftinguifhed by the 
name of Keppel’s Iflands. 

In Keppel’s Bay there is good anchorage, but what 
refrefhments it may afford is not known. No fifh was 
caught, though the fhip lay at anchor j but probably 
there is frelh water in fcvcral places, as both the 
iflands and the main are certainly inhabited, for 
people were feen upon the iflands, and fmoke and 
fires upon the main. 

The land from Cape Manifold trends North Noith 

K 2 Wefti 
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Weft; that which compofes the cape itfelf is high,' 
rifing in hills direftly from the fea, and may be 
known by three iflands which lie off it, one of them 
near the ftiore, the other two eight miles out at fea. 
One of thefe latter iflands is low and flat, and the 
other high and round. 

Something to the North of Cape Manifold lies 
another point of land which bears the name of 
Cape Townfhend. It lies in latitude 22® 15', and 
longitude 150® 17'; the land is high and level, 
and rather naked than woody. Several iflands 
lie to the Northward of it, at the diftance of four 
or five miles out at fea, and three or four leagues 
to the South Eaft. The fhore forms a bay, in 
the bottom of which there appeared to be an inlet or 
harbouri 

To the Weftward of Cape Townfhend, the land 
trends South Weft -J- South, and there forms a very 
large bay, .which turns to the Eaft ward, and probably 
communicates with the inlet, making the land of the 
cape an ifland. A great number of iflands lie fcattered 
in this large bay, which is diftinguiihed in the chart 
by the name of Shoal Water Bay, and extend out to 
fea as far as the eye can difeern even from the maft 
head: thefe iflands vary from each other both in 
height and circuit} fome of them being high, others 
low, fome exceedingly broken, and niere barren rocks, 
others well cloathed } fo that, *although they are wery 
^numerous, no two of them are alike. ^ In this bay the 
^Endeavour, falling fuddenly into the neighbourhood of 

fhoal 
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ihoal water, (the foundings having decreafed from 
fourteen and feventeen fathoms to three fathoms and a 
quarter,) was obliged immediately to drop an anchor, 
which brought her up, with all her fails ftanding, rn 
four fathom, over a coarfe fandy bottom. Here they 
found themfelves in the centre of innumerable fmall 
iflands, rocks, and fhoals, part of which lay between 
them and the main, and many of a larger extent with- 
out them. In this Atuation their latitude was by ob- 
fervation 22“ 8' South, Cape Townfliend bearing Eaft 
16° South, diftant thirteen miles, and the Weftern- 
moft part of the main in fight Weft North, and a 
ftrong ripling tide was obferved to fet to the North 
Weft by Weft j Weft, the force of which had car- 
ried them fo fuddenly upon the fhoal. A Ihort time 
after, however, having founded round the fliip, and 
found that there was water fufficient to carry her over 
the fnoal, they weighed, and made fail to the Weft- 
ward as the land lay, having previoufly font a boat 
ahead to found i and, after a few hours fail, anchored 
in ten fatliom water, with a fandy bottom, at about 
two miles diftance from the main, the Wefternmoft 
part of which bore Weft North Weft, and a great 
number of iflands being ftill in fight, a long way out 
to fea. Here obferving an inlet that bore Weft, at the 
diftance of about a league, captain Cook determined 
to enter it with the Ibig, if it fhould be found to af- 
ford proper anchorage, his intention being to wait a 
few days till the moon ftiould increafe, and in the mean 
time to examine the country. For this purpofe, he fent 
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the mafter with two boats to found the entrance of the 
inlet, which he afterwards calls Thirfly Sound, and 
having found it favourable to his intention, he carried 
the fhip in, and Ihorily after landed on the main. 

This being captain Cook’s third landing on tlie 
coaft of New South Wales, fliall be made the fub- 
jeft of the following chapter; and the defcription of 
the country about Thirfty Sound given nearly in his 
own words. 


CHAP. 
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Dejcription of Thirfly Sound. — Range from thende 
Northward i^-Captain Cook lands a fourth ‘Time-— 
Enters Endeavour Dangers in approaching 

that Harhour^ 

A S foon as the fhip could be got under fail, the 
boats made fignal for anchorage, upon which, 
fays captain Cook, we ftood in and anchored in five 
fathom water, about a league within the entrance of 
the inlet i which, as I obferved a tide to flow and ebb 
confiderably, [falling twelve feet in fix hours,] I 
judged to be a river that ran up the country to a con- 
fiderable diftance. In this place I had thoughts of 
laying the fhip afiiore, and cleaning her bottom j I 
therefore landed with the mafter, in fearch of a con- 
venient place for that purpofe, and was accompanied 
by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander. 

We found walking here exceedingly troublefome, 
for the ground was covered with a kind of grafs, the 
feeds of which were very fharp and bearded back- 
wards, fo that whenever they ftuck into our cloaths, 
which indeed was at every ftep, they worked for- 
wards, by means of the beard, till they got at the 
flefh ; and, at the fame time, we were furrounded by 
a eloud of mofquitos, which inceflantly tormented us 
with their flings. We foon met with feveral places 
where the fhip might' conveniently be laid aihore> 

K 4 but. 
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but, to our great difappointment, we could find no 
frelh water. We proceeded, however, up the 
country, where we found gum trees, like thofe that 
we had fcen before, and obferved that here alfo the 
gum was in very fmall quantities. Upon the branches 
of thefe trees and fome others we found ants nefts, 
made of clay, as big as a bufljel, fomething like thofe 
deferibed in Sir Han Sloane’s Natural Hiftory of 
Jamaica, vol. II. p. 221, tab. 258, but not fo fmooth. 
The ants wiiich inhabited thefe nefts were fmall, 
and their bodies white j but upon another fpecies of 
the tree we found a fmall black ant, which perforated 
all the twigs, and having worked out the pith, 
occupied the pipe which had contained it; yet the 
parts in which thefe infefts had thus formed a lodge- 
ment, and in which they fwarmed in amazing 
number?, bore leaves and flowers, and appeared to 
be in as flourifliing a ftate as thofe that were found.. 
We found alfo an incredible nvimber of butterflies, fo 
that for the fpacc of three or four acres the air was fb 
ciowded with them, that millions were to be feen in 
every diretftion, at the fame time that every branch 
and twig was covered with’ others that were hot upon 
the wing. We found here alfo a fmall filh of a Angu- 
lar kind it w'as about the fize of a minnow, and had 
. two very ftrong breaft fins ; we found it in places that 
were quire dry, where we' fuppofed it might have been 
left by the tide; but it did not feem to have beco'me 
languid by the want of water, for upon our approach 
it leaped away by the help of the breaft fins, as nim- 
bly 
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bly as a frog : neither, indeed, did it feem to prefer 
water to land j for when we found it in the water, it 
frequently leaped out, and purfued its way upon dry 
ground ; we allb oblcrved that when it was in places 
where fmall ftones were Handing above the furface 
of the water at a little diftance from each other, it 
chofe rather to leap from ftone to ftone than to pals 
through the water, and we faw feveral of them pals 
entirely over puddles in this manner, till they came to 
dry ground, and then leap away. 

In the afternoon we renewed our fearch after frelh 
water, ^but without fuccefs} and therefore I deter- 
mined to make my ftay here but Ihort; however, 
having obferved from an eminence that the inlet pe- 
netrated a confidcrable way into the country, I deter- 
mined io trace it in the morning. 

At funrife I went alhore, and, climbing a con- 
fiderable hill, I took a view of the coaft and the 
iflands that lie off it, with their bearings, having an 
azimuth compafs with me for that purpole: but I 
obferved that the needle dilfered very confiderably 
in its pofition, even to thirty degrees, in fome places 
more, in others lefs j and once I found it differ from 
itfelf no lefs tlian -two points in the diftance of four- 
teen feet. I took up Ibme of the loofe ftohes that 
lay upon the ground, and applied them to the needle'} 
but they produced no effeft, and I therefore conclud- 
pd tiiat there was iron ore in the hills, of which 1 
had remarked other indications both here and in, the 
neighbouring parts. After 1 had made my obferva- 
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tions upon the hill, I proceeded with Dr. Solanderup 
the inlet : I fet out with the firfl: of the flood, and 
long befott high water I had advanced above eight 
leagues. Its breadth thus far was from two to fire 
miles, upon a South Weft by Weft diredlion but 
here it opened every way and formed a large lake, 
which to the North Weft communicated with the fea, 
and I not only faw the fca in this direction, but found 
the tide of flood coming ftrongly in .from that point. 
I alfo obferved an arm of this lake extending to the 
Eaftward, and it is not improbable that it may com- 
municate with the fea in the bottom of the bay 
which lies to the Weftward of Cape Townfhend. 
On the South fide of the lake i? a ridge of high hills, 
which I was very defirous to climbj but it being high 
water, and the day far fpent, I was afraid of being 
bewildered among the ftioals in the night, cfpecially 
as the weather was dark and rainy j and therefore I 
made the beft of my way to the lltip. In this excur- 
fion I faw only two people, and they were at a dif- 
tance : they followed the boat along the Ihore a good 
way ; but the tide running ftrongly in my favour, I 
could not prudently wait for them. I faw, how- 
ever, feveral fires in one direftion, and fmoke in ano- 
ther. While I was tracing the inlet with Dr. So- 
lander, Mr. Banks was endeavouring to penetrate 
into the country, where feveral of the people,, who 
had leave to go alhore, were alfo rambling about. 
Mr Banks and his party found their courfe obflrud- 
ed by a fwamp covered with mangroves, which, 

however. 
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however, they rcfolved to pafs: the mud was almoft 
knee deep, yet they refolutcly went onj but, before 
tliey got half way, they repented of their undertaking: 
the bottom was covered with branches of trees inter* 
woven with each other; fometinies they kept their 
footing upon them, Ibmetimes their feet flipped 
througlij and fonietimes they were fo entangled 
among them, that they were forced to free them- 
felves hy groping in the mud and flime with their 
hands. In about an hour, however, they eroded it, 
and judged it might be a quarter of a mile over. 
After a Ihort walk, they came up to a place where 
there had been four fmall fires, and near them fome 
(hells and bones of fifh that had been roafted. They 
found allb heaps of grafs laid together, where four or 
five people appeared to have flept. The fecond 
lieutenant, Mr. Gore, who was at another place, faw 
a little water lying in the bottom ' of a gully, and near 
it the track of a large animal; fome buftards were allb 
lecn, but none of them (liot, nor any other bird, ex- 
cept a few of the beautiful loriquets which we had feen 
in Botany Bay. Mr. Gore and one of the midlhip- 
mcn, who were in different places, faid that they heard 
the voices of Indians near them, but had feen none. 
The country in general appeared fandy and barren, 
and, being deftitute of frefh water, it cannot be fup- 
pofed to have any fettled inhabitants. The deep 
gullies which were worn by torrents from the hills, 
prove that at certain fealbus the rains here are very 
fopious and heavy. 


The 
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The inlet in which the (hip lay I called Thirfty 
Sound, becaufe it afforded us no frefh water. [The 
mouth of it forms a bay which is open to the North, 
is very large and deep, and capable of containing a 
navy at anchor.] It lies in latitude 22° 10' South, 
and longitude 149° 42' Eaft, and may be known by 
a group of fmall iflands lying under the fliore, from 
two to five leagues difiant, in the direction of North 
Weft i and by another group of iflands that lie right 
before it between three and four leagues out at lea 
[thirty of which we had in view at once from a hill, 
at the entrance into the bay]. Over each of the 
points that form the entrance is a high round hill, 
which on the North Weft is a peninfula that at high 
water is furrounded by the fea : they are bold to both 
the fhores, and the diftance between them is about 
two miles. [One part of the fhore feemcd to be 
quite a rock, coinpofed of broken-ftones cemented to- 
gether with mud.] In Thirfly Sound there is good 
anchorage in feven, fix, five, and four fathom, and 
places very convenient for laying a fliip down, where 
at fpring tides tlie water does not rife lefs than fixteen 
or eighteen feet. The tide flows at the full and 
change of the moon, about eleven o’clock. 

The country about the bay is but indifferently 
clothed } the trees are fmall, and the foil on the hills 
is very ftrong, and the ground bare of grafs qjider 
the trees. There were many of them yam trees, and 
appeared the greater part of them to have been 
ftripped of the bark. No four-footed animals were 

feen 
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leen on Ihore, and the footfteps only of one were 
found, which had a cloven hoof. On our firft view 
of this coaft, we conceived the moft pleafing hopes j 
but, on a nearer examination of it, found ourfelves 
confiderably difappointed. 

I have already obferved that here is no frefti 
water, nor could we procure refrelhment of any 
other' kind : we faw two turtles, but were not able to 
take cither of them ; nor did we catch either fifli or 
wild fowl, except a few fmall land birds. We faw 
indeed the fame fprts of water fowl .as in Botany 
Bay, but they were fo fliy that we could not get a 
fliot at them. 

Having therefore not a lingle inducement to re- 
main any longer in fuch an unfavourable ftation, 
captain Cook weighed anchor and put to fea, ftand- 
ing to the North Weft, without the group of iilands 
before mentioned, that lie in fhore to the North Weft 
of Thirfty Sound ; but having at the fame time a 
great number of iflands without the Ihip’s courfe, 
extending as far as could be feen out to fea. During^ 
this run, the depth of water was ten, eight, and nine 
fathom. In latitude ,ai® 53' South, the bearings of 
the coaft were as follows : the Weft point of Thirfty 
Sound, which is called Pier Head, bore South 36* 
Eaft, diftant five leagues ; the Eaft point of the 
other inlet which communicates with it, and which is 
called Broad Sound, bore South by Weft, diftant 
two leagues j the group "of iflands lying between the 
(hip’s ftation and the Pier Head, and the fartheft 

part 



I4Z HISTORYOF 

part of the main in fight on the North fide of Broad 
Sound bearing North Weft. Shortly afterwards fall- 
ing into fhoal water, they were obliged to drop an- 
chor once mofe, at which time they obferved Pier 
Head, the North Weft point of Thirfty Sound, to 
bear South Eaft diftant fix leagues, the Ihip being 
half way between the iflands which lie off the Eaft 
point of Broad Sound, and three other fmall iflands 
that lie direftly without them. Here they found 
the flood to fet to the North Weft by Weft i Weft, 
and, having founded about the fho.al, over which' they 
lay at anchor in three fathom, and found deep water 
all round it, they weighed and ftood to the North 
Weft, with the main land in view, and a number of 
iflands lying on every fide, fome out to fea as far as 
the eye could reach. The inlet diftinguiftied by the 
name of Broad Sound they had now all open ; at 
the entrance, it is at Icaft nine or ten leagues .wide; 
in it and before it lie feveral iflands, and probably 
llioals alfo, for the foundings here were very irregu- 
lar, varying fuddenly from ten to four fathom. 
When the fhip arrived in latitude ai® 29' South, a 
point of land which forms the North Weft entrance 
into Broad Sound, and is named Cape Palmerfton, (lying 
in latitude 21® 30^, and longitude 149® 6 ' Eaft,) 
bore Weft by North, diftant three leagues. Between 
titis cape and Cape Townfltend lies the bay which is 
called the Bay of Inlets, and comprehends it: its 
extent the feveral openings which have been de- 
feribed under the names of Shoal Water Bay, Thirfty 

Sound, 
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Sound, and Broad Sound. From iCapc Palmerfton 
tlic land trends to the North Weft and North Weft 
by North i and when they had proceeded a little to the 
North of that cape, and caft anchor in eleven fathom 
with a landy bottom, they found the tide ebbing flowly 
to the Weftward, which, when it turned and came 
to the full, was perceived to rife eleven feet. They 
remarked this change in the diredtion of the flood, be- 
caufe the preceding day, and feveral days before, it 
was obferved to come from the South Eaft; nor was 
this the firft or even fecond jime that they had remarked 
this diverfity. , 

When the Ihip’s latitude was 20® 56', her diftance 
from the main being about two leagues, and four from 
fome iflands that lay without her courfe, a high pro- 
montory, which is named Cape Hillfborough, bore 
Weft I- North, diftant feven miles. The, land here is 
divcrfified by mountains, hills, plains, and vallies, and 
feems to be -well clothed with herbage and wood. 
The iflands which lie parallel to the coaft, and from 
five to eight or nine miles diftant, are of various 
height and extent, fcarcdy any of them are more 
than five leagues in circumference, and many are not 
four miles. Befides this chain of iflands, which lies 
at a diftance from the coaft, there are others much 
lefs, which lie under the land, from which fmoke 
was feen to rife in different places. Steering along 
Ihore* at the diftance of about two leagues, they found 
a little farther North the flood of tide to come from 
the Northward, in the diredion of the range of iflands 

which 
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which lay out to iea. They had fet a point of the 
main, (the fartheft in view,) the bearing of which was 
North 48 ,Weft,*and had obferved to the Northward 
of this fome high land which feemed to be an ifland, 
and of which the North Weft point bore 41 Weft, 
From the appearance of thefe points they had been 
induced to expeft a paflage' to the North Weft be- 
tween them, but this letting of the tide was taken for 
a plain indication of the contrary, and in effe<ft, the 
next morning (for they had lain at anchor the night 
in uncertainty), low land was difcovered quite acrofs 
what had been taken for an opening, and which proved 
to be a bay about five or fix leagues deep. From 
the North point of this bay (called in the chart 
Repulfe Bay) the lanvi trends away North by Weft 4. 
Weft, and a ftrait or paflage was obferved between it 
and a large ifland or iflands lying parallel to it. 

They ftood for this paflage, having the tide of ebb 
in their favour, and found themfclves juft within the 
entrance of it, when in latitude 20 ° 26' South; 
Cape Hilllborough bearing South by Eaft, diftant ten 
leagues, and the North point of Repulfe Bay South 
19 Weft, diftant four miles. This point, which i& 
named Cape Conway, lies in latitude 20® 36' South, 
and longitude 148® 32' Eaft. The greateft depth 
of water which they found in Repulfe Bay was 
thirteen fathom, and the leaft eight. In all parts 
there was fafe anchorage, and it is probable that on 
examination feme good harbours would be found in it, 
efpecially at the North fide within Cape Conway; 
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ior jiift within that cape there lie two or 
three fmall iflands which alone would Ihelter 
that fide of the bay from the* Southerly and 
South Eafterly . winds* that feem 'to prevwl here 
as a trade. 

Among the many ifiands that lie upon this coafi;, 
there is one more remarkable than the reft: it is of 
a fmall circuit, very high and peaked, and lies Eaft 
by South ten mil?s from Cape Conway, at the South 
end of the paffage. This .paflage is from three to 
feven miles brOad, and eight or nine leagues in 
length. North by Weft 4- Weft, and South by Eaft 4 
Eaft. It is formed by the main on the Weft, and by 
the iflands on the Eaft, one of which is at leaft five 
leagues in length. The depth of water as you run 
through it is from twenty to twenty-fiv'' fathom, with 
good anchorage every where, and the whole paflTage 
may be confidefed as one fafe harbour, enclufive of 
the fmall bays and coves which abound on each fide, 
where Ihips might lie as in a bafon. The land both 
upon the main and the iflands is high, and diverfified 
by hill and valley, wood and lawn, with a green and 
pleafant appearance. 

On one of the iflands were difcoverCd with glafles 
two men and a woman, and a canoe with an outrigger^ 
which appeared to b? larger, and of a conftru^lion 
very different from thofe of bark tied together at the 
ends,^ which h^ been feen at Botany Bay. It was 
hoped, therefore, that the people here had made fome 
farther advances beyond mere animal life than thofe 

L who 
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who inhabit the parts of the coaft which had been 
hitherto examined. 

As this pafTage was difcovered on Whitfonday, 
it was called Whitfunday’s pafiage, and the iflands 
that form it to the £a(l Cumberland Iflands, in honour 
of his Royal Highnefs the Duke. 

"Sailing at the diftance of about three leagues from 
the fliore, they had from twenty-one to twenty-three 
fathom water, and were foon abresdl of a lofty pro- 
montory (Cape Glouccfter) which lies in latitude 19® 
59' South, and longitude 148® 11' Eaft, and may be 
known by an ifland out at fea, bearing from it North 
by Weft 4 - Weft, and diftant five or fix leagues. 
This is called Holborne Ifle ; and there are alfo iflands 
lying under the land between Holborne Ifle and 
Whitfunday’s Paffage. On the Weft fide of Cape 
Glouccfter the land trends away South Weft and 
South South Weft, and forms a deep bay, the bottom 
of which could but juft be feen from the Endeavour’s 
maft-head. It is very low, and a continuation of the 
low land that had been obferved at the bottom of Re- 
pulfe Bay. To this bay they gave the name of Edge- 
cumbe Bay, but without fraying to look into it bore 
away to the Weft, for the fartheft land in fight in that 
diredion, which bore Weft by North -4 North, and 
aj^ared very high. In latitude 19 "'47', at the diftance 
of about three leagues from the ihore, they found 
Cape Glouccfter to bear South 63 Eaft, diftan^feven 
leagues and a half, and were in a very fliort run 
afterwards abreaft of the Wcftemmoft point juft men- 
tioned. 
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lioncdi at about three miles diftance, which, as it 
rifes abruptly from the low lands furrounding it, is 
diftinguilhed by the name of Cape Upftart. It lies in 
latitude 19“ 39' South, longitude 147“ 28' Eaft, 
fourteen leagues Weft North Weft from Cape Glou- 
cefter, and is of a height fufficient to be feen at the 
diftance of twelve leagues. Inland there are fotne 
high hills or mountains, which tike the cape, afford 
but a barren profpeft. Their bowels may poffibly 
be rich in ore, but their furface feems extremely poor, 
being far more naked, ftony, and unpromifing, than 
any land yet feen upon the coaft. It trends away 
here to the Weft North Weft, falling confiderably 
lower than about Cape Upftart, and by that means 
appearing to be at a greater diftance than it really is, 
though even here it is diverfified with a few fcattered 
hills. The (hip’s latitude being 19° 12'-, at the dif- 
tance of about four leagues from the land, they found 
fifteen fathom water, at. which time Cape Upftart 
bore South 32“ 30' Eaft, diftant twelve leagues } and 
fbme very large columns of fmoke were feen rifing 
from the low lands. 

They continued to fteet Weft North Weft, as the 
land lay, with twelve or fourteen fethom water, till 
they were in latitude, by obfervation, 1 9<> i' South, 
when they had the mouth of a bay all open, extending 
from South i Eaft to South Weft 4 ' South, and diftant 
two fwgues. This bay, which is named Cleveland 
Bay, appeared to be about five or f» miles in extent 

La every 
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every way : the Eaft point of it was callied Capft 
Cleveland, and the Weft, which had the appearance 
of an ifland) Magnetical lile, as it was perceived 
that the compafs did not traverfe well, when the ftiip 
approached it. They are both high, and fi> is the 
main land within them, the whole forming a furface 
the* moft rugged, rocky, and barren of any that had 
been feen hitherto. It was not, however, without 
inhabitants> for fmoke was vifible in feveral parts of 
the bottom of the bay. The Northemmoft land 
that was in fight at this time bore North Weft, and it 
had the appearance of an ifland, as the main land 
could not be traced farther than Weft by North. 

As you advance to the North Weft, which is the 
diredion of the coaft, you come amongft a group of 
iflands lying about five leagues from the main. 
Within thefc iflands was the Endeavour's couHe, un- 
til, in latitude 18® 49' South, her diftance from the 
main was five leagues, tlie North Weft part of it bear- 
ing North by Weft 4 - Weft, the iflands extending 
from North to Eaft, and the neareft being diftant 
about two miles } at which time Cape Cleveland 
bore South 50* Eaft, diftant eighteen leagues. The 
foundings in the couffe that had been failed from the 
mouth of Cleveland Bay to this laft ftation were from 
fourteen to eleven fathom. 

Along this fhore feveral large columns of fmoke 
were foen, as were alfo a few canoes, and fome of the 
nwires themfelyes, and upon, one of the iflands what 

had 
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had the appearance of cocoa nut trees. As a few of 
thefe nuts would now (fays Mr. Cook) have been 
very acceptable, I fent lieutenant Hicks alhore, and 
with hitn went Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, to fee 
what refrelhment could he procured, while I kept 
Handing in for the ifland with thelhip. They returned, 
however, in the evening' with an account, that what 
we had taken for cocoa nut trees were a fmall kind 
of cabbage palm, and that, excepting about fourteen 
or fifteen plants, they had met with nothing wortli 
bringing away. While they were aihore they faw 
none of the people, but juft as they had put off one 
of them came very near the beach, and fhoiited with 
a loud voice j it was fo dark that they could not fee 
him, however they turned towards the Ihore, but 
when he heard the boat putting back, he ran away 
or hid himfelf, for they could not get a glimpfe of him, 
and though they Ihouted he made no reply. After 
the return of the boats they ftood away. North by 
Weft, for the Northernmoft land in fight, of which 
they were abreaft about three or four hours after they 
had paffed all the ifiands. This land, on account of its 
figure, was named Point Hillock. It is of a confi- 
derable height, and may be known by a round 
hillock, or rock, which joins to the point, but appears 
to be detached from it. Between this cape and 
Magnetical Ifie, the ftiore forms a large, bay, which 
was stalled Halifax Bay j beifore it lay the group of 
ifiands which has been juft mentioned, and fome 
ttthers at a Icfs diftance from the ftore. By thefe 
, L‘3 ifiands 
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iflands the bay is ihcltered from all winds;, and it af- 
fords good anchorage. The land near the beach in 
the bottom of the bay is low and woody, but farther 
back it is one continued ridge of high land, which ap- 
peared to be barren and rocky. 

From Point HUlock the land ftretchcs to the North 
North Weft, until you are abreaft of a point of land, 
called Cape Sandwich, that bears North by Weft 
Weft from Point Hillock, at the diftance of eleven 
miles. Between thefe two points, the land is very high, 
and the furface is craggy and barren. Cape Sandwich 
may be known, not only by the high craggy land over 
it, but by a fmall ifland which lies Eaft of it, at the 
diftance of a mile, and feme others that Ije about twQ 
leagues to the Northward. From Qape Sandwich, 
the land trends Weft, and afterwards North, forming 
a tine large bay, which received the name of Rocking- 
ham Bay, where there appears to be good Ihelter and 
good anchorage ■, but not ftaying to examine it, they 
fteered along the Ihore to the Northward, for a clufter 
of fmall iflands which lie off the Northern point of the 
bay. . Between the three outermoft of thefe iflands, 
and thofe near the Ihore is a channel of about a mile 
broad, through which, fays captain Cook, " I pafled, 
and upon oqe of the neareft iflands we faw with our 
glaffes about thirty of the natives, men, women, and 
children, all ftandjng tpgether, and lopking with great 
attention at the fliip j the firft inftance of curiolity, that 
we had feen among them. They were all ftark naked, 
jyith feort har, and q( die fame complexion with thofe 

?hat 
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that we had feeq before.” Thefe iflands are defcribed ' 
as refembling fo many heaps of rubbifh, whifh had 
lain long enough to have a few weeds and bulhes 
grow on them. 

In latitude 17* 59' you are abreaft of the North 
point of Rockingham Bay. This boundary of the 
bay is formed by an ifland of confiderable height, 
which in the chart is diftinguifhed by the name of 
Dunk Tile, and which lies fo near the fhore as not to 
be eafily diftinguiflied from it. When Dunk Ifle 
bears i^eft diftant two miles, you are in longitude 
146* j' Eaft; Cape Sandwich then bears South by 
Eaft 4 Eaft, diftant 1 9 miles, and the Northernmoft 
land in fight North 4 - Weft. From this ifle holding a 
North by Weft courfe along the coaft, at the diftance 
of between three and four leagues, you find from 
twelve to fifteen fathom water. After pafling fome 
fmall iflands called Frankland’s Ifles, which lie about 
two leagues diftant from ,the main land, you come in 
fight of another, which is of confiderable height, and 
about four miles in circuit. Between this ifland and a 
point of the main,, from which it is diftant about two 
miles, there is a]chan.nel through which the Endeavour 
pafled, and when abreaft of the point (named Cape 
Grafton) was in twenty fathom water. Cape Grafton 
lies in latitude 16° 57' South, and longitude 145“ 
^4' Eaft, and the land here, as well as the whole coaft 
for^AboMt twenty leagues to the Southward, is high, 
has a rocky furface, and is thinly covered with wood. 

On this coaft feveral fires h^ been obferved by 
night, one of which jnelded a very grateful odour, 
L 4 . not 
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pot unlike that produced by burning the wood of gunt 
Benjatflin ; and fome of the inhabitants were feen by 
day. From Cape Grafton the land trends away North 
Weft by Weft^ and three miles to the Weftward of 
the cape is a bay, in which the Endeavour anchored, 
about two piilcs from fhore, in four fathom w^ter, with 
an oozy bottom ; the Elaft point of the bay bearing 
South 74 Eaft, the Weft point South 83 Weft^ and 
a low green woody iHand, which lies in the ofHng, 
North 35 Eaft. This ifland, which bears North by 
Eaft 7 Eaft, diftant three or four leagues from Cape 
Grafton, is called in the chart Green Iftand. 

** As loon as the fhip was brought to an anchor,’* 
fays Captain Copk, I went aihore, accompanied by 
Mr. Banks apd Dr. Solander. As my principal view 
was to procure fome frefh water, and as the bottom of 
the bay was low land covered with mangroves, where 
it was not probable that freih water was to be found, 
I went out towards the cape, and found two fmall 
ftreams, which, however, were rendered very difficult 
of accefs by the furf and rocks upon the Ihore. I 
faw alfo, as 1 came, round the capej a fmall ftream of 
water run over the beach in a Tandy cove ; but 1 did 
not go in with the boat, becaufe I law that it would 
not be eafy to land. When we got aihore, we found 
the country every where riling into fleep rocky hills j 
and as no freih water could conveniently be procured, 
1 was unwilling to lofe time by going in‘'learch’of“ISWef 
land elicwi^ere ; rye therefore made the beft of our way 
back to the Ihip, weighed, and ftood to the North 
^’’eft, aftemards North North Weft i Weft, as the, 

Isind 
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land lay, at about three leagues diftance, with ten, 
twelve, and fourteen fathom water.” Comihg in 
fight of a fmall low ifiand,' which lies about two 
leagues diftance from the main, and great part of which 
at that time, it being high water, was overflowed, they 
hauled oflF North, in order to get without it, and when 
arrived in latitude 16® so' South, being in fifteen 
fathom water, they perceived another ifiand, which 
is more elevated than the former, lying about three 
leagues to the North Weft of it, and clofc under the 
main land, to bear from the Ihip North 55 Weft, 
diftant feven or eight miles, at which time alfo Cape 
Grafton bore South 29 Eaft, diftant 40 miles, and the 
Northernmoft point of land in fight North ao Weft. 
Between this laft point and Cape Grafton the Ihore 
forms a large but not very deep bay, which, being 
difcovered on Trinity Sunday, received the name of 
Trinity Bay. The point itfelf lies in latitude 16® 6* 
South, and longitude 145® 21' Eaft, and received 
the name of Cape Tribulation, from the circumftances 
of danger and diftrefs that furroundcd our voyagers 
on this part of the coaft. Steering along the ihore 
North by Weft, at the diftance of between three and 
ic)ur leagues, jind having from fourteen to twelve and 
ten fathom water, they perceived in the offing two 
ifiands which lie m latitude 16*' South, and about 
fix or feven leagues frpm the main ; and ihortly after- 
wards two other low woody ifiands, which' Ibme in the 
fiiip took for rocks, bore North ^ Weft, at which 
they Ihortened fail, and hauled off ihore, Eaft North 
■ Eaft, 
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JEafti and North Eaft by Eaft, clofe upon a wind, 
intending to ftretch to fea all night, as well to avoid 
Ithe dangers ahead, as to fee whether any iflands lay 
in the offing, efpecially as they were now near the 
latitude affigned to thofe difcovered by Quiros, and 
named by him Auftralia del Efplritu Santo. In 
ftanding off from fix till near nine o’clock in the 
evening, with the advantage of a fine breeze and a 
clear moon-light, they failed down a reef of coral 
rocks, near which the water fuddenly Ihoaled from 
twenty-one to eight . fathoms. This created fome 
alarm; but meeting at the next cad of the lead with 
deep water again, they concluded that they had gone 
over the tail of the Ihoals, and that all danger was 
paft. Before ten o’clock they had twenty-one and twen- 
ty fathom, and, this depth continuing, the gentlemen 
left the deck in great tranquillity and went to bed ; 
but, a few minutes before eleven, the water fhallowed 
at once from twenty to fcventeen fathom, and before 
the lead could be cad again the fiiip druck, and re- 
mained immoveable, except by the heaving of the 
furge that beat her againd the crags of the rock 
upon which die lay. 

This ledge of rocks lies in latitude 15® 45' South, 
and between fix and feven leagues from the main : it 
is not, however, the only (hoal upon this part of the 
coad, efpecial^ to the Northward, and the diip had 
palQedover the taiKof another to di6 Soilffi^i^d, at 
the done of the fird alarm from the inequality of 

the 
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the foundings, about two hours before Ihe (truck. A 
of this latter Ihoal is always above water. Mid has 
the appearance of white fand: a part alfo of that upon 
which the (hip (truck is dry at low water, and in that 
place conlilts of fand (tones, but all the reft of it is a 
coral rock; a fubftancc which is much more fatal to 
(hips than any other, becaufc the points of it are (harp, 
and every part of the furface fo rough, as to grind 
away whatever is fubbed agmnft it, even with the gen- 
tled motion ; and this effedt it performed upon the 
timbers of the Endeavour, in a manner very remark- 
able, there not being a fplinter to be feen upon the 
part damaged, when they afterwards inlpedted her bot- 
tom, but the whole cut away as fmoothly as if it had 
been done by an inftrument. 

It was found, upon examination, that the velTel 
had been lifted oyer a ledge of this rock, and lay in 
a hollow within it, with her head to the North Eaft, 
having in fome places about her from three to (bur 
fathom water, and in others not fo many feet; but, at 
the diftance of about thirty yards on the (larboard fide, 
the water deepened to eight, ten, and twelve fathom, 
and was ftill deeper aftern. 

The dangers of fuch a fituation may eafily be 
imagined; they had ftruck upon this ledge at the 
falling of the tide, and were therefo(jp (after having 
vain ly »<i nd eavoured to warp her off by the purcha(e 
pf two anchors) under the neceffity of waiting for the 
piorning flood, with the expectation that (he might 

podlbly 
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pof&bly float at that time ; but, to their great fur- 
prize and concern, the ihip did not float at high 
^ater by a foot and a half, although they had light* 
ened her near fifty tpnr, fo much did the day tide on 
tfiis part of the coaft fall ihort of that in the night. 
However, having again confidcrably lightened her, 
they, by the afljftance of the night flood, heaved her 
into deep water, and,, warping her to the South Eaft, 
once more got under fail, and Itood for the land in 
order to lay the Ihip down in Ibme convenient har- 
bour, and examine the leak that flie had fprung, and 
the other damage that (he had received upon the 
rock, which, while fhe lay on it, had grated her bot-? 
tom confiderably under the ftarboard bow, and that 
with fuch force as to be heard in the fore ftore? 
room. Indeed, the prcfervation of the fliip in this 
perilous exigency is afcribed to ^ fipgular pircum- 
ftance; for, upon examining her bottom afterwards, 
thcfy found a large hole through the planks into the 
hold, which had a piece of coral rock half a yard 
it]uare flicking in itj and if this fragment, after 
making the wound, had not in a great meafure plug- 
ged it up, the leak would have been fufficient tq 
fink the ihip, if fhe had had eight pumps inflead 
of four, and been, able to keep them all inceflantly 
going. 

.Recourfe no# was had to an expedient which is 
called fothering the fhip, both in ordeY to TJJaJt the 
labour that* would have been required to keep the 

leak 
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I^k under by the. pumps, and alfo becauie it copld 
not poffibly be flopped within fide, its exa& fituation 
being unknown. They now edged towards the land, 
and, having pafTed clofe without two ftnall iflands, 
lying in latitude 15° 41' South, and about four 
leagues from the main, to which they gave the name 
of Hope Iflands, found themfelves in latitude 15** yf 
South, and about three leagues from the land, the 
Northernmoft part of which bore North 30 Weft, 
and Hope Iflands extended from South 30 £aft to 
South 40 Eaft. In this fituation they had twelve 
fathom water, and fcveral fand banks and fhoals all 
round, amongft which they found it very difficult to 
fteer, particularly as the ihlp would not work, having 
twice mifled ftays. 

The boats being fent to examine the coaft, in 
which was an opening that looked like a harbour, 
one of them returned with the report, that Ihe had 
difeovered juft fuch a harbour as the necefilties of the 
ihip required, in which there was a fufficient rife of 
water, and every other convenience that could be 
defired, either for laying the ihip afhore, or heaving 
her down. Every precaution being neceffary in the 
critical fituation of the ihip. Captain Cook went 
himfelf and buoyed the channel, which is very nar- 
row, the fhip in the mean time lying at anchor in 
four fathom water, about a mile dram the fhore, 
latitifU?!'^'’ South.. In this pofition they re- 
mained two days, the wind blowing frefhj at the 

end 
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end of diit time, however, they ventured to weigh 
and pulh in for the harbour, in doing which the fhip 
ran twice aground, and the fecond time ftuck faft; 
but the dde happily rifing, Ihe was fooh afloat, andj 
having warped her up into the channel, they moored 
her along-lide of a Keep beach, on the Eaft fide of 
the harbour, which is now diftinguilhed by the name 
of Endeavour River. 


CHAP. 
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chap: viil 

He/cnption of Endeavour River. — Animals found 
there. — Vegetables and otbef ProduStions. — Inba-^ 
hitants. 

T he harbour vi^hich is f(Mtned by the mouth of 
Endeavour River, is only a fmall bar harbour, 
or creek, that runs in a ivinding channel three or 
four leagues inland, and at the head of which there 
is a fmall brook of frefti water. There is not depth 
of water for (hipping above a mile within the bar, and 
at this diftance only on the North fide, where thef 
bank is fo fteep for near a quarter of a mile, that a 
Ihip may lie afloat at low water fo near the lh(Me aa 
to reach it with a ilage ; and die fituation is extremely 
convenient for heaving downj which was alfo the cafo 
Oft that fide of the harbour where the Endeavour was- 
. refitted, a ftage having been made from the Ihip to' 
the (hore, which was fo bold that (he. floated at 
twenty feet diftance. At. low water the depth upon 
the bar is not more than nine or ten feet, nor more 
than feventeen or eighteen at the height of the tide, 
the diflerence between high and low water at ipring 
tides being about nine feet. At the new and foil of 
the %nEWlr ins high water between nine and ten 
o’clock. This part of the coaft is fo barricaded with 
flioals as to make the harbour very diflicult of accefs ; 

the 
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the rafcH: approach is from the Southward^ keepii)§ 
thetnaih land dole upon the board all the way. Its 
fixation may always be found by the latitude, which 
is iji® a6' South, and the longitude 145® ii' ^2*' 
Over l£e. South ' point is fome high land, but thd 
North point is formed by a low fandy beach, which 
extends about three miles to the Northward, where 
the land begins again to be high. The country, 
immediately about the harbourj efpecially on the 
South fidei afibnls by no means a comfortable pro- 
Ipeft ; the low land near the river is wholly overrun 
with mangrovesj amongft which the fait water flows 
every tide^ and the high land , appeared to be every 
where ftony aijd barren. The land on the North 
fide* was found to conflft principally of fand hills, 
where fome Indian houles were feenj that appeared to 
have been very lately inhabited. But the riling 
grounds here afford a more pleafing view of the in- 
land country than there is on the South fide, and you 
And it agreeably diverlifled by hills, vallies, and 
large plains, which in many places are richly covered 
with wood. This fide of the harbour allb affords a 
fine ftream of frefh water. From the hills that lie 
over both points of the harbour, you have an exten- 
live profpeft of the fea all round it, which fvefents 
to your view innuiherable fand banks > and fhoak 
fcattered all abng the coafl: 4 n every direftion : the 
innermofl; of thefe lie about thride oi^tfUllR^flxKn 
the fhorei the outermofl; extend 'us flnr as caii be 
fieen with aghifs, and ntiany ih^im do but jufl; rife 

above 
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•above water. The beft, and probably the only, paf- 
fage out of Endeavour Rivet* is to the North Eaft j 
for though your entrance is from the Southward, 
yet, as the wind blows conftantly from the South 
Eaft, it would be difficult, if not impoffible, to re- 
turn by the fame courle. Indeed, there is no paf- 
fage whatfoevcr, but through the winding channels 
between the rocks and fhoals, that lie without number 
off the mouth of the harbour, and which cannot be 
navigated without a confiderabl'e degree of difficulty 
and danger. 

The animals of the four-footed kind fecn ’ here by 
the Endeavour’s people, are numerous, and of a 
variety of fpecies, principally fuch as are unknown 
to an European. Of the kangooroo, which has been 
before once or twice mentioned, the following de- 
fcription is given. It is of a kind nearly approach- 
ing the tnus genus^ about the fize of a greyhound, 
having a head like a fawn’s, lips and ears, which it 
throws back, like a hare’s, on the upper jaw fix large 
teeth, on the lower two only. Its neck is fhort and 
fmall, near to which are the fore feet, that h'aye five 
toes each, and five hooked claws. The hinder legs 
are long, efpecially from the laft joint, which, from 
the callofity below it, feems as if it lies flat on the 
ground when the animal defcends any declivity : and 
each of the hind feet has foui* long toes, two of them 
behind-'filaSSiry’ great way back, the inner one of 
which has two claws, the other two refembling a 
hoof, but one cf them much larger than, the other, 
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and the print of its ’foot is faid to, be like that of j?.* 
gpat : “ I fhould have taken it,” fays captain Cook, 
for a wild dog, if it had not leaped like a hare, or 
** deer.” The tail* which it carries like a greyhound, 
is almoft as long as the body, thick near the rump, ' 
and tapering "gradually to the end. The chief bulk 
of this animal is behind, the body being largeft, and 
the back rifing towards the pofteriors. The whole 
body is covered with afliort alh-coloured hair, aqd 
the flelh of it taftes like that of a hare, but has a 
more agreeable flavour. Captain Cook thus deferibes 
an individual of the fpecies. In form, fays he, it is 
moft like the gerbua, or mus jaculus, which it alfo 
refcmbles in its motion, but it greatly differs in fizcj 
the gerbua not being larger than a common rat, and 
this animal, when full grown, being as big as a 
Iheep. This individual was a young one much under 
its full growth, weighing only thirty-eight pounds. 
The head, neck, and fhouldcrs, are very fmall in' - 
proportion to the other parts of its body ; the fore 
legs of this' individual were only eight inches long, 
and the hind legs two and twenty. Its progrefs is 
by fucceftive leaps or hops of a great length in an 
ered pofture, during which the fore legs are kept 
bent clofe to the breaft, and feem to be of ufe only 
for digging. The fkin is covered with a fhort fur of 
a dark moufe or grey colour, excepting the head and 
ears, which bear a flight rdemblaqce jbgfe of a 
hare. When drefled it provW moft excellent meat. 
Of another individual of this fpecies he fays, Mr^ 

Gore 
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Johe fliot a kangooroo, which, with the (kin, entrails, 
and head, weighed eighty-four pounds. .Upon exa> 
minationi however, we found that this animal ,v/as 
not at its full growth, the innermoft grinders not 
being yet formed; we dreffed it for dinner the next 
day, but, to our great difappointment, we found it to 
have a much worle flavour than that we had eaten 
before. The make of this quadruped and its move- 
ment feem peculiarly adapted to the country in which 
nature has given it a rcfidencej the long dry grafs, 
which is in many places five or fix feet high, being 
fufficient to entangle any beaft, though ever fo fwift, 
that fliould attempt to run ftraight through itj 
whereas the fprings or jumps by which the kangoo- 
rdo clears the brakes and tufts of grafs, enable it tb 
elude the purfuit of the fleeteft or moft formidable 
enemy. 

There was alfo taken here an animal of the opof- 
lunn tribe, a female, and with her two young ones. 
It was found much to refomble the remarkable ani- 
mal of the’ kind which Mr. Bufibn has defcribed in 
his Natural Hiftory by the name of Phalangcr, but 
it was not the fame. Mr. Bufibn foppofes this tribe 
to be peculiar to America, but in this he is .certainly 
mifliaken ; and probably, as Fallas has obferved in his 
Zoology, the phalanger itfelf is a native of the £aft 
Indies, as the animal which was caught here refem- 
bled it ip Jtltfwstraordinary .conformation of the feet, 
in which it differs from animals of every other tribe. 

The other quadrupeds found in this latitude are 
M 2 faid 
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laid Co be goats; wolves exactly like thofe found 
North America; a fmall red animal about the fize 
of a fquirrel; a fpotted one of the viverra (ferret) 
kind, in ihape, Ibmewhac refembling a polecat, and 
called by the natives quoll ; its back is brown fpotted 
with white, and the belly white unmixed ; and ano- 
ther refembling a dog, of a ftraw colour, that ran 
like a hare, and was nearly of the fame fize. There 
are no tame animals here except dogs, and of thefe 
there were feen but two or three, which frequently 
came about the tents to pick up the feraps and bones 
that happened to lie fcattered near them. There 
does not feem, remarks captain Cook, to be a great 
number of animals of any fort, except that called the 
kangooroo: we fcarcely faw any other above once, 
but this we met almoft every time that we went into 
the woods. 

Of birds there were found here grey pigeons with 
red beaks and reddilh brown crefts, which eat very 
well; they flew in numerous flocks, fo that, notwith- 
ftanding their extreme Ihynefs, the people generally 
killed ten or twelve of them in a day ; thefe birds 
are very beautiful, and crefted in a manner very dif- 
ferently from any hitherto known: two forts of 
fmall doves, and as many of beautiful parroquets ; a- 
very uncommon hawk, pied black and white, with the 
iris of its eyes very broad, of a rich fcarlet colour 
inclining to orange, a black beak, a dirty 

grey yellow, and feet of a gold or deep buflF colour 
like the king’s yellow; and feveral other forts of 
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"lawks : large black cockatoos, with fcarlet and orange 
coloured feathers on their tails, and fome white Ipots 
between the beak and the ear as well as on each, 
wing ; the goatfucker or churn owl; merops or bee* 
eaters ; crows exadtly the fame as in England, but fo 
Ihy that none of the people could get within reach to 
Ih'^t them ; and large bats, of which the following 
dcfcription is given. 

“ One of the feamen, who had been rambling in 
the woods, told us at his return, that he verily be- 
lieved- he had feen the devil : we naturally enquired 
in what form he appeared, and his anfwer was in lb 
fingular a ftyle, that I (hall fet down his own words. 
He was, fays John, as large as a one gallon keg, and 
very like it ; he had horns and wings, yet he crept 
fo llowly through the grafs, that if I had not been 
afeard, I might have touched him. This formidable 
apparition we afterwards difeovered to have been a 
ba: ; and tiie bats here muft be acknowledged to 
have a frightful appearance, for they are nearly black, 
and full as large as a partridge. Tliey have indeed 
no horns, but the fancy of a man who thought he 
faw the devil might eafily fupply that defeft.” To 
return ; the next fpecies enumerated is a fmall bird 
with wattles of a deep orange red; a bird like a 
tetrao, having wattles of a fine ultramarine colour, 
and whofe beak and legs were black ; an owl, having 
the iris of ’^iS’tyes gold colour, the pupil of them 
dark blue; a large black and white gull, with a 
bright yellow beak, on the gibbous part of which 
M 3 was 
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was a fpot of fcarlct, the corners of its mouth arid 
the irides of its eyes were of a bright fcarlet colour, 
the legs and feet a greenilh yellow : a black bird of 
the oyftcrcracker genus, with a bright red beak, ex- 
cept toward the point, where it was yellow, the pu- 
pil of its eyes fcarlet, the irides of them bright orange, 
the feet and legs of a pale red colour : a large olive- 
coloured bird of the loxia genus, having the iris of its 
eyes of a gall (tone colour, and the pupils of them 
black : a black and white ftiag, the iris of whofe eyes 
was of a fine dark-green colour, the pupils black, 
thfr Ikin w'hich furrounded tjic eyes was of a ver- 
ditcr-green colour, the beak a pale grey, on each 
fide of which was a yellow fpot, and the feet black: 
a large beautiful pigeon, with the iris of its eyes of 
a blood colour, the pupils of them black, and its 
kgs and feet pale red: befides fevcral other curious 
land birds. The water fokls are herns, whifiling 
clucks, which perch and perhaps roof: upon trees, 
wild geefe, curlews, and a few others ; but thefe do 
riot abound. 

Of fifh many difierent forts, were found here, and 
particularly a variety of beautiful fhell fifh. Among the 
latter were three forts ofoyftefs, fome found in lagoons, 
fome adiicring to the mangrove, and others along the 
fnorc; large cavalhc or feoniber ; large mullets j fome 
fiat fifh j a great nuirber of fmall fcombri, and fltate 
or ray fifli, one of which was curioufly rrnrked on the 
back with polygons finely coloured, and another of an 
prbicular figure, with a blui.fii grey coloured back 
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-and white belly, which tailed like veal, fome othei 
parts of it like beef, and the entrails as agreeable as 
turtle. There were turtles alfo caught here of 
a bright green colour, fome of which weighed near 
four hundred pounds : in one of them, when opened, 
there was found a wooden harpoon or turtle peg, fuch 
as the natives ufe, about as thick as a man’s finger, 
near fifteen inches long, and bearded at the end, 
which had gone in by the breaft before tlie calapee, 
and was flicking through bodt the fiioulders. The 
turtle appeared to have been ftruck a confiderable 
time, for the wound had perfe( 5 lly healed up over the 
weapon. The coral rocks, in particular, that lie off the 
harbour’s mouth, are laid to abound with ftiell fifli of 
every fort, elpccially turtle, three of which the people 
caught with no better inftrument than a boat hook, 
and they weighed together feven hundred and ninety- 
pne pounds : when thefe were* opened, they were 
always found to be full of turtle grafs, which the 
gentlemen acquainted with botanical fubjedls took to 
be a kind of conferva. Two of the fort called log- 
gerheads were taken, the flcfli of which was much 
Id's delicious than that of the green turtle, and in their 
fiomachs nothing was to be found but fhells. On 
tlicfe fame rocks arc alfo cockles of an enormous fize, 
one of which in gcnel^l affords meat fufficient for 
two men. There were found fea eggs, too on this 
part of the .coaft, which are roafted by the natives, 
and form part of their fubfiftence. But it was ob- 
ferved, that, although the fhoals which lie juft within 
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fight of land abound with fliell filh that may 
eafily caught at low water, yet no fuch .(hells were 
feen about the fire places on (hore. Many alligators 
were feen in the harbour and fwimming round the 
• (hip, (bme of which were of a great fize. Several 
(bits aUb of fnakes were found here, fome venon:ious 
and (bme harmlels ; and a fmall culcx, or fly, not ' 
bigger than a grain of fand, the bite or (ting of which 
was venomous, and caufed protuberances on the (kin 
that itched violently. This place produces al(b 
white ants refembling exa£lly thofe of the Eaft In- 
dies, the moft pernicious infeft in the world ; thefe 
however, on the contrarj', are perfe6tly harmlefs. 
Their nefts are of a pyramidical figure, from a few 
inches to fix feet high, and very much refemble the 
(tones in England which are faid to be monuments 
o( the Druids. This naturally reminds the reader 
of the appearances bbferved on the Weftern coaft of 
New Holland by the captains Pcliart and Dampier, 
which both of them compare to the huts of negroes, 
and which the former exprefsly calls ant-hills, but 
the latter, probably deceived from having infpefted 
them but fuperficially, rocks. Many natural cu- 
riofities were picked up from the reef or ledge upon 
which the (hip (truck, confij^ing of a variety of. cu- 
rious (hells, moft of them entirely new to European 
naturalifts ; amongft which were the fpcndylus, and a 
large fort of trcchus, or top (hell, befidcS*ft^eral new 
fpccies trf’ Afh ; madrepores, and other curious co- 
^ ralsj fca weed, and other beautiful marine produc- 
tions* 
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tjons. In many parts of Endeavour river large quan- 
tities of pumice ftones were obferved to lie at a con- 
fiderable dittance above high water mark, whither 
they might have been carried cither by the freflies, or 
extraordinary high tides, for there could be no doubt 
but that they came from the fea : and the hufle of a 
cocoa nut was found, which had been caft upon the 
beach, and vras full of barnacles. This probably might 
alfb come from fbme ifland to the windward, per- 
haps from the Terra del Efpiritu Santo of Quiros, En- 
deavour river lying nearly in the fame latitude. 

Vegetables grow here in plenty and variety; Oi 
thofe found by our voyagers, are enumerated the 
glycine rc/ea, which ’yields a fort of bean growing 
upon a llalk which creeps along the ground j purflain, 
that cats very well boiled ; thefe are found chiefly 
upon the fandy beaches and fand hills near the fea: 
cycas circinalis, the kernels of which roafted tafte 
like parched peafe, but it was obferved to make fbme 
of the Endeavour’s people fick who eat of it. Of 
this fruit they make a kind of fago in the Eaft Indies : 
many of them were here cut down for the cabbage, 
which is very good food. A plant, which was 
thought to be the fame that in the Weft Indies is 
called coccos : upon trial its roots proved too acrid 
to be eaten } the leaves, however, were little inferior 
to fpinage. Tupia afterwards meliorated the root of 
this plant copfideyably, by .giving it a long dreffing 
in an oven, after the fafbion of his country; but the 
roots were fo fmall as not to be thought an obje£t 
for the fhip’s crew. Another plant, which in the 

Weft 
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Wefl: Indies is called Indian kale, and which fcrved the^ 
people for greens, was found chiefly in the boggy 
ground about the river. Several plants, natives of 
Otahcite, grow here, as the Epeea f cbaitea tacca )y 
the root of which, properly prepared, makes an ex- 
cellent ftrong jelly (in appearance like blancmange), 
of the nature of faloup, which is very juftly admired 
by the people of that ifland ; Taro ( arum ejculentum ) ; 
the roots of this plant, of which there are feveral 
varieties, arc as good as ignames (yams), and are 
reckoned very wholefome common food in the South 
Sea I Hands ; the leaves when baked tafte as well as 
greens : Eowhaee ( aejchynmnme JfecioJa ) ; this flirub 
grows wild on Ibmc of the South Sea I Hands; and in 
others it is planted in order to produce a fliacle for 
their houfes, and the flower of it, which is very beau- 
tiful, they often Hick in their ears: Epeepee (fhajeolus 
ammtis), the ftalks of which make a very good 
thread for weaving nets and feines; of the flowers, 
which are very pretty, the Otaheiteans make garlands 
for their lieads. Thpre is a wild plantain allb here, 
very like the Meiya of Ots!ae\x.Q (mu/a paradifakay 
the well known tropical fruit called banana, or plan- 
tain), which, as found here, is remarkably fmall, and 
has but little pulp in proportion to the fize of ihcfruit, 
Ijeing fo full of Hones, which are the feed, as to 
be fcarcely eatable; the pulp, however, as much 
as . there is of it, is pretty fweet: a foct* of -fig tree 
that bears fruit on 'the main Hem, which taHes very 
ipfipid: a fruit of a very deep purple colovir, about 
jhe fize of a fmall golden pippin, 'but flatter in fliape, 

(with 
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(with a kernel in it,) which, when firft gathered from 
the tree, was very hard and difagreeable, but, after being 
kept a few days, became foft, and had a flat fweet 
. tafle, much lihe an indifferent damafcene: two forts 
of fruit, like pears, having ftony ftdes, fomewhat like 
the guava, and of a very indifferent tafte: a beau- 
tiful Nymphea, with blue and white petala : a plant, 
with fmall leaves, that fmelt li!«e lemon or orange- 
peel, and made an agreeable fubftitute for tea : the 
Etee of Otaheite ( drccana terminalis J, the root of 
which is eaten, and counted very good food by the 
natives of that ifland : the Eroa (urtica argentea'y or 
urtica candkans of the ffalks of which, when beaten 
cut, the Otaheiteans make their beft lines for fifliing,' 
this plant having the quality of not rotting when ufed 
in fait water j they make alfo, for the lame reafon, 
tlicir beft feines of it, as well as girdles or belts for 
wearing, but feldorh garments : there were found 
alfo by the botanical gentlemen, in a deep valley, thd 
lidcs of which, though almoft, as perpendicular as a 
wall, were covered with trees and bulhes, feveral 
marking nuts lying upon the ground, (the anacardium 
v! icrJnh^) : they made a moft diligent fearch after, the 
ticc that bore them, which perhaps no European 
botpnift ever faw, but, totheir great mortification, they 
could not find it : the Mohoe of the Weft Indies, 
or tlie bark tree (hibifais tiliaccus): many gum 
trees, and a great mumber of other plants. It is 
remarkable that fome trees v/cre found notched in the 
ikme manner as had be^n feea by Capt. Cook at Botany 
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Bay, and by Tafman at Van Diemen’s Land. Ort 
the North fide of the harbour were found fome cocoa 
nuts, which, Tupia faid, had been opened by a kind 
of crab, wliich, from his defcription, was judged 
to be tlie fame that the Dutch call heurs krabbey and 
which our people had not feen in thofe feas. All 
the vegetable fubftances found fcattcred on the beach 
of the harbour, wer/: encrufted with marine produc- 
tions, and covered with barnacles, a fure fign that 
they mull: have come far by fea, and, as the trade 
wind blows right upon the Ihore, probably from 
Terra del Efpiritu Santo, which has been mentioned 
already. 

The following account of an excurfion made by 
fome of the gentlemen up Endeavour River, will 
probably give the reader a better and more lively 
idea of that part of the country than any other de- 
fcription can convey. The 6th of July, in the morn- 
ing, they fct out in a fmall boat up the river, with a 
view to Ipend two or three days in an excurlion, to 
cxaiuine the country, and kill fome of thofe animals 
which had been fo often feen at a diftancej and, 
about four o’clock in the afternoon of the 8 th, the 
p^ty returned, and gave us this account of their ex-- 
pedition. Having proceeded about three leagues, 
among , fwamps and mangroves, they went up into 
the country, which they found to differ but little 
from what had been feen before.. They purfued their 
courfe, therefore, up the river, which at length was 
^ontrafted into a narrow channel, and was bounded 
' not 
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•not by fwamps and mangroves, but by ftcep banks, 
that were covered with trees of a moft beautiful 
verdure. The land within was in general low, and 
had a thick covering of long grafs the foil feemed 
to be fuch as promifcd great fertility to any who 
Ihould plant and improve it. In the courfe of the day 
Tupia faw an animal which by his defcription 
was judged to be a wolf. They alfo faw three 
other animals, but could neither catch nor kill one of 
them, and a kind of bat (before deferibed), as large 
as a partridge, but this alio eluded all their diligence 
and ikill. At night they took up their lodging dole 
to the banks of the river, and made a fire; but the 
mofquitos fwarmed about them in fuch numbers, that 
their quarters were almofi: untenable ; they followed 
them into the fmoke, and almoft into the fire, which, 
hot as the climate was, (the thermometer rifing to 
87 in the ihade on the ift of July, anfwerablc to our 
lil of January,) they could better endure than the 
filings of thefe infedte, which were an intolerable tor- 
ment. The fire, the flies, and the want of a better 
bed than the ground, rendered the night extremely 
uncomfortable: fo that they paiTed it not in fleep, but 
in reftlefs wilhes f<# the return of day. , With the 
firfi dawn (July the 7th), they fet out in fearch of 
game, and in a walk of many miles they faw four 
animals of the fame kind, two of which Mr. Banks’s 
greyhound fairly chafed, but they threw him out at a 
great difiance, by leaping over the long thick grafs, 
which prevented his running. This animal (the 

kangooroo 
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kangooroo before defcribed) was obferved not to rod** 
upon four legs, but to bound or hop forward upon 
two, like the gerbua, or mus jaculus. About noon 
they returned to the boat, and again proceeded up the 
river, which was fodn contraded into a frefli water 
brook, where however the tide rofe to a confiderabie 
height. As evening approach^ it became low v/ater, 
and it was then fo lliallow, that they were obliged to get 
out of the boat and drag her along, till they could find 
a place in which they might with fome hope of reft pafs 
the night. ’ Such a place at length offered, and while 
they were getting the things out of the boat, they ob- 
ferved a fmoke at the diftance of about a furlonpr. 
As they did not doubt but that fome of the natives, 
with whom they had fo long and earneftly defired to 
become perfonally acquainted, were' about the fire, 
three of the party went immediately towards it, 
hoping that fo fmall a number would not put them to 
flight : when they came up to the place, however, they 
found it deferted, and therefore they conje£tuied that 
before they had -difeovered the Indians, the Indians 
had difeovered them. They found the fire ftiil 
burning in the hollow of an old tree that was become 
touchwood, and feveral branches,^ trees newly broken 
down, with which children appeared to have been 
playing: they obferved alfo many foot-fteps upon 
riie fand below high water mark, which were certain 
indications that the Indians had. been recently upon 
the Ipot. Several houfes were found at a little dif- 
tance, and fome ovens dug in the ground, in tlie fame 

mannev 
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. manner as thofe of Otaheite, in which vifluals ap- 
peared to have been dreficd fince the morning, and 
fcattcred about them lay fome fliells of a kind of 
cUmm *, and fome fragments of roots, the refufc of 
•the meal . After regrctti ng their difappoitvtment, they 
repaired to their quarters, which was a broad fand 
bank under the fiielter of a bulh. 

Their beds were plantain leaves, which they Ipread 
upon the fand, and which were as foft as a mattrels ; 
their cloaks ferved them for bed-clothes, and fome 
branches of grafs for pillows. With tliefe accom- 
modations, they hoped to pals a better night than the 
lafi:, efpecially as, to their great comfort, not a mof- 
quito was to be feen. Ilaving flept therefore till the 
morning, they then examined the river, and finding 
that the tide favoured their return, and that the country 
prornifed nothing worthy of a fi-ther fearch, they 
reimbarked in their boat, and ma’de the beft of their 
way to the Ihip. 

It is now time to fpeakof the inhabitants of the 
country round Endeavour River. Captain Cook, in 
order to re pair the damage that his Ihip had fullained 
on the rocks, caufed her to be laid afliore, as it is 
called ; and tliis operation naturally taking up a con^ 
fiderablc time, he had remained in the harbour from 
the 17th of June to the 9th of July, taken up with 

* A for^ of oyftcr, which grows fo faft to the rocki?, that there 

is no fep.'irating tc fiom thence, the meat of which is very large, 
far, and fvvect. ^ 

Dampier^s Voyages, Vol. I. page 177, 

* the 
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the occupations neceffary for that purpofe. During ‘ 
this time he had not been fo fortunate as to fee one 
of the nntives ; but on the afternoon of the laft 
mentioned day, feven or tight of them appeared on 
the South fide of the ri'd, and two of them came' 
down to the fandy point oppofite to the fliip, but, on 
feeing a boat put off tow.irds them, they all ran away 
with the greateft precipitation. The next morning, 
lays captain Cook, four of the natives appeared 
upon the fandy point on the North fide of the river, 
having with them a fmall wooden canoe with out- 
riggers. They feemed for fome time to be bufily 
employed in ftriking fifli ; fome of our people were 
for going over to them in a boai , but this I would 
by no means permit, repeated experience having 
convinced me, that it was more likely to prevent 
than procure an interview. I was determined to try 
what could be done by a contrary method, and ac- 
cordingly let them alone w'ithout appearing to take 
the leaft notice of them. This fucceeded fo well, that 
at length two of them came in tlic canoe within muf- 
quet Ihot of the fhip, and tliere talked a great deal 
in a. very loud tone. We under ilood nothing that 
they faid, and therefore could anfwer their harangue 
only by Ihouting, and making all the figns of invi- 
tation and kindnefs that we could devife. During 
this conference they came inlcnfibly nearer and nearer, 
holding up their lances, not in a threatening manner, 
but as if to intimate, that if we offered them any 
injury, they had weapons to revenge it. When they 

were 
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Vere almoft along fide of us, we threw them 
fome cloth, nails, beads, paper, and other trifles, 
which they received without the leaft appearance of 
fetisfaftion : at laft one of the people happened to 
throw them a fmall filhj at this they exprefled the 
greateftjoy imaginable, and, intimating by fignsthat 
they would fetch their companions, immediately 
paddled away towards the Ihore. In the mean time, 
fome of our people, and among them Tupia, landed 
on the oppofite fide of the river. The canoe, 
with all the four Indians, very foon returned to the 
Ihip, and came quite along fide, without exprefling 
any fear or diftruft. We diftributed fome more pre* 
fonts among them, and foon after they left us, . and 
landed on the fame fide of the river where our people 
had gone afhore ; every man carried in his hand two 
lances, and a fiick which is ufed in throwing them, 
and advanced to the place where Tupia and the reft 
of our people were fitting. Tupia foon prevailed 
upon them to lay down their arms, and come Tor*, 
ward without them: he then made I^ns that .tihey 
IKouid fit down by him, with which they complied, 
and feemed to be under no apprehenfion or conftraiiuu 
Several more of us then going afliore, diey exprefled. 
fomejealoufy left we Ihoukl get betwe^ diem- ixnd. 
their arms; we cook Care, however,, .id fliew them 
that we had no fuefe imeadpii, : ancU haying joined . 
them, we niade them fome >more pitfent^ asafur« : 
ther tdtiniony (T defirc Mi 

' ■ olitidh; 
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obtjun theirs. I We continued together #ith the tit*" 
moft cordiality till dinner time, and then giving them 
to underftand that we were going to catj we invited 
them by'figns- to go with us r this however they de- 
clined, and as foon as we left them they went away 
in -thjsir canoe. One of thefe men was fomewhat 
above -the middle age, the other three were young. 
Their features were far from difagreeablej their eyes 
were lively, and their, teeth even and white; their 
voices were foft and tunable, and they repeated many 
words after us with great facility. 

The next morning, continues he, we had another 
vifit from four of the natives: three of them had 
been with us before, but the fourth was a ftranger, 
whofe name, as we learnt from his companions who 
introduced him, was Yaparico. This gentleman was 
diftinguilhed by an ornament of a very ftriking ap- 
pearance t it’ was the bone of a bird, nearly as thick 
as a.man’s.finger,' and five or fix inches long, which 
he had thruflinto a. hole. made in the griftle that di- 
the nofjhils. Of this we liad feen one inftance, 
andkonlyj ope,- in Neiy Zealand; but, upon exami- 
nation, we .found that pmong all thefe people this 
|»fbaf.thejfli4fe,waSipcrforiated to. receive an ornament 
bf-tho fainpj^iiid.i Th^ibrought with them a filh, 
whUdiihey gav^jiusi asi we..fuppofed, in return for 
lije;cf[Qr(:that we :hadi.^cn ithem the day before. 

lieipcd to bejfn,uch pleafed, and in no. hafteto 
4pavet.HB;iibuii.*fteing, fomro£;.our,gcndeinen exa- 

f., jnine 
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mine their canoe with great curiofity and attention, 
they were alarmed, and, jumping immediately into if, 
paddled away without fpeaking a word; 

Early the next morning three Indians ventured 
down to Tupia’s tent, and were fo well pleafed with 
their reception, that one of them went with the canoe 
to fetch two others whom we had never feen; when 
he rettirned, he Introduced the ftranger by name, a 
ceremony which upon luch occalions was never omit- 
ted. As they had received the filh that was thrown 
into their canoe, when they firft approached the Ihip, 
with lb much pleafure, Ibme filh was offered to them 
how, and we were greatly furprized to lee that it was 
received with the greateft indifference : they made 
figns however to Ibme of the .people that they llwuld 
drefs it for them, which was immediately done ,■ bur, 
after eating a little of it, they threw the reft to Mr. 
Banks’s dog. They ftaid with us all the forenoon,- 
but would hot venture above twenty yards from 
their Canoe. We now perceived that the colour ^of 
their Ikin was not lb dark as it appeared j what we 
had taken for their Complexion being the effects of 
di.*-t and fmoke, ^in which, we iihagined, they con- 
trived to lleep, notwithftanding the heat of the climate, 
as the only means in tfeir power to keep off the mpf- 
quitos. Among other' things that Jwc had ^veh them 
when we firft faw them, were fome medals, which we 
had hung round their necks by a ribband; and 
thefe ribbands were fo chaqged by fmoke, that '^wc 
could not eafily diftinguilh of what colour they had 

N 2 been; 
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been: this incident led us more narrowly to examine 
the colour of their Ikin. While thele people were with 
us, we faw two others on the point of land that lay on 
the oppofite fide of the river, at the diftance of about 
two hundred yards, and by our glaffes difcovercd them 
to be a woman and a boy, the woman, like the reft, 
being ftark naked. 

Tupia, who had been on the other fide of the 
harbour by himfelf, reported that he had feen three 
Indians, who had given him fome roots about as thick 
as a man’s finger, in ftiape not much unlike a radilh, 
and of a very agreeable tafte. This induced us to go 
over (on the 17 th), hoping that we fhould be able to 
improve our acquaintance with the natives. In a 
very little time we difcovercd four of them in a canoe, 
who, as foon as they faw us, came afhore, and though 
• they were all ftrangers, walked up to us without any 
figns of fufpicion or fear. T wo of thcfc had necklaces 
of Ihells, which we could not perfuade th^m to part 
with for any thing that we could give them ; we pre- 
fented them, however, with fome beads, and after a 
Ihort ftay they departed. We attempted to follow 
them, hoping that they would condutfl: us to fome 
place where we fhould find more of them, and have an 
opportunity of feeing their women ; but they made us 
underftand by figns th^t they did not defire our com- 
pany. 

Ateighp o’clock the ne^tniorning, wewetevifited 
. by leveral of the natives^ who, were now become quite 
familiar. One of them, a^ our defire, threw his lance, 

which 



NEW HOLLAND. i8i 

• 

which was about eight feet long : it flew with a fwift- 
nefs and fteadihefs that furprized us, and, though it 
was never more than four feet from the ground, it en- 

•tcred deeply into a tree at fifty paces diftance. After 
this they ventured on board, where I left them to all 
appearance much entertained, and went with Mr. Banks 
to take a view of the country. At our return we found 
feveral of them ftill on board, and we were told that 
the turtles, of which we had no lefs than twelve upon 
the deck, had fixed their attention more than any thing 
elfe in the fliip. 

On the 1 9th, in the morning, we were vifited by 
ten of the natives, the greater part from the other 
fide of the river, where we faw fix or feven more, 
moft of them women, and, like all the reft of the 
people that we had feen in this country, they were 
ftark nalced. Our guefts brought with' them a 
greater number of lances than they had ever done 
before, and having laid them up in a tree, they fet a 
man and a boy to watch them : the reft then came on 
board, and we foon perceived that they had deter- 
mined to get one of our turtles, which was probably 
as great a dainty to them as to us. They firft aiked 
us by figns to give them one, and, being refufed, 
they exprefled both by looks and gefturcs great dif- 
appointment and anger. At this time we happened 
to have no viduals drefled, but I offered one of them 
fbme bifeuit, which he fnatched, and threw over- 
board with great difdain. One of them renewed his 
reqiieft to Mr. Banks, and, upon a refufal, ftamped 

N 3 with 
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with his foot, and puihed him from him in a tranfport 
of rcfentmcnt and indignation. Having applied by 
turns to almoR every perfon who appeared to have 
any command in the Ihip, without fuccels, they • 
feized two of the turtles, and dragged them towards 
the fide of the fhip, where their canoe lay : our 
people foon forced them from their hands, and re- 
placed them with the reft. They would not, how- 
ever, relinquifli their enterprize, but made feveral 
other attempts of the fame kind, in all which being 
equally difappointed, they fuddenly leaped into their 
canqe in a rage, and began to paddle towards the 
fliore. At the fame time I went into the boat with 
Mr. Banks and five or fix of the Ihip’s crew, and we 
got afhore before them, where many of our people 
were already engaged in various employments. As foon 
as they landed they feized their arms, and before we 
were aware of their defign, they fnatched a brand from 
under a pitch kettle which was boiling, and making 
a circuit to the windward of the few things that we 
had on Aorc, they fet fire m the grafs in their way 
with furprizing quicknefs and dexterity. The grafs, 
which was five or fix feet high, and as dry as ftubble, 
burnt with ^mazing fury, and the fire made a rapid 
progrefs towards ?i tent of Mr. Banks’s, which had 
been fet up for Tupia when he wsw fick, taking in its 
cout^ a fow and pigs, one of .which it fcorched to 
death. Mr Banks leaped into a boat, and fetched 
, fome people from on board juft time enough to fave 
|iis tent by hauling it down upon the beach i but the 

fm}th’§ 
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fmith’s forge, at leaft fuch part of it as would burn, 
was confumed. While this was doing, the Indians 
went to a place at Ibme diftance, where feveral of our 
people were walliing, and where our nets, among 
which was the feine, and a great quantity of linen, 
were laid out to dry here they again fet fire to the 
grafs, entirely difregarding both threaps and entreaties. 
We were therefore obliged to difeharge a mufquet 
loaded with finall (hot at one of them, which drew 
blood at the diftance of about forty yards ; and this 
putting them to flight, we extinguilhed the fire at this 
place before it had made much progrefsj but where 
the grafs had been firft kindled, it (pread into the 
woods at a great diftance. As the Indians were ftill 
in fight, I fired a mufquet charged with ball abreaft 
of them among the mangroves, to convince them 
that they were not yet out of our reach : upon hearing 
the ball' they quickened their pace, and we foon loft 
fight of them. We thought they would now give us 
no more trouble, but foon after we heard their voices 
in the woods, and perceived that they came nearer 
and nearer. I fet out therefore with Mr. Banks and 
three or four more to meet them. When our party 
came in fight of each other, they halted, except one 
old man, who came forward tp meet us ; at length he 
ftopped, and having uttered fome words, which, we 
were very forry that we epujid not underftand, he went 
batik tp, his cotppanions, and the whole body flowly , 
retreated. We found means, however, to feize Ibme 
qf their darts, and continued to follow them about a 
N 4 n?ile;. 
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mile: we then fat down upon fome rocks, from which 
we could obferve their motions, and they alfo fat down 
at a hundred yards diftance. After a Ihort time the 
old man again advanced towards us, carrying in his 
hand a lance without a point : he ftopped feveral times 
at different diftances, and fpoke. We anfwered by 
beckoning and making fuch figns of amity as we 
could devife ; upon which the meflengcr of peace, as 
we fuppofed him to be, turned, and f^ke aloud to his 
companions, who then fet up their lances againft a 
tree, and advanced towards us in a friendly manner. 
When they came up we returned the darts, or lances, 
that we had taken from them, and we perceived, with 
great fatisfaftion, that this rendered the reconciliation 
complete. We found in this party four perfbns whom 
we had never feen before, who, as ufual, were intro- 
duced to us by name j but the man who had been 
wounded in the attempt to burn our nets and linen, 
was not among them; we knew, however, that he 
could not be dangeroufly hurt by the diftance at 
which the fhot reached him. We made all of 
them prefents of fuch trinkets as we had about us j 
and they walked back with us towards the fkip. As 
we went along, they told us by figns that th^y would 
not, fet fire to the grafs any more, and wc- diftributed 
among them fome mufquet balls, and endeavoured 
to make them underftand their, ufe and efie<ft. When 
they came abreaft of the fhip, they fat down, but, 
could not be prevailed upon to come on board j we, 
th^r^fore, left thtim, and in. about two hours they 

* went 
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• went away, foon after which we perceived the woods 
on fire at about two miles diftance. If this accident 
had happened a very little while Iboner, the confe- 
quence might have been dreadful; for our powder 
■ had been aboard but a few days, and the ftore tent, 
with many valuable things which it contained, had 
not been removed many hours. We had no idea of 
the fury with which grafs would burn in this hot cli- 
mate, nor confequently of the difficulty of extin- 
guilhing it; but we determined, that if it Ihould 
ever again be necelTary for us to pitch our tents in 
fuch a fituation, our firfi; meafurc Ihould be to clear 
the ground round us. 

On the morning of the 20th, fays captain Cook, at 
low water, I went and founded and buoyed the bar j 
the Ihip being now ready for the fea. We faw no 
Indians this day, but all the hills round us for many 
miles were on fire, which at night made a moft ftrik- 
ing and beautiful appearance.. 

Early in the morning of the 23d, I fent fome peo- 
ple into the country to gather a fupply of the greens 
which have been before mentioned by the name of 
Indian kale; and one of them, having ftraggled from 
the reft, fuddenly fell in with four Indians, three men 
and a boy, whom he did not fee, till, by turning Ihort 
-in the wood, he found himfeif among them. They 
had kindled a fire, and were broiling a bird of fome 
kind and part of a kangboroo, the remainder of which 
and a cockatoo hung at a little diftance upon a tree. 
The man, being unarmed, was at firft greatly terrified, 

but 



HISTORY OP 


tS6 

but he had the prelence of mind not to run away, 
judging very rightly that he was mofl" likely to incur 
danger by appearing to apprehend it; on the contrary, 
he went and fat down by them, and with an air of 
chearfulnefs and good humour offered them his knife, 
the only thing that he had about him, which he 
thought woiild be acceptable to them ; they received 
it, and having handed it from one to the other they 
gave it him again. He then made an offer to leave 
them, but this they feemed not difpofed to permit ; 
ftill, however, he diffcmbled his fears, and fat down 
again : they confidcred him with great attention and 
curiofity, particularly h;s cloaths, and then felt his 
hands and face, and fatjsfied themfelyes that his body 
was of the fame texture with their own. They treated 
him with the greateft civility, and, having kept him 
about half an hour, they made figns that he might 
depart; he did not wait for a fecond difmiffion, but, 
when he left them, not taking the direft way to the 
Ihip, they came from their fire and dirc&ed him, fb 
that they well knew whence he came. 

In the mean time, Mr. Banks, having made an ex., 
curfion on the other fide of the river to gather plants,, 
found the greateft part of the cloth that had been 
given to the Indians lying in aheap together, probably 
as ufelefs lumber, not worth carrying away; and per- 
haps, if he had fought further, he might have found 
the other trinkets, for tfiey feemed to fet very little 
vAlue upon any thing that we had, except our turtle^ 
which was a commodity that wc were leaft able to 

fpare. 
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fpare. And, on the 25th, continues he, having mad^ 
an excurfion up the river, I fouqd a canoe belonging 
to our friends the Indians, whom we had not 
fince the affair of the turtle : they had left it tied to 
fbme mangroves about a mile diflant from the Ihip, 
and I could fee by their fires that they were retired at 
leaft fix miles direftly inland. From this time to the 
Ihip’s departure, Auguft the 14th, they wer? feen 1^9 
more. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 

Further Account of the Inhabitants. — Fheir Language. 
— of the Countiy about Endeavour River.— 

, Dangerous Shoals to the North of that Harbour.-— 

. Lizard Ifland. — PoflelTion Ifland. — Remarks on the 
Chart. 

T he inhabitants of the country about Endeavour 
River are defcribed as being rather below the 
common ftature, and remarkably fmall limbed. Their 
bones were fo fmall, fays Mr. Parkinfon, that 1 could 
more than fpan their ancles and their arms too above 
the elbow joint. The talleft that we faw meafured 
but five feet nine inches, though their flimnefs made 
them appear taller : in general, their height was about 
five feet five inches. Their Ikin was of the colour of 
wood-foot, or what t^ould be called a dark chocolate 
colour. They had flattifh nofes, mouths of a mo- 
derate fize, regular, well fet, large teeth tinged with 
yellow. Their hair was black, but not woolly i it is 
naturally * long and lank, though they wear it uni- 

verfally 

) 

* From every drcumftancc hitherto enumerated of the inha- 
bitant® feen on the different pans of New Holland, we (hou1d 
naturally be inclined to fuppofe them fprung from the fame 
ftnek ; but this defeription of the Indians' of Endeavour River, 
with refped to their ha*r, being fo different from that given by 
- Dampier 
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verfally fhort cropped : in general it is ftraight, but 
Ibmetimes it has a flight curl. We faw none, fays 
captain Cook, that was not matted and filthy, though 
without oil or greafe, and, to our great aftonilhment, 
free from lice. Dampier fays, that the people, whom 
he faw on the Weft cm coaft of New Holland, wanted 
two of their fore teeth, but thefe had no fuch defedt. 
Some of them were painted with red ftreaks acrofs the 
body, and others marked over the breafl: and face 
with ftreaks of white, which they called Carbanda. 
On the breafts and hips of others were correfponding 
marks, like ridges or feams, raifed above the reft of the 


Dampier of thofe whom he faw on theWeftern coaft, and even 
from the account of the DiemenlanderB by captain Cook and 
Mr. Anderfon, (fee pag. 5; and 69,) would be fufficient, if 
drawn with the ufual accuracy and obfervation of that officer, to 
overturn any fuch fuppofition. The Editor, however, of hii 
Northern voyage, mentions a circumftance on the authority of 
captain King, which It may not be amifs to lay before the rea- 
der, at it refers to the prefent fubjedt. Captain Cook, he . fays, 
was very unwilling to allow that the hair of the natives feen in 
Adventure Bay, Van Diemen’s Land, was ^voolly^ fancying that 
his people, who had 6rft obferved this, were deceived from its 
being clotted with gteafe and red ochre. Eut captain King pres- 
vailed upon him afterward to examine carefully the hair of the 
boys, which was generally, as well as that of the women, free 
from this dirt ; and then he owned himfelf fatisfied that it was 
naturally woff/ly. Perhaps, fays the Editor, we may fuppofe it 
poffi^e that he himfelf had been deceived, when he was in £n« 
deavour River, from this very circumftance, as he expreftly fays 
that they /iw nm that wat net matted and filtb^f* 

, flcflli 
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flelh, which looked like the cicatrices of ill-healed 
Wounds. Some of them had a fmall hair tope about 
their loins, and bracelets about the Upper part of their 
arms, made of human hair plaited. Some of them 
had necklaces, very prettily made of oval pieces of 
bright Ihells, whidh lay imbricated over one another, 
and linked together by two ftrings and one had a 
bracelet upon his arm, formed of fevcral ftrings, fo as 
to refemble what in England is called gimp. Befides 
the ornament of the nofe before mehtioned, fome had 
their ears bored in the fame manner, and wore pieces 
of bone hung in them. Others, along with thefe 
diftinftions, had a piece of bark tied over the fore- 
head, which was probably applied for the purpofe of 
raifing or ftiaping thofe elevated ridges or ftreaks be- 
fore mentioned, which they confider as ornamental to 
the face as well as the body. The women too, who 
were ftark naked, and did not approach nearer to the 
Ihip than theoppofite or Northern Ihore, had feathers 
ftuck on the crown of their heads, fattened, as the 
people underftood, to a piece of gum : fo that, like 
the inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, they feem to be 
fond of ornament, though they are ablblutely without 
apparel : and one of them, fays captain Cook, to whom 
I had given part of an old Ihirt, inftead of throwing 
it over any part of his body, tied it as a fiMct round 
his head. The only accoutreipent that feemed to be 
of any real ufe about their perfons, was a fmall bag, 
which commonly hung by their necks, and in which 
they earned Ihelbftfti, and other light articles. 


Their 
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Their lances and levers were very neatly ipade of 
a reddifli wood> and had two pieces of hope joined 
together with pitch, that ftood out at the end of t^m. 
The lances were like thofe ufed by tlw Botany Bay 
Indians, except that they had but a fingle point, which 
in fome of them was .the fting of a ray, and barbed 
with two or three fharp bones of the fame fifli. It 
was indeed a moft terrible weapon ; and the inftru- 
ment which they ufed in throwing it, leemed to be 
formed with a confiderable degree of art. 

Their canoes were not above ten feet long, and very 
narrow, made out of the trunks of trees. They were 
fitted up with an outrigger, fomething relembling 
thofe before mentioned, that were fcen near Cumber-- 
land IQands, but in every refpeft very much, inferior, 
and had eight leffer outriggers, on which they laid 
their lances. In fhallow water they fet on their canoes 
with poles, and in deep they worked them with 
paddles which are about the length of four feet, and 
long in the blade in proportion. To throw the water 
out of their canoes, they ufed a large fliell called the 
Perfian crown. 

Their language is not harfli, though more fo than 
that of the iflanders in the South Sea. In fpcaking 
they made a great motion with their lips, and uttered 
their words vocifcioufly, elpecially when they meant 
to fhew their dilTent or difapprobation. When they 
•were pleafed, and, would manifeft their fatisfaftion, 
they uttered the . fyllablc hee^ with a long flexion of 
the voice, in a high and flirill tone. They were con- 

tmually 
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tihually repeating the word cbercau, which was ima- 
gined to be a term expreffing admiration, by the 
manner in which it was ufcd : they alfo cried out, 
when they faw any thing new, cbery tut^ tuty tuty 
tut ! which probably had a fimilar (ignification } at 
the end of this tut, they Ibmctimes added urr, and 
often whittled when they were fiirprizcd. 

With regard to their language, captain Cook 
makes, moreover, the following remarks. From the 
account that has been given of our commerce with 
them, fays he, it cannot be fuppofed that we ftiould 
know much of their language } yet, as this is an object 
of great curiofity, elpecially to the learned, and of great 
importance in their refearches into the origin of the Va- 
rious nations that have been difeovered, we took fome 
pains to bring away fuch a Ipecimen of it as might in a 
certain degree anfwcr the purpofc j and I Ihall now 
give an account how it was procured. If we wanted 
to know the name of a ttone, we took a ftone up in 
our hand, and as well as we could intimated by figns 
that we wiftied them to name it : the Word that they 
pronounced upon the occafion, we immediately wrote 
down. This method, though it was the beft that we 
could contrive,- might certainly lead us into many 
mittakes ; for if an Indian was to take up a ttone, and 
alk us die name of it, we might anfwer a pebble, or 
a flint : fo when we took up a ttone, and afleed an 
Indian the name of it, he might pronounce a word 
that dlftinguittied the ipecies, and not the genus j or 
that, inttead bf flgnifying fij^ne ttpnply, might fignify 

ai rough 
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a rou^h ftone, or a fmooth ftone. However, aS much 
as pollible to avoid miftakes of this kind, feveral of 
us contrived at different times to get from them as 
many words as -we could j and, having noted them 
down, compared our lifts : thofe which were the fame 
in all, and which according to every one’s account 
fignified the fame thing, we ventured to records 
with a very few others, which, from the limplicity of 
the fubjeiSb, and the eafe of expreffing our queftion 
with plainnefs and ptecifion by a fign, have acquired 
equal authority. 


Englidi. 
S^he Head, 
Hairy 


Eyesi 

EarSi 

LipSi 

No/e, 

tongue. 


Beard, 

Neck, 

Nipples^ 

Hands, 


I 

1 


New South Wales. 
*Wageegee. 

Morye. 

Park. Tulkoore. 

Hair of the Head — MorytJ 
or Moree. 

*Meul. 

*Melea. 

*Yembei 

*Bonjoo. 

C Unjarr, 

LPark. Unjar. 
t Wallar. 

\Parki Waller, jcdmball# ot' 
^ teamball. 

•Doomboo. 

C Cayo. 

Lpark. Goyoor. 

5 Marigal. 
ePark, Mangal. 


thighs. 
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Englilhf 

^higbSi 

Navely 

Kneesy 

Feety 

Heely 

Cockatooy 

The Jole of the foety 
Ancky 

Nailsy 

SUKy 

FirOy 

AftonCy 

Sandy 

A rope y 
A many 

A male turtky 
A femalcy 

A camcy 
^0 paddle. 


New South Wales; 

*Coman 

*Toolpoor. 

*Pongo. 

•Edamal. 
r Kniorror. 

\Park. Kniororor. 

*Wanda. 

*Chamal. 
c Chongurn, 

I Park. Chongarn. 

C Kulke. 
iPark. Koike. 

5 . Gallan. 
tPark. Galan. 
y Meanang. 

I Park. Maianang. 

♦Walba. 

5 Yowall. 

LPark. Toowal cr joowal. 
Gurka. 

Park. Goorga. 
y Bama. 

^Park. Bamma. 
y Poinga. 

*-Park. Poenja. 

*Mameingo. 
y Marigau. 

I Park. Maragaucremaragu. 
*Pclenyo. 

Sit 
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EngU(h. 

New South Wales. 

Sit downy ^ 

Takai. 

Park. Tocaya.' 

Smootby j 

Mier carrar, 

.Park. Mairbarra. 

Adogy 

*Cotta or kota. 

’ Perpcre or pier-pier. 

A loriqueti j 

^Park. The blue-headed Icri- 

Bloody 

Woody 1 

quet — Pcrpore» 
*Garmbe. 

■ Yocou. 

[Park, Zoocoo. 

‘The hone in the mfcy 

*Tapool. 

Abagy 

*Charngala. 

Armsy 

■ *Aco or acol. 

’Thumb 

*Eboorbalga. 

'The forey middlcy'^ 
and ring finger s.\ 

^ *Egalbaiga. 

"The little fingeTy j 

r *Nakil or eboorna- 

' kil. 

The Jkyy 

*Kcre or kearre. 

A father y 

*Dunjo. 

( 

A fOtty 

r Jumurre. 

LPark. Jumurre or Tumurrc. 


*Maracotu. 


A great ceckley Moingo. 

Park. Clam or fmooth cockhy Moenjc. 

CocoSy TamSy 
Park, “taro or Tamy 
Cherr, cherco, yar-l Exprefftom as we JupfoJed of ad~ 
caw, tut, tut, ^ miration, which they continually 
tut, tut, J ujed when in company with us. 

O 2 Though 
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Though the following vocabulary of the lame lan- 
guage, extradled from the Journal of Mr. Sydney 
Parkinfon, may perhaps be thought liable to the im- 
perfeftions and errors fuggefted by captain Cook, or 
his Editor, in the foregoing reflexions ; yet, as it 
Ihews evident marks of the Journalift’s attention and 
accuracy, it was judged a necefiary addition to the 
former ; and, in order to avoid repetition, thofc words 
in captain Cook’s vocabulary, which were found in 
Mr. Parkinfon’s originally, are marked thus *, and 
omitted in the following j where there is a variation 
in the vocabularies, it is marked in that of captain 
Cook, the words, according to Parkinfon’s Ipelling, 
being diftinguilhed thus. Park, as above, 

Englifh. New South Wales, 


A womarit 

Mootjel. 

BoneSi 

Baityebai. 

Crown of the heady 

Eiyamoac. 

*The temples. 

Walloo. 

The forehead. 

Peete. 

The eyebrows. 

Garbar. 

The eyelids. 

Poetya. 

The teeth. 

Mulcre or mole. 

The throat. 

Morcol. 

The breaft. 

Coyor. • 

The pit of the ftomach. 

Melmal. 

The belly. 

Gippa. 

The back. 

Mocoo. 

The Jides or ribs. 

Eeimbar. 

The armpits. 

Camor or gamorga. 
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Engliih. 

^he hipSj 
‘the anuSf 
U‘he ham, 

’The legs, 

A fore. 

The fears on their bodies. 
The leaping quadruped. 

The creji of a bird, 

A feather, 

A falcon. 

The fpotted ftarling, 

FiJJj, 

The fpotted Jhark, 

The ferrated bone of the 
Jting ray, 

A turtle. 

The tail of a turtle. 
Echinus pentaphylloides, 
or flat fea egg. 

Echinus ovarius viridis, the') 
greenijh prickly fea egg, ) 
JIaliotis, or ear Jhell, 

Cyprea tygris, the tyger l 
cowry, J 

The telefcope floell. 

The other mud Jhell, or lip- 1 
ped telefcope, J 

Spondylus, the hinge oyfter, 
A butterfly. 

Plantains, 

Jufus radula^ 


L L A N D. 

New South Wales. 
Coenjoo. 

Booca. 

Atta. 

Peegoorga. 

Pandal. 

Moro. 

Kangooroo. 

Waowa. 

Poetyo. 

Goromoco. 

Baipai. 

Poteea. 

Cooenda oryolcumba, 

Jokkerra, 

Putai. 

Maboo. 

Mailetja. 

Bingablnga. 

Kanawoongo. 

Gomego. 

Mctieul. 

Ebapee. 

• Kurrow or kurooee. 
Walboolbool. 

Wolbit. 

Depoor. 

O 3 Qcas 
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Engliih. 

Cyc'xs circinaliSi 
Convolvulus Brafiltenjis 3 
*Abrus pricatoriuSj 
Bamboo, 

A branch or ftalk, 

A leaf that th^ chewed, 

A cocoa mitjhell, 

^he red gum, 

V/ater, 

Earth, 

The clouds, 

A bajket, 

A firing made of a Unevo , 

A lance. 

The hand board of th?\ 
lance, ' 

A mother of -pearl necklccc 
The white paint on lbcir \ 
bodies, 5 

The lever of a canoe, 

The outrider. 

To eat, 5 

c 

To dt ink. 

To roafi or drefs viFluals, 
To fit down, 

Togo, 


New South Waleii; 
Badjoor. 

Balanguier. 

Bandeer. 

Naripipar. 

Maige. 

Dora. 

Keremande. 

Darnda. 

Poorai. 

Poapoa. 

Wulgar, 

"i cndoo or jangoo* 

Paijall. 

Gulka. 

Mi'[)airo Mclpier. 
Geanri;i 

Caik. ;iua or Carball. 
Malepair. 

Ciaibo. a 0 " gar burr a. 
Boot;], boorina, yettCj and 
yatta. 
b’huchala. 

Ivlccrya. 

Tucai or uicaiya, 

Marra. 


• This term is copied from S. Parkinfon’s Journal, and is mif- 
fpclt probably by an error of the prefs. Several other miflakes of 
the fame nature occur in that work, which arc here reflified ; but the 
above corruption the Editor ccufefl'es himielf unable to interpret. 

Ta 
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Englilh. 

New South Wales. 

3o dance. 

Mingoore. 

To fwim. 

Mailelel. 

To yawn. 

Aibudje, 

To Jleep or reft, , 

Poona, 

Afteef, 

W onananio. 

Get along or go before. 

Kiddc. 

Come hither. 

I lalaj hala, ma6. 

Uncover, take off, ftoew. 

Walgal c/|^alaiigai^ 

Strip, or uncover yourjelf, 

Walga. 

Again, again. 

Gorra, gorra. 

'■throw it aw:>'3, 

Cliainbara. 

Is it this P 

Yciye 

That ii all. 

Yaiba. 

Tie it on, 

Ciitj.dla, 

1 cannot do it. 

Konoj kono. 

That or this, 

Isya and ba. 

Tc — An article the fame as A or The, 

As in liie following words ! 

Taquol or Jaquol — An 

cuhncl of the vtverra 


(before meviioned, and called 
by ci.ftaln Cook the ^oll.) 

Tapool — The hone ornaraert., -lil'ich they wetr in the 
feplim nafi. 

Jacal or tacal — ‘Che chin. 

Tcnnapuke, or jcunapuke — U'he hole in the Jepum 

nafi for the receptmi of 
the hone ornament, 

Jambooin^^ar, or tambooingar — ^Tbe tees. 

Tabugg^j jabugga, or chapaua — Afiy. 

O 4 


The 
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The following expreffions of their language are un- 
defined : 

Chaloee — An exprejfion of Jurprize. 

Yarca and Charo — Words uttered with a mixture of 
pleajure and furprizey on feeing 
the wbitenefs of the Jkin of fome 
of our people, who had taken off 
their clothes in order to bathe, 
Yecalca — Expfffffed on feeing their fpears that we had 
taken. 

Yerchee — Expreffed on feeling the effects of a burning 
Men’s Names. 

Yappa Gaduggoo. Tapuolyer. Dunggrea. 

Yarconigo. Balgomee. Yaparico. 

Garranattoo, Goota. putta. 

Cabeekelee, coyelaillo, halle cutta, yerba, yerbe, 
yerga, are words wliich they frequently ufed, but 
the meaning of them, fays the Journalift, we coqld not 
find out. 

As a mark of diffent, they faid Aipa feveral times j 
and thi» was the only word, continues he, that we 
could diftinguilh to accord with the Otaheitean 
language. 

Before we quit this fubjeft, it may not be amifs to 
remark one expreflion in the above vocabulary 
(Hala, hala, ma£, come hither), which was mentioned 
jjefore (page 87) on the authority of Mr. Parkinfon, 
as ufed by the Botany Bay Indians. This, be- 

fides 
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’ fides creating a prefumption that the two tribes ufe 
nearly the fame language, bears at tlie fame time fo 
great a rcfemblance to the llaromai of the New Zea- 
landers, (fee Hawkefworth’s Voyages, vol. III. pages 
63 and 70,) that one would almoft pronounce them 
to be expreflions of the fame language, and differing 
only in diale£t. In Mr. Anderfon’s account alfo of 
the Diemenlanders (fee page 72), we meet with ano- 
ther inftance, in a particular word, of therefemblance 
of their language with thole of the 5 outh Sea 1 Handers; 
and it is not impoflible that many more fuch examples 
may be found, upon a nearer acquaintance with thele 
feveral languages, 

The natives of the country about Endeavour River, 
although they are (as before mentioned) of a diminu-. 
tive fize, were obferved to be remarkably clean- 
limbed, exceedingly aftive and nimble, and ran 
with great fwiftncfs. In their difpofitions, they arc 
chearful and facetious, perfefUy void of art, and un- 
difguifed in their pafllons or refentments, as appeared 
by the adventure of the turtle; and even the day 
before, conceiving a violent antipathy to the ^amc 
birds that were kept on hoard the Endeavour, they 
immediately manifefted their diflike of them, and pro- 
ceeded fo far as to attempt throwing one of them over 
board. 

They feem to be mafters of greater variety in the 
firticle of food than the Indians of Botany Bay, at 
leaft for any thing that came to the knowledge of our 
people : for, befides filh, the general food of all that 
inhabit the lea coaft of New Holland, they drefs flelh- 

meat. 
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meat, fowl, and vegetables. They may even be faid 
to have made fome advances in the art of cookery, 
if the ovens mentioned above, as refembling thofe of 
Otaheite, be applied by them to the purpofe of 
drefllng victuals, which was the opinion of thofe that 
faw them. And yet tliey have by no means the ad- 
•/antagc of their Southern neighbours, in refpeft to 
the foil or climate of their country. The following 
defeription given of it by captain Cook recapitulates 
the fcattered particulars that are to be found in 
the preceding chapter, and is perhaps as favour- 
able as it deferves, if v/e confider that he vifited the 
country in the depth of their winter, when the 
fun’s diftance, fmall as it is, afiords fome mitigation 
to the intenfe heats of a tropical climate, and that 
too in the dry feafon, when it muft naturally bear 
the mod advantageous report, both as to appearance 
and falnhrity. 

The face of the country, fays he, which has occa- 
fionally b- en mentioned before, is agreeably diver- 
fified by hill and valley, lawn and wood. The foil 
of the hills is hard, dry, and ftony, yet it pro- 
duces coarfe grafs, 'befides wood: the foil of the 
plains and vallies is in fome places fand, and in fome 
clay j in fome ?lfo it is rocky and ftony, like the 
hills; in general, however, it is well cloathcd, and 
has at leaft the appearance of fertility. The whole 
country, both hill and valley, wood and plain, abounds 
with ant-hills, fome of which are fix or eight feet high, 
and twice as much in circumference. The trees here 
are not of many forts ; the gum tree, which we found 
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on the Southern part of the coaft, is the moft com- 
mon, but here it is not fo large. On each fide of 
the river, through its whole courfe, there are man- 
groves in great numbers, which in fome places extend 
a mile within the coaft. The country is in all parts 
well watered, there being feveral fine rivulets at a 
fmall diftance from each other, but none in the place' 
where we lay, at leaft not during the time that we 
were there, which was the dry fealbn: we were, how- 
ever, well fupplied with water by Iprings, which were 
not far off. 

Having given a particular account of the coaft of 
New South Wales, from Point Hicks to Endeavour 
River, with tlie fituations apd bearings of the parts 
which appeared moft remarkable, it will not be thought 
neceflary that fq minute a defeription of it be continued 
to t!ie Northward of that harbour. Every informa- 
tion relative to this country was collefted during 
captain Cook’s ftay at Botany Bay and Endeavour 
River: after his departure from the latter place, his 
landings were few, chiefly on the iflands that lay in his 
route to Endeavour Straits; his ftay at each place 
was of very fliort duration, as the objedt of his landing 
was at this time to extricate himfelf from the immediate 
difficulties of his courfe, rather than to add to his 
ftock of information refpedting tlie country that he had 
juft difeovered. Indeed the dangers of coafting this 
part of New South Wales, are deferibed in terms 
alarming to the boldeft navigator j the main land as 
far as York Cape, being guarded, as it were, by a 
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continued chain of Ihoals, confiding for the mod parf 
of coral rock, which are not vifible from half flood to 
half ebb, and beijig, in many places, as deep as a wall, 
prefent a danger that is inflantaneous, and which no 
precaution can avoid; fo that a feamen of the greateft 
experience and fagacity may be unable to perceive the 
perilous fituation of his Ihip, until the very moment 
of deflru(5tion. Rocks and Ihoals indeed are always 
dangerous to the mariner, even where their fituation 
has been afcertained: they are more dangerous in feas 
which have never before been navigated, and in this 
part of the globe they are more dangerous than in any 
other, for here, they are reefs of coral rock, rifing like 
a wall, almoft perpendicularly out of the unfathomable 
deep, always overflowed at high water, and at low 
water dry in many places; and here the enormous waves 
of the vaft Southern ocean, meeting with fo abrupt a 
refiftance, break with inconceivable violence, in a 
furf which no rocks or ftorms in the Northern hemi- 
fphere can produce. Thefe reefs, however, if viewed 
in the abfence of thofe circumftanccs of danger and 
terror, with which they are generally approached, form 
amoft pleafing objedt to the eye. They are covered 
with a numberlcfs variety of beautiful corallines, of 
all colours and figures, the ground of the reef appearing 
here and there, and forming interftices of very white 
fund. This exhibits an appearance agreeably diverfi- 
fied, and may be aptly compared to a grove of flirubs 
growing under water, the furface of the fea being 
finooth on the infide, or top of the reef^ while it breaks 
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ill along the edge or outfide of it. Numbers of 
filhes of the moft beautiful colour make their refid ence 
amongfi: thefe rocks, and may be caught by hand on 
the higher parts of the Ihoal at low water; befides 
crabs, mollufcas of various forts, and a great variety of 
curious fiiellfifii, which adhere to the old dead coral 
that forms the reef. 

In efFeft, fuch were the difficulties that obftrufted 
captain Cook’s navigation in this part of his voyage, 
that notwithftanding the earneft defire which we 
may fuppofc him to have poffefled of communicating 
to the world an ample and perfeft account of his im- 
portant difeovery, he was obliged, much againft his 
inclination, to leave upwards of forty leagues of the 
coaft unexplored, ^his Ihip not having been within 
fight of land during a run of that extent, on account 
of the formidable reefs of rock that intercepted his 
approach to it. 

After landing on a point of the main, from which he 
expeded to have a fatisfaitory view of the diredtion of 
the coaft, and the Ihoals which furround it, and having 
not difeovered their fituation, nor die channels between 
them, diftindtly enough to be enabled with fecurity 
to venture amongft them, he refolved to vifit one of 
the high iflands in the offing, from the top of which 
he hoped to have a clearer and more extenfive view. 
We found the ifiand, fays he, which is vifible at 
twelve leagues diliiance, to be about eight leagues in 
circumference, and in general very rocky and barren. 
On the North Weft fide there are feme fandy bays, 
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and fome low land, which is covered with long thin 
grafs, and trees of the fame kind with thofe upon the 
main. This part abounded with lizards, Ibme of 
which we took. We found alfo frelh water in two 
places : one was a running ftream, but that was a 
little brackifh where I tailed it, which was dole to 
the fea j the other was a Handing pool, clofe behind 
the fandy beach, and this was perfedlly fweet and 
good. Notwithftanding the dillance of this ifland 
from the main (five leagues), we faw, to our great 
furprize, that it was fometimes vifited by the natives ; 
for we found feven or eight frames of their huts, and 
vaft heaps of Ihells, the filli of which we fuppofed 
had been their food. W e obferved that all thefe huts 
were built upon eminences, and entirely expofed to 
the South Eaft, contrary to thofe which we had feen 
upon the main ; for they (the latter) were all built 
either upon the fide of a hill, or under fome bulhes, 
which afforded them Ihelter from the wind. From 
thefe huts and their fituation, we concluded, that, at 
fome feafons of the year, the weather here is inva- 
riably calm and finej for the inhabitants have no 
boats which can navigate the fea to lb great a dillance 
in fuch weather as we had from the time of our firll 
coming upon the coall. As we faw no other animals 
upon this place but lizards, I called it Lizard illand. 

In our way from Lizard Ifland to the fliip, we 
landed upon a low fandy ifland, with trees upon it, 
which we had remarked in our going out j and upon 
this ifland we faw an incredible number ‘of birds, 
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T:liiefly fea fb^yL We found allb the neft of an eagle, 
with young, ones, which we killed j and the neft of 
Ibme other bird, we knew not what, of a moft enor- 
mous fize ; it was built with fticks uix)n the ground, 
and was no left ,than fix and twenty feet in circum- 
ference, and twp^ feet eight inches high. We found 
alfo that this place, which we called Eagle Ifland, had 
been vifited by the Indians, probably to eat turtle, 
many of which we faw upon the ifland, and a great 
number of their ihells, piled one upon another in dif- 
ferent places. The matter of the Endeavour had 
allb been afliore upon Ibme of the illands on this 
part of the coaft, upon one of which he flept j and 
he reported that he faw every where piles of turtle 
fhells, and fins hanging upon the trees in many places 
with the flelh upon them, fo recent that the boat's 
crew eat of them; he faw allb two fpots clear of 
graft, which appeared to have been lately dug up, 
and from their fbape and fize he conjedtured them to 
be graves. 

Lizard ifland is the largeft and Northernmoft of 
three illands, which are called dre illands of Direc- 
tion j becaufe by thefe a ftranger entangled among;, 
the lltoals in thefe parts may be diredted to a fafe 
paflage, or channel, through the reef quite to the 
main. The channel lies in latitude 14® 32' South, 
bearing North Eaft 4 - North from Idzard Ifland, dif- 
tant three leagues, and is about a third of a mile 
broad, and no more in lengdi. Captain Cook was 
induced to fteer through this channel, from the appre- 
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henfion, that, if he purfued a courfe to the leewarcT 
(North Weft), and kept in with the main, he Ihould 
run the rifk of being locked in by the great reef^ 
and at laft be obliged to return back in fearch of ano- 
ther pallage, incurring thereby a delay which might 
perhaps be fatal in the prcfent fituation of the fliip. 
As foon as they had paiTed the channel, and got 
without the breakers, they had no ground with one 
hundred and fifty fathom, and found a large fea roll- 
ing in from the South Eaft, a certain fign that nei-) 
ther land nor flioals were near in that direftion. 

The* refleftions which this happy pafiage fuggefted 
to the leader of the voyage are natural j a repetition 
of them, it is hoped, will be excufed as a pardonable 
digreflion. Our change of fituation, fays he, was 
vifible in every countenance. We had been little 
lefi than three months embarrafied among Ihoals and 
rocks that every moment threatened us with deftruc- 
tion } frequently paffing our nights at anchor within 
hearing of the furge that broke over them i fome- 
timcs driving towards them even while our anchors 
were out, and knowing that, if by any accident, to 
which an almoft continual tempeft expofed us, they 
Ihould not hold, we muft in a. few minutes inevitably 
perifli. But now, after having failed no lefs than 
three hundred and fixty leagues, without once having 
a man out of the chains heaving the lead even for a 
minute, which perhaps never happened to any other 
veflel, we found ourfelves in an open fea with deep 
water, and enjoyed a flow of fpirits which was 
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equally owing to our late dangers and our prefcnt fc- 
curity. 

To return j captain Cook, before he difmifles it, 
remarks thus of Lizard IQand; It affords fafe an- 
chorage for iliippitlg under the North Weft fide, frefh 
water, and wood for fuel. The low iflands and fhoals 
alfo, which lie between it and the main, abound with 
turtle and fifh, which may probably be caught in all 
feafons of the year, except when the weather is very 
tempeftuous j fo that, all things confidered, there is 
nor, perhaps, a better place for Ihips to refrefh at upon 
the whole coafl than this ifland. It muft be ob- 
ferved alfb, that there were found upon it, as upon the 
beach in and about Endeavour river, bamboos, cocoa 
nuts, pumice flone, and the feeds of plants which are 
not the produce of this country, and which it is 
reafonable to fuppofe are brought hither from the 
Eaftward by the trade winds. 

Notwithftanding the fatisfadlion with which the 
Endeavour’s crew had palTed the channel before men- 
tioned to the Northward of the Ifiands of Diredtion, 
they found themfelvcs, in a Very fhort rime, under 
the neceflity of entering amongft the fhoals once 
more, and refuming a fituation which they had lately 
thought fo extremely dangerous. After running 
above forty leagues pretty much in the diredlion of 
the coaft, but out of fight of land, they were be- 
calmed near the reef which lay between them and the 
main. About four o’clock in the morning, fays he, 
we plainly beard the roaring of the furf, and at break 
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of day law it foaming to a vafb height at not more 
than a mile’s dillanct*. The waves which rolled in 
upon the reef carried us towards it very faft j we 
could reach no ground w'ith an anchor, and had not 
a breath of wind for the fail. To aggravate our 
misfortune, the pinnace w.is • under repair: the long 
boat and the yawl, however, were lowered, and fent 
ahead to tow, which, by the help of two fweeps abaft, 
which were rigged out of the gun room ports on this 
occafion, got the Ihip’s head round to the North- 
ward. But it was fix o’clock before this was cfllct- 
cd, and we were not then one hundred yards from 
the rock, with only one heave of the fwcll between 
the breakers and the Ihip } fo that the fame billow 
which walhfd its fide broke over the reef to a tie- 
mendous height the very next time that it rofe. 
During this diftrefs the carpenter had found means 
to patch up the pinnace, and Ihe was fent ahead in 
aid of tlic other boats to tow ; but ail our etforts 
would have been ineffectual, if, juft at this crifis, a 
light air of wind had not fprung up, fo light tliat 
at any other time we Ihould not have obl’crved it, but 
which was enough to turn the fcale in our favour, 
and, in conjunction with the affiftance which was af- 
forded us by the boats, to give the Ihip a perceptible 
motion obliquely from the reef. But in lefs than ten 
minutes it was again a dead calm, and the Ihip was 
again driven towards the breakers, which were not 
now two hundred yards diftant. The fame light 
breeze, ho .vever, returned, before we had loft, all the 
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ground which it had enabled us to gain, and lafted 
about ten minutes more, during which time we dil- 
covered a fmall opening in the reef at the diftance 
of a quarter of a mile. I immediately fent one 
of the mates to examine it, who reported that its 
breadth was not more than the length of the fliip, 
but that within it there was fmooth water. This dif- 
covery feemed to render our cfcape poflible, and that 
was all, by pufliing the Ihip through tlie opening, 
which was immediately attempted ; but in the at- 
tempt we were difappointed ; for, having reached it 
by the joint afliftance of our boats and the breeze, 
wc found diat in the mean time the tide had turned, 
and, to our great furprize, we met the ebb rufliing 
out of it like a mill ftream [which, however, proved 
very providential, as we afterwards found that there 
were rocks in the paffage, and that it was not a pro- 
per break]. We gained alio a further advantage ; 
for the torrent which prevented us from pafling the 
channel, carried us out about a quarter of a mile, and 
the tide of ebb fo much affifted the labour of our 
boats, that by noon we had got an offing of near 
tvv^o miles. Still, however, we were embayed in the 
reef, and, the tide turning once more, the flood, not- 
withilanding our utmoft efforts, again drove the Ihip 
into the bight. Luckily about this time, we faw 
another opsning near a mile to the Weftward, which 
I immediately fent the firft lieutenant, Mr. Hicks, in 
the fmall boat, to examine, who returned about two 
o’clock with an account that the opening was narrow 
* P 2 and 
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of day faw it foaming to a vafh liLight at not moic 
tlian a mile’s dilLincc. The waves which rolled in 
upon the reef carried us towards it very faft ; we 
could reach no ground with an anchor, and had not 
a breath of wind for the fail. To aggravate our 
misfortune, the pinnace was under repair: the long 
boat and the yawl, however, were lowered, and fent 
ahead to row, which, by the help of two fweeps al^afr, 
which were rigged out of the gun loom ports on this 
occafion, got the Ihip’s head round to the North- 
ward. But it was fix o’clock before this was cfllcl- 
ed, and we were not then one hundred yards from 
the rock, with only one heave of the fwell between 
the breakers and the (hip ; (b that the fame billow 
which walked its fide broke over the reef to a tie- 
mendotis heiglit the very next time that it rofe. 
During tliis diftrefs the carpenter had found means 
to patch up the pinnace, and (he was fent ahead in 
aid of the otiier boats to torv ; but all our erlbrts 
would have been inefFc(fcual, if, juft at this crilis, a 
light air of wind had not fprung up, fo light that 
at any other time we (hould not have obl’erved it, but 
which was enough to turn the fcale in our favour, 
and, in conjunction with the affiftance which was af- 
forded us by the boats, to give the Hiip a perceptible 
motion obliquely from the reef. But in lefs than ten 
minutes it was again a dead calm, and the (hip was 
again driven towards the breakers, which were not 
now two hundred yards diftant. The fame light 
breeze, ho .vever, returned, before we had loft, all the 

"round 



2II 


NEW HOLLAND. 

ground which it had enabled us to gain, and lafted 
about ten rninutes more, during which time we dil* 
covered a fmall opening in the reef at the cliftance 
of a quarter of a mile. I immediately fent one 
of the mates to examine it, who reported that its 
breadth was not more than the length of the fliip, 
but that within it there was fmooth water. This dif- 
covery feem.ed to render our cfcape pofUble, and that 
was all, by pufliing the fhip through the opening, 
which was immediately attempted ; but in the at- 
tempt we were difappointed j for, having reached it i 
by the joint afliftance of our boats and the breeze, 
we found that in the mean time the tide liad turned, 
and, to our great furprize, we met the ebb rulliing 
out of it like a mill ftream [which, hov/cver, proved 
very providential, as we afterwards found that there 
were rocks in the paflage, and that it was not a pro- 
per break]. We gained alfo a further advantage ; 
for the torrent which prevented us from paffing the 
channel, carried us out about a quarter of a mile, and 
the tide of ebb fo muclt affifted the labour of our 
boats, that by noon we had got an offing of near 
two miles. Still, however, we were embayed in the 
reef, and, the tide turning once more, the flood, not- 
withftanding our utmoft efforts, again drove the Ihip 
into the bight. Luckily about this time, we faw 
another opening near a mile to the Weftward, which 
I immediately fent the firft lieutenant, Mr. Hicks, in 
the fmall boat, to examine, who returned about two 
o’clock with an account that the opening was narrow 
* P a and 
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and dangerous, but that it might be palTed. A light 
breeze now fprung up at Eaft North Eaft, with which, 
by the help of our boats, and the very tide of flood 
that without an opening would have been our de- 
ftrudlion, wc entered it, and were hurried through 
with amazing rapidity by a torrent that kept us from 
driving againfl: either fide of the cliannel, which was 
ilot more than a quarter of a mile in breadth. 
While we were (hooting this gulph, our foundings 
were from thirty to feven fathom, very irregular, and 
the ground at bottom very foul. 

From this account of the palTage of Providential 
Channel, as it was named, the reader may conceive a 
lively idea of the dangers of navigating this coaft. 
It is hard to pronounce whether thofe who venture on 
this part of it fliould hold themfelves more fortunate 
in being without or within the reef (b often deferibed, 
as in the latter cafe they run a momentary ri(k of 
flriking upon the (hoals, notwithftanding the precau- 
tion of having a boat ahead to found, and in the 
former their fituation is not lefs hazardous, if it hap- 
pens to fall calm, unlefs they Ihould previoufly take 
care to gain a fufficient offing from the (hoal. 

Through thefe difficulties and dangers captain 
Cook at length arrived at the Northern extremity of 
the coafl; of New South Wales. Having doubled 
York Cape, the Northernmoft point of the main, 
and perceiving the land to trend away to the South 
Weft as far as it was vifible, he conceived hopes of 
having at laft found a palTage between New South 
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Wales and New Guinea into the Indian Sea, the 
expeftation of finding which was one principal motive 
of his undertaking fo hazardous a navigation as that to 
the North of Endeavour River, and particularly of 
his entering a fecond time within the formidable bar- 
ricade of rocks that line the coaft. In order to de- 
termine with more certainty whether he was right in 
his conjedures, he refolved to land upon an ifland at 
the entr ance of the channel, which he afterwards 
named Endeavour Straits. For this purpofe he 
came to anchor at a fmall diftance from the idand, * 
at which time he faw many of the inhabitants upon it ; 
and when he afterwards went into the boat, with a 
party of men, accompanied by the gentlemen whole 
curiofity induced them to go afhore in fcarch of na- 
tural produdions, ten of the natives were feen Handing 
upon a hill. Nine of them were armed with fuch 
lances as were commonly to be feen amongft the in- 
habitants of tiie main at Botany Bay and Endeavour 
River, and the tenth had a bow and a bundle of 
arrows, weapons which had never been feen in the 
poiredion of any of the natives of this country before, 
'J’wo of them were obferved to have large orna- 
ments of mother of pearl hanging round their necks. 
Three of thefe people, one of whom was the bowman, 
placed themfelves upon the beach abreaft of the 
boat, fo that the party expeded to find their landing 
oppofed, but when the boat came within a mufquet’s 
fliot of tlie beach, the Indians walked leifurely away. 
The captain and the reft immediately climbed the 
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hi^heft hill on the ifland, which was not more’ than 
three rimes as high as the inaft-htad, and the moft 
barren of any that they had feen. From this hill no . 
laud was vifible between the South WlA: and \V < il 
South fo that there remained not a doubt but 

a cliannel could be found running in a direflion be- 
tween thefe two points, that fhould lead into the 
Indian ocean. As I was now, fays captain Ccoh, 
about to quit the E.tflcrn coaft of New Holland, 
which I had coafted from latitude 38 to this place, and 
which I am confident no F.uropcan had ever ften 
before, I once more hoifted Englifli colours, and 
though I had already taken poflefllon of feveral 
jurticular parts, I now took poflefllon of the whole 
b.riftern coall from latittide 38 to this place latituiie 
Tc^ South, in right of his Majeily King George the 
Illd. They then fired three vollics of fii’all arms, 
which Were anl'wered by the fame number from the 
flilp, and by three cheers from the main fhrouds, and 
re-en.'.barking in the boat, left this ifland, to which, 
f'om the ceremony j lift performed upon it, they gave 
the name of PofTelTion Ifland. 

We fliall conclude this chapter with a defeription of 
Endeavour Straits, and a remark or two of cap- 
tain Cook on the ciiart which he has left of the coaft 
of New South Wales. 

This channel is in length from North Eaft to South 
Weft ten leagues, and it is ;ibout five leagues bioad, 
except at the North Eaft entrance, where it is.foinc- 
what. Icis than two miles, being contraded by the 
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i (lands which lie there. It is to be oblerved that a 
bank runs acrofs this ftrait in the direction of North 
and South, and in breadth about half a mile over. 
'I'lie depth of water on this bank at tlirec quarters 
ebb was found to be about three fathom. 

The North Eaft entrance of Endeavour Strait lies 
in the latitude of 10° 39' South, and in the longitudJ: 
of 140° 24' Eaft. It is formed by the main, or the 
I'lorthern extremity of New Holland, on the South 
Eaft, and by a congeries of iflands, called the Prince 
of Wales’s Iflands, to the North Weft, which iflands 
pi obably extend quite to New Guinea. They differ 
\ ery much both in height and circuit, and many of 
tiiem feem to be Well clothed with lieiE.tge and wood : 
upon inoft if not all of them fmoke was fecn, and 
therefore there can be no doubt of their being inha- 
bited. The fame may be inferred of all the lands 
and iflands adjacent to Poflcfllon I (land from the 
liime ajipearance, and in general of the whole extent 
of tlic main, which they coafted after the fliip had 
pafied Providential Channel, and entered a fccond 
time amongft the Ihoals. 

For a more particular knowledge of Endeavour 
Strait, and of the fituation of the fevcral iflands and 
llioals on die Eaftern coaft of New Wales, I refer, 
fays captain Cook, to the chart, where they are 
delineated with all the accuracy that circumftances 
woukl admit; yet with refpeft to the Ihoals, I cannot 
preirnd that one half of them are laid down, nor can 
it br fuppofed ix)fliblc that one half of them flioukl be 
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difcovcrcd in the courfe of a finglc navigation. 
Many iflands alfo muft have efcaped my pencil, 
efpecially between latitude 20" and 22®, where we 
faw iflancJs ont at fea, as far as iflands could be dil- 
tinguiflied. It niufl; not, therefore, be fuppofed by 
future navigators, that when no fhoal or ifland is 
laid down in iiiy chait, no flio;il or ifland will be 
found in theie leas : it is enough that the fituation of 
thofe tiiat appear in the chart is faithfully afccrtained, 
and in general I have the greateft realbn to hope 
that it will be found as free from error as any that has 
not been correfted by fublequent and fucceflive ob- 
fcrvations. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Mifcellaneom Remarks. — Face of the Country. 

bours. — Vegetables. — Animals. — Population. — l^ides 
and Currents. 

T he nature of the materials from which the 
foregoing hiftbry of New Holland is com- 
piled, has made it neceflary to referve to this period 
of the work, a more ample and perfeft account of 
feveral particulars which have been flightly touched in 
the preceding parts. Fbr this purpofe captain Cook’s 
general defeription of the country of New South 
Yv^ales is made the ground-work of the following 
chapter} and to it, as being moft copious and authen- 
tic, lhall be referred fuch additional information, (col- 
lected from other writers who have mentioned the fub- 
iect,) as may tend to give at once a comparative view 
of the feveral parts of New Holland and New South 
Wales, as well as of their inhabitants and produc- 
tions. 

The land of New South Wales to the Southward 
of 33 Of 34‘* is in general low and level } farther 
Northward it is hilly, but in no part can be called 
mountainous, and the hills and mountains taken toge- 
ther make but a fmall part of the furface, in compa- 
fifon with the vallies and plains. It is upon the whole 
father barren than fertile, yet the riling ground is che- 
quered 
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quered by woods and Jawns, and the plains- and val- 
lies are in many places covered -with herbage. The 
foil, however, is frequently fandy, and many of the 
lawns or favannahs arc rocky and barren ; cf].)ccia!ly 
to the Northward, where in the beft fpocs vegetation 
was lefs vigorous than in the Southern part of the 
country; the trees were not lo tail, nor was the her- 
bage fo rich. The grafs in general is h.igh, but thin, 
and the trees, where they are largeft, are fcldom lefs 
than forty feet afundcr: nor is the country inland, as 
far as could be examined, better clothed than the 
fea-coaft. The banks of the bays are covered witli 
mangroves to the diftance of a mile within the beach, 
under which the foil is a rank mud that is always over- 
flowed by a fpring tide; farther in the country you 
fometirnes meet with a bog, upon which the grafs is 
very thick and luxuriant, and fometirnes with a valley 
clothed with underwood. The foil in Ibme parts ftcms 
to be capable of improvement, but the far greater 
part is fuch as can admit of no cultivation. The coaft, 
at leafl: the part of it which lies to the Northward of 
25 South, abounds with fine bays and harbours, where 
velTels may lie in perfect fecurity from all winds. The 
defeription of Van Diemen’s land is a kind of mcart 
between this of New South Wales and that of the 
Weftern coaft, or the Lands ofEndracht and De Witt, 
being neither fo favourable as the former, nor altoge- 
ther fo unpromifing as the latter : it affords hov/ever, 
for its extent, more convenient harbours than any 
other part of New Holland: Adventure Bay, in parti- 
cular. 
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cular, is dei'cribedas an excellent one. Bay Frederick 
Heniy, a few leagues to the North of this, afforded 
encluiragc to captain Talnran at iiis coming upon the 
cc.iil i and Stormy Bay, to the South, is conjectured 
to be equally convenient, having feveral coves running 
inland, which are lliut in by one or two iflands in the 
Ivty, and in which fliips may lie flieltered from every 
vvind. The Weftern coall has but few. Mr. Pelfart, 
in a run of m.ore than ico miles, found but one fhal- 
low creek, that fcarcely afforded in his fmall fliallop 
an approacit to the land. Dampier faw no more than 
two openings, Sharlcs Bay, and another in latitude 
15', that could be called hail)Oiirs. He came in 
fight iiuloed of’ an opening which lies a degree to the 
South of Sharks Bay, and which he cieferii'es as about 
rvvo leagues wide at the entrance, but full of rocks 
and foul ground within. The depth of water at the 
moiidi of this inlet, was twenty fathom at ilic dilhince 
of two miles from the fhorc. The land about it, lie 
i'.iys, appeared every v.hcre moderately low, flat and 
t ver, but vach ilcep cliffs to the lea, and, when vietced 
preny clof ', deflitute of trees, flirubs, or even grafs. 
"i’lie foundings in this latitude, from eight or nine 
h a Hits of, till you come within a league of the 
opening, arc generally about forty fathom. But tlie 
h a.d brings up very dilurent forts of land j fome 
CO li fe, lome fine, and of feveral colours j as yellow, 
wliite, grey, brown, bluilh, and reddifh. Of the har- 
bour before mentioned in latitude 16° 50' South, he 
gives the following marks. Running in tlofe by the 

land 
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land in this latitude, and finding no convenient an- 
chorage, becaufe it lies open to the North Weft, they 
fleered along ftiore North Eaft by Eaft, as the land 
lies, for about twelve leagues. At the end of this 
run you come to a point, from whence the land trends 
Eaft and South for ten or twelve leagues. About 
three leagues to the • Eaftwaixl of this point there is a 
pretty deep bay, in which lie a great number of fcat- 
tered illands. It affords good anchorage, and con- 
venient ground for laying a ftiip aftiore. The veffel 
in which Dampier then was came to an anchor about 
a league to the Eaftward of the point, at the diftance 
of two miles from the fhore in twenty-nine fathom, 
good hard fand, and clean ground. Thefe twenty- 
four leagues were all that Mr. Dampier faw of the 
coaft of New Holland at his firft touching there, as 
the Ihip, after leaving this fpot, quitted the coaft en- 
tirely ; and, at his fecond coming upon it, he faw no 
opening but the two before mentioned. Sharks Bay, 
where he anchored, and that which lies a degree to 
the South of it j for, though after failing along the 
coaft to the Northward, he anchored again in latitude 
18” 21 ' South, he fpeaks nothing of a harbour, the 
place of his anchorage being three leagues and a half 
from the Ihore, in eight fathom water, and a clear 
fandy bottom. 

If we may judge by the appearance which the 
country of New South Wales is faid to afford in the 
very height of the dry feafon, it is well watered : in- 
nunrcrable fmall brooks and fprings were found in it» 

but 
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’but no great river j thefe brooks, however, probably 
became large in the rainy feafon. Thirfty Sound was 
the only place where frefli water was not to be pro- 
cured, and even there one or two fmall pools were 
feen in the woods, though the face of the country 
is every where interfered by fait creeks and mangrove 
land. 

In this refpefl: alfo nature has been more bountiful 
to the Southern extremity than to the Weftern parts 
of New Holland. Van Diemen’s Land abounds 
every where with rivulets and cafeades of excellent 
water, whereas not a fingle river of inlet of frefh 
water is mentioned either by Dampier or Pclfart. The 
latter indeed fpeaks of two wells that rife and fall 
with the tide, and were found on an ifland near Hout- 
man’s Shoals ; and the former, of about as many on 
another ifland (in latitude i6® 50'), which was proba- 
bly the reafon why fo large a number of the natives as 
forty had fixed their refidence on it. 

' Befide the trees mentioned before as the growth of 
New Holland, there are others found on the Eaftern 
coaft covered with a fort of. bark, which is eafily 
peeled off, and is the fame that in the Eaft Indies is 
ufed for the caulking of fhips. 

The palm is found here of three different forts. The 
firft (Borajfus flabellifer)^ which grows in great plenty 
to the Southward, has leaves that are plaited like a fan : 
the cabbage of thefe is fmall but exquifitely fweet, and 
the nuts, which it bears in great abundance, are very 

good 
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good for hogs. The fecond fort bears a much greater 
refemblance to the true cabbage tree of the Weft In- 
dies i its leaves are large and pinnated like thofe of 
the cocoa nut, and thefe alfo produce a cabbage, which,, 
though not fo fweet as the other, is much larger. The 
third fort, which, like the fecond, is found only in the 
Northern parts, feldom grows more than ten feet high, 
with Imall pinnated leaves refembling thofe of fome 
kind of fern : it bears no cabbage, but a plentiful crop 
of nuts about the fize of a large chefnut, but rounder. 
As the hulls of thefe were found fcattered round the 
places where the Indians had made their fires, it was 
taken for granted that they were fit to eat ; however, 
thofe who made the experiment paid dear for their 
knowledge to the contrary, for they operated both as 
an emetic and cathartic with great violence : (till, how- 
ever, it was not doubted but they were eaten by the 
Indians, and, in order to determine this more clearly, 
they were carried to the hogs, who might be fuppofed 
to have a conllitution as ftrong as that of the Indians, 
although the fltip’s people had not. The hogs eat 
them indeed, and for fome time apparently without 
fuftering any inconvenience; but in about a week they 
were fb much diibrJered that two of them died, and 
the reft were recovered with great difficulty. It is- 
probable, however, that the poifonous quality of thefe 
nuts may lie in the juice, like that of the Caflada 
of the Weft I nilics, and that the pulp, when 
dried, may be not only wholefome but nutritious. 

Befidcs 
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* Befides tliefe fpecics of the palm and mangrove, there 
were feveral fmall trees and ftirubs altogether unknown 
in Europe, w'hich have been before enumerated. 

Every part of New Holland produces a variety of 
plants to enrich the colleftion of a botanift, but very 
few of them are of the efculent kind. A fmall plant, 
withlong narrow grafly leaves, refembling that kind 
of bulrulh which in England is called cat’s tail, yields 
a relin of a bright yellow colour, exaftly refembling 
gambouge, except that it does not ftain j it has a 
I'weet fmell, but its properties there was no oppor- 
tunity to difcover, any more than thofe of many others 
with which the natives appear to be acquainted, as 
they have diftinguifhed them by names. 

Of efculent vegetables growing on the Eallern 
coaft, are the root and leaves of a plant refembling 
tlic coccos of the Weft Indies, and a fort of bean ; 
to which may be added a fort of parfley and purflain, 
and two kinds of yams } one lliajjed like a radifo, 
and the other round, and covered with ftringy fibres : 
both forts are very fmall, but fweet. Nobody in the 
ftiip could ever find the plants which produced them, 
although they often faw the places where they had been 
newly dug up; it is probable that the drought had 
deftroycd the leaves, and our people could not, like 
the Indians, difcover them by the ftalks. 

Mod of the fruits of this country, fuch as they 
arc, have, as well as the plants, been mentioned al- 
ready. One was found in the Southern part of tiie 
country refembling a cherry, except that the ftone was 

foft; 
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loft; and another not unlike a pine apple in appear-" 
ance, but of a very difagreeable tafte, which is well 
known in the Eaft Indies^ and is called by the Dutch 
fyn appel boomgn. 

The quadrupeds of New Holland have already 
been particularly defcribed. The moft remarkable 
are the guano of Sharks Bay, the tame dog of En- 
deavour River, the kangooroo, and the animal oi' 
the opoffum kind, refembling the phalanger of Buf- 
fon, which are common both to the Eaftern and 
Southern coaft; and another refembling a polecat, 
which the natives call quoll. 

Several of our people, remarks captain Cook, 
faid that they had feen wolves ; but perhaps, if we 
had not feen tracks which favoured the account, we 
might have thought them little more worthy of cre- 
dit than he who reported that he had feen the devil : 
and yet Dampier fays, in exprefs terms, that fomc 
of his men had feen bcafts w'hich were like wolves, on 
De Witt’s Land, in latitude i8® 21 ' j and adds, as 
probable, that the impreflion of a foot, refembling 
that of a large maftiff dog, which he had feen at his 
firft being on the coaft, might be the track of feme 
beaft of the feme Ibrt. Tafman alfo mentions the 
footfteps of animals found on V^ari Diemen’s Land, 
which he compares to thofe of a tyger. There is 
no reafon to fuppofe it unlikely that quadrupeds of 
the fame fpecics Ihould be found upon the Eaftern 
and Weftern coafts, and we have before hazarded a 
conjefture that the leaping rackoon of Dampier may 

poflibly 
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poflibly be the kangooroo, lb often mentioned, but this 
muft be left to future naturalifts to decide. 

Of bats, which hold a middle place between the 
beads and the birds, there were many kinds fecn, par- 
ticularly one, which has been already defcribed, and 
was larger than a partridge. None of them were taken 
either alive or dead, but the Ipecies was fuppofed to be 
the fame as BufFon has defcribed by the name of Rou- 
Jet or Roujet. 

The birds, natives of New Holland and New South 
Wales, have been fo fully enumerated before, that 
nothing remains to be faid on that headi 

Among other repdles, here are ferpents of various 
kinds, fome noxious and fome harmlefs j Icorpions, 
centipees, and lizards. The infefts are but few : the 
principal are the mofquito and the ant. Of the ant 
there are feveral forts j fome are as green as a leaf, and 
live upon trees, where they build their nefts, of various 
fizes, between that of a man’s head and his fift. Thefe 
nefts are of a very curious ftrufture ; they are formed 
by bending down feveral of the leaves, each of which 
is as broad as a man’s hand, and gluing the points of 
them together fo as to form a purle : the vifeus uled 
for this purpofe is an animal juice, which nature has 
enabled them to elaborate. This method, fays Mr* 
Cook, of firft bending down the leaves, vfe had not an 
opportunity to obferve j, but we faw theufands uniting 
all their ftrength to hold them in this pofition, while 
other bufy multitudes were employed within, in ap- 
plying the gluten, that was to prevent their returning 

Q(. back< 
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back. To fatisfy ourfelves that the leaves were bent, 
and held down by the effort of thefe diminutive 
artificers, we difturbed them in their work, and as 
foon as they were driven from their ftation, the leaves 
op which they were employed fprung up with a force 
much greater than we could have thought them able 
to conquer by any combination of their ftrength. But 
though we gratified our curiofity at their expence, 
the injury did not go unrevenged j for thoufands im- 
mediately threw themfelves upon us, and gave us 
intolerable pain with their firings, efpecially thofe 
which took poffelTion of our necks, and our hair, 
from ^s'hence they were not- cafily driven. The fting 
was fcarcely lefs painful than tliat of a bee, but, ex- 
cept it was repeated, the pain did not lafi: more than a 
minute. 

Another fort are quite black, and their operations 
and manner of life are not lefs extraordinary. Their 
habitations are the infide of the branches of a tree, 
which they contrive to excavate by working out the 
pith almofi: to the exjtremity of the flendereft twig ; 
the tree at the fame time fiourifhing as if it had no fuch 
inmate. When we firfi: found the tree, continues the 
fame gentleman, we* gathered fome of the branches, 
and were fcarcely lefs aHonilhed than we Ihould have 
been to find that we had prophaned a confecrated 
grove, where every tree, upon being wounded, gave 
figns of life} for we were inftantly covered with legions , 
of thefe animals, fwarming from every broken bough, 
and inflifting their ftings with inceflant violence. 

They 
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They are mentioned by Rumphius, in his tierharium 
Amhoinenfe, vol. II. p. 257 ; but the tree in which he 
Taw their dwelling is very different from that in which 
we found them. 

A third kind we found nefted in the root of a plant 
which grows on the bark of trees in the manner of 
mifletoe, and which they had perforated for that ufe. 
This root is commonly as big as a large turnip, and 
fometimes much bigger. When we cut it, we found 
it interfefted by innumerable winding pafTages, all 
filled with thefe animals, by which, however, the vege- 
tation of the plant did not appear to have fufFered any 
injury. We never cut one of thefe roots that was not 
inhabited, though fome were not bigger than a hazel 
nut. The animals themfclves are very fmall, not 
more than half as big as the common red ant in Eng- 
land . They had flings, but fcarcely force enough to 
make them feltj they had, however, a power of tor- 
menting us in an equal if not a greater degree j for 
the moment we handled the root, they 'fwarn.ed from 
innumerable holes, and running about thofe parts of 
the body that were uncovered, produced a titillation 
more intolerable than pain, except it is encreafed to 
great violence. Rumphius has alfo given an account 
of this bulb, and its inhabitants, vol. VI. p. 120, where 
he mentions another fort that are black.' 

We found a fourth kind which are pierfeftly harm- 
lefs, and aimoft exadlly refemblc the white ants of the 
Eaft Indies; the architedure of thefe is Hill more 
curious than that of the others. They have houfes 

0^2 of 
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of two forts } one is fufpended on the branches of 
trees, and the other ereft upon the ground : thofe 
upon the trees are as big as a man’s head, and are 
built of a brittle fubftance, which feems to confift of 
fmall parts of vegetables kneaded together with a 
glutinous matter, which their bodies probably fupply ; 
upon breaking this cruft, innumerable cells, fwarming 
with inhabitants, appear in a great variety of winding 
diredliqns, all communicating with each other, and 
with feveral apertures that lead to other nefts upon the 
fame tree : they have alfo,one large avenue, or covered 
way, leading to the ground, and earned on under it, 
to the other neft or houfe that . is conftrufted there. 
This houle is generally , at the root of a tree, but not 
of that upon which dieir other dwellings are conftrudt- 
ed : it is formed like an irregularly Hdcd cone, and 
fometimes it is more than fix feet high, and nearly as 
much in diameter. Some are fmaller, and thefe have 
generally flat fides, and very much rcfemble in figure 
the ftones which are feen in many parts of England, 
and fuppofed to be the remains of Druidical antiquity. 
The outfide of thefe is of well-tempered clay, about 
two inches thick; and within are the cells, which 
have no opening outwards, but communicate only 
witli the fubterrancan way to the houfes on the tree, 
and to the tree near which they are conftrufted, where 
they afeend up the root, and fo up the trunk and 
branches, under covered ways of the fame kind as 
thofe by which they defeended from their other dwell- 
ings. To thefe ftruftures on the ground they pro- 
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bably retire in the winter, or rainy feafons, as they are 
proof againft any wet that can fall, which thofe in the 
tree, though generally conftrufted under Ibme over- 
hanging branch, from the nature and thinnefs of their 
cruft, or wall, cannot be. 

The fea that wafhes the coaft of New Holland is 
much more liberal of food to the inhabitants than the 
land i and though filh is not quite fo plenty here as 
they generally are in higher latitudes, yet the leine 
was leldom hauled without taking from fifty to two 
hundred weight. They are of various forts, but, ex- ' 
cept the mullet, and fome of the ihell-fifti, none of 
them are known in Europe'j moft of them are palatable, 
and fome are very delicious. Upon the ihoals and 
reefs along the Eaftern coaft, there are incredible 
numbers of the fineft green turtle in the world, and 
oyfters of various kinds, particularly the rock oyfter 
and the pearl oyfter. Thcfe Ihell-fifti are alfo found 
on the Weftern coaft, as is the manatee, or fea cow. 
The gigantic cockles have been mentioned before, 
fome of which were found to be as much as two men 
could move, and contained twenty pounds of good 
meat. They feem, however, to be not peculiar to this 
coaft j for Dampier mentions fome of die fame fort 
found on the ftioals which lie along the Eaftern coaft 
of the ifland Celebes. He and his companions gathered 
them at low water, and the meat, he fays, of one of 
them would fuffice feven or eight men. The reefs 
abound alfo with fea Cray fifh, or lobfters, and crabs, 
(of which however only the Ihells were feen,) and 

0^3 with 
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with a variety of curious ihells and mollufcas, befides 
many fpecies of coral, among which was that called 
the 'Tubipara Mufica. 

The number of the inhabitants of New Holland 
appears to be very fmall in proportion to its extent. 
There were never fecn by captain Cook lb many as 
thirty of them together, but once, (which was at Bo- 
tany Bay,) where men, women, ^d children, af- 
fembied upon a rock to fee the Ihip pafs by. Dam- 
pier fuppofes the number of tbofe whom he found 
on an ifland near the main, at his firO: arrival on the 
coaft, in latitude i6® 50', to amount to forty men, 
w’omen, and children j which he leems to think com- 
paratively a great number. "When thofe of New 
South Wales were fuppofed to have formed a mani- 
feft refolution of oppofing captain Cook’s landing, 
they muftered no more than fourteen or fifteen fight- 
ing men-, and his people never faw a number of 
fheir Jheds or houfes that could accommodate a larger 
party. Thofe, indeed, whom Dampier faw, had no 
houfes nor covering whatlbever, and therefoic he had 
no opportunity of calculating their numbers, even 
on fo uncertain grounds. At his firll coming to an- 
chor on the coaft, his captain perceiving feme of the 
natives on the beach, had fent off the boat in order 
that his people might come to a friendly intercourfe 
with them, and procure, if poflible, either frclh pro- 
▼ifions, vegetables, or water amongft them j but they, 
on feeing the approach of the boat, ran away preci- 
pitately from the beach, and were foon out of fight. 

The 
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The lliip’s people fearched afterwards for three days 
in hopes of finding their habitation, but without 
fuccefs, the only local marks of fociety which the 
country afforded being the fire places, where the in- 
habitants drefled their filh. This, however, did not 
hinder the feamen from leaving a number of toys 
afhore, in the places where it was thought probable 
that the nativfs would come j and being difappointed, 
at the fame time, in their fearch for frelh water, they 
went over from the main to the iflands, where they 
unexpeftedly found what he calls a great many of the 
natives, the forty above mentioned ; and, it is proba- 
ble, that fo great a number of them would not have 
been found together here, if their confined fituation 
on a fmall ifland had not put it out of their power to 
efcape from their vifitors by flight, or even to hide 
themfelvcs i for, as he obferves, they have no 
boats nor canoes. Laftly, the whole of thofc whom 
captain Cook’s people faw at Endeavour River, a- 
mounted only to twenty-one perfons j twelve men, 
feven women, a boy, and a girl ; the fmallnefs of 
which number argues either a thinnefs of population, 
or a remarkable want of curiofity in the natives ; 
probably the former, for had the tribe been a little 
more numerous, certainly more of them would at leaft 
have ventured within fight of our people. 

It is true, indeed, that no part of New Holland 
has been feen by any European voyager, except the 
fea coaft, and that to a fmall diftance inland. From 
fliore to fliore there is an immehfe traft of country 

0^4 wholly 
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wholly unexplored ; but there is great reafoh to bfr? 
licye that this immenfe traft is either wholly defolate, 
prat leaft ftill more thinly inhabited than the places 
ivhich haw been vifited. It is impoflible that the 
inland country fhould fubfift inhabitants at all feafons 
without cultivation ; it is extremely improbable that 
the inhabitants of the coaft Ihould be^ totally igno- 
rant of arts of cultivation which were praftifed inland, 
and it is equally improbable, that, if they knew fuch 
arts, there fhould be no traces of them among them. 
It is certain that not a foot of ground was feen on 
the whole country in a ftate of cultivation ; and 
therefore, it may reafonably be concluded, that where 
the fea do^s not contribute to feed the inhabitants, the 
fountry is not inhabited. • 

Another, and, perhaps, equally forcible argument 
againfl the internal population of New Holland, may 
be drawn from the very refemblancc which the in- 
habitants of the Weftern, Southern, and Eaftern 
coaft bear to each other. It is altogether improba- 
ble, that a race of men, derived from one common 
ftock, fhould be fpread over an ifland or continent 
nearly equal in furface to the inhabited parts of Eu- 
rope, in |uch a manner as to preferve, during the 
ferics of ages which fuch a difperfion would require, 
that unifonnity in perfons and manner of life which 
they brought with them at their original migration. 
If we could fuppofe it poflible for the inhabitants of 
fp extenfive a country to be united under one head, in 
a forq of fociety fomething approaching to civilization. 
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we might alfo fuppofe it barely poflible to find a fimi- 
larity in the extremely remote members of fuch a com- 
munity. But we view thefe people deftitute of the 
leaft outward appearance of government, and fcattered 
at a diftance from each other in detached tribes, or 
rather fainilies j and ftill preferving, in common, thofe 
diftinguiftiing marks which refer them, as a people, to 
the lame origin. It appears, therefore, the moft likely 
opinion, that the population of this country, beginning 
at one extremity, (probably at the North Eaft,) was 
continued circuitoufly along the coalt; leaving the 
interior parts cither entirely defolate, or at leaft but 
partially inhabited. According to this fuppofition, it 
would not be difficult to account for the refemblance 
among the inhabitants of every part of New Holland j 
for the fpace of time necelTary to colonize progrel- 
fively a narrow tra6t of fea coaft, would be fo mode- 
rate as to preferve, unimpaired to the prefent day, the 
tradition of thofe manners and peculiarities which dif- 
tinguilhed the firft founders .of the colony. That 
thcfc', whoever they were, entered New Holland by 
the North Eaft, is moft probable, both as it approaches 
the other habitable parts of the world more nearly in 
that quarter, and alfo as the inhabitants there feemed 
poftlft of many acquirements to which their more 
Southern and Weftern kinfmen were utter ftrangers. 
The Diemenlanders are fuppofed,by the gentlem.en who 
vifited that part, to have no canoes nor filhing tackle } 
and Dampier exprefsly fays, that thofe whom he faw, 
^nd who were perfedtly familial and friendly with the 
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Ihip’s crew, living on the fanne ifland with then? 
promifcuoufly, without the lealt fear or rcftraint, had 
no inftruments of any fort in the world to take either 
bird, beaft, or fifli j nor veffel to go upon the water, 
not fo much as a bark log, ib that they pafs in 
whole droves from the main to the iflands, and from 
one ifland to another, by fwimming : whereas thofe 
of Botany Bay and Endeavour River are acquainted 
with the ufe of canoes j and of thole who live on the 
iflands ftill farther North, it was obferved, that the 
invention of the bow had found its way amonglt them. 
Now it is much more natural to fuppofe, that the 
younger branches, which were detached fucceflively 
from the main ftein, flaould have loft the knowledge 
of thele improvements, tlian that they Ihould fo far 
outftrip the elder tribes, as to acquire arts unknown 
to them, at the very time of being bufied in raifing 
and eftablifhing fettlements in perhaps a remote part 
of the coafl-. 

The refcmblance between all thefe people is re- 
markable in many particulars, befides in the outward 
appearance of their perfons. They are every where 
equally diftinguiflied by a want of curiofity, though 
not deficient in animal fpirits or vivacity. There is 
a mixture, alfo, of Ihynefs and familiarity in their 
characters, which perhaps is not applicable to any 
other uncivilized people. Dampier fays, that the 
Ihip’s boat, having taken up four of ^hem, who were 
part of a large number that they met fwimming from 
one ifland to, another, qarried theij3 on board the 
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fljip, where the privateers gave them boiled rice, and 
with it turtle and manatee boiled. They did gree- 
dily devour, fays he, what we gave them, but 
took no notice of the fhip or any thing in it ; and 
when they were fet upon land again, they ran away 
as faft as they could. Thofe inhabitants, alfo, con- 
tinues he, that live on the main, would always run 
away from us, yet we took fevcral of themj for, as 
I have already obferved, they had fuch bad eyes that 
they could not fee us till we came clofe to them. 
We did always give them victuals, and let them go 
again; but the iflanders, after our firft time of being 
among them, did not ftir for us. The referve which 
was Ihewed by thofe of New South Wales and Van 
Diemen’s Land, with refpedt to their women, is alfo 
another remarkable part of their charadlcr: the wo- 
men of Endeavour River never came once near the 
fhip, but kept moftly on die other fide of their har- 
bour, even when their men were upon the moft 
friendly footing with our people; and thofe of Diemen’s 
Land, though they came down amongft our people 
promifcuoufly with the men, yet were immediately 
fent away by the latter upon the flighteft approaches 
made by the officers to any familiarity with them. 
Mr. Dampier faw none of their women at his fecond 
coming upon the coaft ; of the behaviour of thole 
whom he faw in his firft voyage, upon the fmall ifland 
about latitude 16“ 50', when he and his companions 
landed on it, he Ipeaks thus. They were much dif- 
ordered at our landing, efpecially the women and 
^ildreu, for we went dirc£tly to their camp. The 
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liiftiefl: of the women, fnatching up their infants, ran 
away howling, and the little children ran after 
fqueaking and bawling, but the men flood ftill. Some 
of the women, and fuch people as could not go from 
us, lay ftill by a fire, making a doleful noife, as if 
we had been coming to devour them ; but when they 
law we did not intend to harm them, they were pretty 
quiet, and the reft that fled from us at our firft coming 
returned again. 

With regard to the perfons of the New Hollanders, 
very little remains to be faid. The peculiar defeft as 
to fight of thofe whom the laft mentioned writer faw 
in his firft voyage thither, has been already deferibed. 
He ftylcs them, ort account of their Angular ap- 
pearance in this refpeft, the poor blinking natives of 
. New Holland. It is true, he accounts for it in a 
manner fatisfaeftory enough j neverthelefs it may not 
be improper to adduce the obfervation, which a fimilar 
defeat fuggefted to Dr. Forfter, during his voyage 
round the world with captain Cook. . In the ifte of 
Tanna (thefe are the Doctor’s words) I obferved 
many who had a kind of weaknels in the eyelids, fo 
that they could nor lift them up beyond a limited 
extent, but were obliged to raife the head, in order 
to fee things that were upon a levcd with their eye. I 
have reafon to believe that it is not merely an acci- 
dental ailmentj for I faw a man, and his little fon of 
about five or fix years, both labouring under the 
iame imperfedion; lb that it might perhaps be owing 
to the manner of living in that family, or be caufed 
by the infalubrious Ipot their huts ftood on, or perhapa 
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it is peculiar to this and fonie other families, and is 
propagated. To wh iC h the fame gentleman adds 
the following note : There are inftanccs that dumb- 
nefs and dcafnefs have been propagated from parents 
upon children; likewife blindnefs has been entailed 
upon children, and people who have cither four or 
fix fingers on their hands, have procreated children 
with the fame imperfeftion : in the lame manner it is 
poflible that this defeat might be propagated; though 
I am rather induced to fuppofe that this paralyfis of 
the eyelids was caufed by the marlhy fituation of the 
huts in which the families lived, and from the con- 
ftant linoke with which their huts are filled during 
night, in order to free the inhabitants of the numerous 
mofquitos fwarming in thefe marfliy woods. There 
are likewife fome kinds of wood, whole fmoke makes 
people either entirely blind, or at leaft nearly deprives 
them of their eyefight. SeeOlbeck’s Voyage, vol. I. 
p. 320. 

The fltins, it was obftrved, of thole on the Eaftern 
coaft, were lb uniformly covered with dirt that it was 
difficult to afeertain their true colour. The lliip’s 
people made feveral attempts, by wetting their fingers 
and rubbing the Ikin, to remove the incruftation, but 
with very little effeft. With the dirt they appear nearly 
as black as a negro: in effeft, thofe on theWeftern coaft 
are faid, by captain Dampier, to be blacker than the 
Hottentots at the Cape; and if his defeription of them 
be juft, they have a much more difagreeable alpeft 
than the Indians of New Wales, whofe features, 
as well as thofe of the Diemcnlanders, are far from 

being 
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being difagreeable, nor are their countenances aIto> 
gether without exprelTion : their nofes are not flat, 
nor are their lips thick, and their voices were thought 
to be remarkably foft and effeminate. Their beards 
are of the fame colour with their hair, and btilhy and 
thick i they are not however fuffered to grow long. 
A man who was one day fcen with a beard fbmewhat 
fenger than his companions wore, appeared the next 
with it fbmewhat fhorter, and upon examination the 
ends of the hairs were found to be burnt. As no 
lharp inftrument was ever obferved amongfl: them, it 
was conjedlured, from this incident, that they finged 
both the hair and the beard, in order to keep them 
ihort. 

If we except the fmall girdle of bark, worn by 
thofe whom Dampier faw at his firft arrival on the 
coaft, they are on every other occafion defcribed as 
fiark naked. Yet they are not without ornamc-ntj 
the principal of which, amongft thofe of New Wales, 
is the bone that they wear thruft through the cartilage 
which divides the noftrils from each other. As this 
bone is as thick as a man’s finger, and between five 
and fix inches long, it reaches' quite acrofs the face, 
and fo effedtually flops up both the noftrils, that they 
are forced to keep their mouths wide open for breath, 
and fnuffie fo when they attempt to fpeak, that they 
are fcarcely intelligible even to each other. Our 
feamen, with fome humour, called it their fpritfail 
yard} and, indeed, it mull be imagined to have fb 
ludicrous an appearance, that thofe who were unac- 
cuflomed to it would find a difficulty in refraining 

from 
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* from laughter at the fight of it. Befides this nofe 
jewel,, and whatever ornaments are worn in their ears, 
which it is the general cuftom to have bored, they 
had necklaces made of fliells, very neatly cut and 
ftrung together bracelets of fmall cord wound two or 
three times about the upper part of the arm, and a 
firing of plaited human hair, about as thick as a 
thread of yarn, tied round the waiftj and fome of 
them gorgets of Ihells hanging round the neck, lb as 
to reach acrols the breaft. 

Though they wear no clothes, their bodies have a 
covering befides the dirt, for they paint them both 
iwhite and red. The red is commonly laid on in broad 
patches upon the Ihoulders and breaft, and the "white 
in ftripes, fome narrow and fome broad, the narrow 
drawn over the limbs, and die broad over the body, not 
without fome degree of tafte. The white was alfo in 
fome laid on in fmall patches upon the face, and drawn 
in a circle round each eye. The red feemed to be 
ochre, but what the white was could not be dif- 
coveredj itwasclofe-grained, faponaceoustothe touch, 
and almoft as heavy as white lead ; polTibly it might 
be a kind of Steatites, but none of our people could 
procure a bit of it to examine. Whatever this pig- 
ment be, in all probability it is the fame fubftance 
ufed by thofe on the Weftern coaft, fome of whom 
are painted with circles round their eyes, and fti eaks 
upon the limbs and body, precifely in the fame man- 
ner widi thofe of New South Wales. Dampier 
calls it a white pafte, and both he and his people took 
it to be lime : he could not poffibly have deferibed 
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I with more exaAnefs a fubftance faponaceous to the" 
touch than by calling it a pafte. Whether the want 
of the two upper fore teeth, which the lame navigator 
remarked in the Indians of every age and fex, in lati- 
tude 16® 50', is to be confidercd as one of thofe 
prepofterous modes of ornamenting the human face 
that are adopted by the uncivilized inhabitants of 
many parts of the world, is left to the conjeftures of 
the reader. There is another method alfo of marking 
the body, whether for ornament, or what other purpofe, 
is uncertain, which appe^s to be common both to 
thofe of New South Wales and of Van Diemen’s 
Land, and is fuppofed to be done by cutting it in 
lines of different lengths and diredions. The effeft 
produced by this operation, Mr. Anderfon, in 
Ipeaking of the latter people, reprefents under the 
name of elevated fears, ridges, or feams, raifed 
confiderably above the furface of the body ; and 
Sydney Parkinfon, deferibing the former, compares 
thefe marks to the cicatrices of ilbhealed wounds. 
Mr. Cook, fpeaking of the fame thing, ufes thefe 
words ; — Upon their bodies we found no marks of 
difeafe, or fores, but large fears, in irregular lines, 
which appeared to be the remains of wounds, which 
they had inBidted upon themfelves with fbme blunt 
inftrument, and Which we underflood by figns to have 
been memorials of grief for the dead. 

The latter gentleman makes thefe refledlions on the 
charadlers of thofe that live about Endeavour River. 
Upon fuch ornaments as they had they let fo great a 
valyei that they would never part with the leaft arti- 
cle 
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clc for any thing that we could offer j which was the 
more extraordinary, at our beads and ribbons were 
ornaments of the fame kind, but of a more regular 
form, and more fhowy materials. They had indeed 
no idea of traffic, nor could we communicate any to 
them : they received the things that we gave them, 
but never appeared to underftand our figns, when we 
required a return. The fame indifference which pre- 
vented them from buying, prevented them allb from 
attempting to fteal j if they had coveted more they 
would have been lefs honeft, for when we refufed to 
give them a turtle, they were enraged, and attempted 
to take it by force, and we had nothing elfe upon 
which they feemed to fet theleaft value; for, as I have 
before obferved, many of the things that we had given 
them we found left negligently about in the woods, 
like the play-things of children, which pleafe only 
wliile they are new. 

Thofe who inhabit the Weftern coaft, have no co- 
vering nor habitation whatfoever. In’ New South 
W al.'s, their houfes feem to be formed with lels art 
and induftry than any that can be called by that name, 
except the wretched hovels at Terra del Fuego, and in 
fome refpedts they are inferior even to them. The 
dwellings alfo of the Diemenlanders are deferibed as 
very bungling conllruftions, and not able to keep out 
a Ihower of rain. At Botany Bay, where they were 
beft, they were juft high enough for a man to fit up-? 
right in them, but not large enough for him to ex- 
tend himfelf at his whole length in any diredlion. 
They are built with pliable rods, about as thick 
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as a man’s finger, in the form of an oven, by ftick- 
ing the two ends into the ground, and then cover- 
ing them with palm leaves and broad pieces of bark. 
The door is nothing but a large hole at one end, opr 
polite to which the fire is made, as could be perceived 
by the alhes. Under thefe houfes they {leej> coiled up 
with their heels to their head, and in this porttion one 
of them will hold three or four perfons. Farther 
Northward, as the climate became warmer, thelc flicds 
were found ftill more flight ; they v/ere built like the 
others of twigs, and covered with bark, but none of 
them were more than four feet deep, and one fide was 
entirely open : the clofe fide was always oppofed to the 
courfc of the prevailing wind, and oppoitte to the 
open fide was the fire, probably more as a defence from 
the mofquitos than the cold. Under thele hovels, it 
is probable, tlsat they thruft only their heads and the 
upper part of their bodies, extending their feet to- 
wards the fire. They were fet up occafionaily by a 
wandering hord, in any place that would furnifli them 
for a time with fubfiftence, and left behind tin m, wlien 
after it was exhaufted they went away : but in places 
where they remained only for a night or two, they flept 
without any flielter, except the bulhes or grafs, which 
is here near two feet high. It was oblerved, however, 
that though the fleeping huts found upon the main 
were always turned from the prevailing wind, thole 
upon the iflands were turned towards it, which feems 
to be a proof that they have a mild feafon, during 
Vhich the fea is calm, and that the fame weather 

which 
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which enables them to vifit the iQands makes the air 
welcome even while they fleep. 

The only furniture belonging to thefe houfes, that 
fell under the obfervation of our people, is a kind of 
oblong veflel, made of bark, by the fimple contrivance 
of tying up the two ends with a withy, which not 
being cut off ferves for a handle j thefe, it was 
imagined, were ufed as buckets, to fetch water from 
the fpring, which may be fuppofed fometimes to be a 
confiderable diftance. They have however a fmall 
bag about the fize of a moderate cabbage net, which 
is made by tying threads loop within loop, ibme- 
what in the manner of knitting, ufed by our ladies 
to make purfes. This bag the man carries loofe 
upon his back, by a fmall firing, which pafles over 
his head j it generally contains a lump or two of paint 
and refin, fome filh hooks and lines, a fhell or two, 
out of which their hooks are made, a few points of 
darts, and their ufual ornaments, which include the 
whole worldly treafure of the richeft man amongft 
them. The fame fort of bags, or nets, were found 
in the huts at Van Diemen’s Land, by captain 
f'urneauxi but thofc of the V/eftern coaft are de- 
feribed as not having die pofll-flion of a fingle article 
of houfehold furniture upon earth. 

Their f.lh hooks (at Endeavour River) are very 
neatly made, and Ibme of theip are exceedingly 
fmall. For llriking turtle, they have a peg of wood, 
which is about a foot long, and very well bearded j 
this fits into a locket, at the end of a ftaff of light 
wood, about as thick as a man’s wrift, and about 
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ftven or eight feet long : to the ftaflf is tied one end 
of a loop line, about three or four fathom long, the 
other end of which is faftened to the peg. To firrike 
the turtle, the peg is fixed into the locket, and when 
it has entered his body and is retained there by the 
barb, the ftafr flies off and ferves for .-i float to trace 
their victim in the water ; it alTifts alfo to tire him, 
till they can overtake him with their canoes, and haul 
him afhore. One of thefe pegs was found (as has been 
mentioned already) buried in the body of a turtle 
which had healed up over it. Their lines are from 
the thicknefs of a half inch rope to the finenefs of a 
hair, and arc made of fome vegetable fubftance, but 
what in particular there was no opportunity to learn. 

The food of all the New Hollanders is chiefly 
fiflij thofe of Endeavour River contrive to kill the 
kangooroo, and even birds of various kinds, notwith- 
ftanding they arc fo fhy that our people found it diffi- 
cult to get within reach of them with a fowling- 
picce. The only vegetable that can be confidered as 
an article of food, is the yam ; yet doubtlefs they eat 
tlie fcveral fruits which have been mentioned, among 
other produftions of the country, and indeed, the 
Ihells and hulls of feveral of them were feen lying 
about the places where they had kindled their fires. 

They do not appear to eat apy animal food raw i 
but having no veflel in which water can be boiled, 
they cither broil it upon the coals, or bake it in a hole 
by the help of hot ftoves, in the fame manner as is 
prafrifed by the inhabitants of the iflands in the South 
Seas, 
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• Wliether they are acquainted with any plant that 
has an intoxicating quality is not known, but fe- 
veral of them were obfervedto hold leaves of fome fort 
conftantly in their mouths, as an European does to- 
bacco, or an Eaft Indian betel. Our people never faw 
the plant (they call it Dora), unlefs when the Indians 
took it from their mouths at their requeft. Poffibly 
it might be a fpecies of the betel, but whatever it was, 
it had no cfFcdt upon the teeth or the lips. 

Their manner of hunting there was no opportunity 
to fee, but it was conjeftured by the notches which 
they had cut in large trees, in order to climb them, 
that they took their ilation near the top& of them, and 
there watched for fuch animals as might happen to 
pafs near enough to be reached by their lances. It is 
jjoffible alfo that in this lituation they might take birds 
when they came to rooft. 

Dampier fuppofes the New Hollanders on the 
Weftern coaft to produce fire in the fame manner as 
the Indians at Buenos Ayres: thofe of Endeavour River 
really do fo. They take two pieces of dry foft wood, the 
one a ftick about eight ot nine inches long, the other 
piece is flat j the ftick they Ihipe into an obtufe point 
at one end, and prefling it upon the other turn it 
nimbly, by holding it between both their hands, as 
we do a chocolate mill, often ftiifting their hands Up, 
and then moving them down upon it, to increafe the 
preflTure as much as pofliblc. By this method they 
got fire in lefs than two minutes, and from the fmalleft 
I'park they encreafe it with great fpeed and dexterity. 

R 3 One 



HISTORY OF 


246 

I ' ’ t 

One of them would run along the Ihore to all ap- 
pearance with nothing in his hand, who ftooping down 
for a moment, at the diftance of every fifty or one 
hundred yards, left fire behind, as could be feen firft 
by the fmoak, and then by the flame among the drift 
wood and other litter, which was^ fcattered along 
the place. TJiofe who had the curiofity to examine 
one of thefe planters of fire, when he fet offi faw him 
wrap up a fmall fpark in dry grafs, which, when he had 
run a little way, having been fanned by the air that his 
motion produced, began to blaze j he then laid it 
down in a place convenient for his purpofe, inclofing 
a Ipark of it in another quantity of grafe, and lb 
continued his courfe. It was imagined that thefe 
fires were at times intended for the talcing of the 
kangooroo, which was obferved to be fo much afraid 
of fire, that even the dogs could fcarcely force it 
over pUces which had been newly burnt, although 
the fire was extinguilhed. 

The weapons of the New Hollanders on the Weftern 
Coaft are lances made of wood, with the points 
hardened by fire, but not very lharp j befides a Ibrt 
of wooden falchion of rude workmanfliip. The 
pacific Diemenlanders were not obferved to know 
or praftife the ufe of any weapon. At Botany Bay 
the lances had four prongs pointed with bone and 
barbed; the points were alfo fmeared with a hard 
refin, which gave them a polilh, and made them 
enter deeper into what they ftruck. To the North- 
ward, the lance has but one point ; the lhaft is made 

of 
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of cane, or the (talk of a plant fomcwhat refembling a 
bulrulh, very ftraight and light, and from eight to 
fourteen feet long, confiding of feveral joints, where 
the pieces are let into each other, and bound together. 
To this are fitted points of different kinds, fome are 
of hard heavy wood, and fome arc the bones of filh ; 
feveral were pointed with the flings of the fling ray, 
the largefl that they could proc*ure, and barbed with 
feveral that were fmallcr, faftened on in a contrary 
diredtion. The points of wood are alfo fometimes 
armed with fliarp pieces of broken Ihells, wliich afe . 
ftuck in, and the jundtures covered' with refin. The* 
lances that are tlius barbed, are indeed dreadful 

t 

weapons ; for whenever they have taken place, they 
can never be drawn back without tearing away the 
flcfli, or leaving the fliarp ragged IpHnters of the botie 
or fhell, which forms the barb, behind in the wound. 
Thefe weapons are thrown with great force and dex- 
terity i if intended to wound at a fliort diftance be- 
tween ten and twenty yards, fimply with the hand j 
but if at the diftance of forty, or fifty, with an in- 
flrument whicii our people called a throwing fliclc. 
This is a plain fmooth pioce of a hard reddifli wood, 
very highly poliflied, about two inches broad, half an 
inth thick, and three feet long, with a fmall knob, or 
hook at one end, and a crofs piece, about three or four 
inches long, at the other : the knob at one end is 
received in a fmall dent, or hollow, which is made 
for that purpofe, in the ftiaft of the lancc near the 
point, but I'rom which it eafily flips, upon being 
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impelled forward.. When the lance is laid along uponr"' 
this machine, and fecured in a proper pofition by 
the knob, the perfon that is to throw it holds it over 
his flioulder, and after fhaking it, delivers both the 
throwing ftick and lance with all his force, but the flick 
being flopped by the ctofs piece which comes againft the 
Ihoulder, with a fudden jerk, the lance flies forward 
with incredible fwiftncfs, and with fo good an aim, 
that, at the diflance of fifty yards, tliefe Indians were 
more fure of their mark tlian a good markfman can be 
with a Angle bullet. Befides thele lances there were no 
other ofFcnfive weapons feen upon the coafl of New 
South Wales, except on PolTeffion I Hand, where fome 
by the help of glalTes imagined that they faw a man 
with a bow and arrows, in which opinion, however, 
it was poflTible to be miflaken. There was fecn at 
Botany Bay a Ihield or target, which has been before 
defcribed. Thefe defenfive arms they probably re- 
ceived originally from New Guinea, where targets 
are faid by Dampier to be in ufe among the natives. 
They are certainly very common at Botany Bay, for 
though this was the only one fecn in their pofleflion, 
yet trees were frequently found from which they ap- 
peared' manifeflly to have been cut j the marks being 
eafily diflinguilhed from thofe that were made by 
cutting buckets. Sometimes, too, the fhields were 
found barely cut out, but not yet taken from the tree, 
the edges of the bark only being a little raifed by 
wedges ; fo that thefe people appear to have difeovered 
that the bark of a tree becomes thicker and ftronger 
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by being fufFered to remain upon the trunk after it has 
been cut round. 

The canoeS} which are only to be found on the 
Eaftern coaft, are as mean and rude as the houfes, 
Thofe ufed about Botany Bay are qothing more than 
a piece of bark, about twelve feet long, tied together 
at the ends, and kept open in the middle by fmall 
bows of woodj yet a veffel of this ;conflTu<Jlion was 
fometimes fecn to hold three people. In lhallow 
water they are fet forward by a pole, and in deeper 
by paddles about eighteen inches long, one of whieffi, 
the boatman holds in each hand. Mean as they arc, 
they have many conveniences} they draw but little 
water, and they are very light, lb that they go upon 
mud banks to pick up Ihell filh, the moft important 
ufe to which they can be applied, better, perhaps, 
than veflels of any other conftrudtion. In the mid- 
dle of thefe canoes there was always a heap of fea 
weed, and upon this a fmall fire, probably that the 
filh may be broiled and eaten the moment it is 
caught. 

The canoes feen farther to the Northward are not 
niade of bark, but of the trunk of a tree, hollowed, 
perhaps, by fire. They are about fourteen feet long, 
and, being very narrow, are fitted with an outrigger to 
prevent their overfetting. Thefe are worked with 
paddles, that are fo large as to require both liands to 
manage one of them. The outfide is wholly un- 
marked by any tool, but at each end the v/ood is 
Jeft longer at the top than at the bottom, fo that 

there 
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there is a projection beyond the hollow part re- 
fembling the end of a plank : the fides are tolerably 
thin, but how the tree is felled and falhioned there 
was no opportunity to learn. The only tools that 
were feen amonglWthcm are aa adze, wretchedly made 
of itone, fome fmall pieces of the fame fubftance in 
form of a wedge, a wooden mallet, and fomelhells, and 
fragments of coral. However, in the woods of 
Botany Bay, where they fcem to be ftill more imper- 
fect in any mechanical operations, there was found 
^^me wood which had been felled by the natives with a 
. blunt inftrumenc. 

For polilhing their throwing (ticks and the points o 
their lances, they ufe the leaves of a kind of wild fig 
tree, (ficus raduh:) that bites upon wood almoft as 
keenly as the (havegrafs of Europe, which is ufetl by 
our joiners. With fuch tools, the making et'vn of 
fuch a canoe as has been defcribed, mud be a molt 
difficult and tedious labour j and fuch as, to thole wlio 
have been accuftomed to the ufe of metal, appears al- 
together impracticable. 

The utmolt freight of thefe canoes is four people, 
and if more at any time wanted to crofs Endeavour 
River, one of thole who came firft was obliged to 
go. back for the reft. From this circumftance it 
was conjectured, that the boat feen here was the only 
one in the neighbourhood. There is Ibme realbn, 
however, to believe that the bark canoes are alfo 
ufed where the wooden ones are conftruCted,' for upon 
•ne of the Imall iflands where the natives had been 
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* fifhing for turtlc,therc was found one of the little paddles 
that had belonged to fuch a boat, and would haVe been 
ufelefs on board any other. 

By what means the inhabitants of this country are 
reduced to fuch a number as it can fubfift, is not per- 
haps very cafy to guefs : whether, like the inhabi- 
tants of New Zealand, they arc deftroyed by the 
hands of each other in contefts for food, whedier 
they are.fwept off by accidental famine, or whether 
there is any caufe that prevents the increafe of the^ 
fpecies, muft be left to^future adventurers to dete - ’ 
mine. That they have wars appears by their wt- 
’^ons} for fuppofing the lances to ferve merely for the ‘ 
ilriking of fifti, the Ihield could be intended for 
nothing but a .defence againft man : the only mark 
of hoftility, however, which was feen amongft them, 
was the perforation of the Ihield by a fpear, which 
has been mentioned ; for none of them appeared to 
have been wounded by an enemy. 

The fpccimcn already given, of their language 
makes any thing further on that head unnecelTary. 
That of the Indians on the Weftern coaft is but 
(lightly touched by Mr. Dampier, wlio nevertnelefs 
had fufficient o]>portunity to colled a tolerable vo- 
cabulary during the unreftrained intercourfc that he 
and his companions had with them at his firft com- 
ing on the coalt. The little that he fays upon the 
fubjed of their language is as follows:— Thefe peo- 
ple (peak fomewhat through the throat, but we could 
not underftaitd one word that they (aid. At our firft 
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coming, before we were acquainted with them, or they 
with us, a company of them, who lived on the main, 
came juft againft our Ihip, and, ftanding on a pretty 
high bank, threatened us with their fwords and lances 
bylhaking them at us. At laft the captain ordered 
the drum to be beaten, which was done of a hidden with 
much vigour, purpofely to fcare the poor creatures. 
They, hearing the noife, ran away as faft as they could 
I drive, and when they ran away in hafte, they would 
'fj^^urry gurry ^ {peaking deep in the throat. 

""^^We ftiall now quit this country with a few obferva- 
i uons relative to the currents and tides upon the dif- 
ferent parts of the coaft. Dampier, from an obfervation 
of two months on the Weftern coaft, makes the courfe 
of the flood tide Eaft by North, and that of the ebb 
Weft by South, the difference between high and low 
water being five fathom. This courfe, however, feeins 
not to be invariable; for in latitude 16'^ 50', as he fays, 
vol. I. p. 469), the flood runs North by Eaft, and 
the ebb South by Weft; and in this place, he re- 
marks (vol. II. part III. pag. 97), the tides are the 
moft irregular that ever he met with, and adds, that the 
neap tides are fcarccly difcernible. From latitude 
32®, and fomewhat higher, down to Sandy Cape, 
in New South Wales, latitude 24® 46', there was 
conftantly found a current fetting to the Southward, 
at the rate, of about ten or fifteen miles a day, being 
more or lefs according to the diftance from the land ; 
for it always ran with more force in fliore than in 
the offing. I could never fatisfy myfclf, fays captain 
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Cook, whether the flood tide qn the coaft of New 
South Wales came from the Southward, the Eaft^ 
warcl, or the Northward. I inclined to the opinion 
that it came from the South Eaft ; but the firfl; time 
that we anchored off the coaft, which was in latitude 
24® about ten leagues to the South Eaft of 
Bullard Bay, I found it come from the North Weft; 
on the contrary, thirty leagues farther to the North 
Wefti, on the South fide of Keppel’s Bay, I found 
that it came from the Eaftj and at the Northern 
pait of that bay it came from the Northward, bi* 
witn a Buicli flower motion than it had come from th 
Ea!l. On the Eaft fide of the Bay of Inlets it Icf 
ftrongly to the Weftward, as far as the opening of 
Broad Sound ; but on the North fide of that found, 
it came with a very flow motion from the North Weft; 
and, wlicu. we lay at anchor before Repulfe Bay, it 
came fruin the Northward. To account for its courfe 
in all this variety of diredlions, wc need only admit, 
tiiat the flood tide comes from the Eaft or South Eaft. 
It IS well known that where there are deep inlets, and 
large creeks, into low lands, running up from the fea, 
and not occafioned by rivers of frelh water, there will 
always be a great indraught of the flood tide, the 
direiilion of which will be determined by the pofition 
or direction of the coaft which forms the entrance of 
filch inlet, whatever be its courfe at lea ; and where the 
titles ai e weak, which upon this coaft is generally the 
cafe, a large inlet will, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preflion, attrafl the flood tide for many leagues. 
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A view of the jhart will at once illuftrate this 
pofition. To the Northward of Whitfnnday Paffage 
there is no large inlet, confequently the liood feti co 
the Northward, or North WeUv^^ard, accoidin.g .o the 
direflion of the coaft, and the ebb to ..e Soutn or 
South Eaftwardj at lead fuch is tluir eoiirlc at a 
little diftance from the land, for ve,}’ iicar it will !'c 
influenced by fmall inlets. I uifo obferved that we 
had only one high tide in twenty-four In, i r-j ;;»liich 
jhappened in the night. The difference i; 'wui tl.e 
jwi^rpendiruiar rife of the water, in tiie d../ and the 
»k»ght, when there is a fpring tide, is no tefs than 
r*hree feet, which, where the tides are fo inconfide- 
rable as they are here, is a great proportion of the 
whole difference between l.igli ana low water. This 
irregularity of the tide, which is worthy of notice, 
we did not difeover till we were run afliorc, and 
perhaps farther to the Northward it is ffiil greater. 
After we goc v/itliin the reef a fee,. a time, wl found 
the tides more confiderable than we had ever cui.e 
before, except in the Bay ot Inlets; and poflrbly 
tliis may be owing to the water being more confined 
between the Ihoais. Here allb the flood fets to the 
North Wcfl, and continues in the fame direction to 
the extremity of New South Wales, from whence its di- 
reftion is Weft and South Weft into the India Sea. 
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